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Third Judicial District Gender Fairness Committee
Chairs: Hon. Rachel Kretser, Chair and Patricia Beeler, Vice Chair
Members: Lisa A Frisch, Hon. Helena Heath, Sheila Horton, Michael J. Hutter, Esq., Hon. Rachel
L. Kretser, UCS (Ret), Joanne Macri, Rika Murray, Esq., Sarah Rogerson, Esq.
ALBANY COUNTY
Lorraine I. Remo, Esq., Hon. Christina Ryba, Hon. Leslie E. Stein, Matthew Side, Esq.,
COLUMBIA COUNTY
Chris McMurray, Virginia Benedict, Esq.
GREENE COUNTY
Edward Kaplan, Esq., Brenda VanDermark
RENSSELAER COUNTY
Hon. Andrew Ceresia, Karen DeBenedetto, Hon. Jill Kehn, Patricia Beeler
SCHOHARIE COUNTY
F. Christian Spies
SULLIVAN COUNTY
Karen Linen, Esq.
ULSTER COUNTY
Hon. Christopher Cahill
ADMINISTRATION
Thomas A. Breslin, Beth Diebel, Esq., John Caher
Counties Served: Albany, Columbia, Green, Rensselaer, Schoharie, Sullivan, and Ulster
2016 Meetings
Dates of Meetings: 1 /14/16, 3/10/16, 5/12/16, 9/13/16
Average Attendance: 10-20 members
Do you use Videoconferencing? No
Would it be useful for members to meet via videoconference/Skype from their desktop
computer? Yes
2016 Special Events
Activities for Domestic Violence Awareness Month:
“Language Access and Domestic Violence: Speaking the Victim’s Language” 3.0 CLE credits were
offered (October 2016 Event delayed until Nov. 15, 2016 due to a scheduling conflict)
Activities for Women's History Month: Op Ed Press Coverage
Other Special Events or Activities: June 16, 2016 “Human Trafficking - An Upstate Perspective”
free MCLE (2 Professional Credits/1 Ethics Credit) See attached news article and program
information. Program material available online at
http://c.ymcdn.com/sites/www.albanycountybar.org/resource/resmgr/CLE_Materials/HT_Simu
lcast_Materials.pdf

Special Event Marketing
How were your special events advertised or marketed? Email, Mail, Flyer, Bar Association
mailings, OCA intranet, Partner Email Broadcasts, local media, OCA twitter and other
broadcasts.
Who and how many attended? Judges, Attorneys, Bar Associations, Law School Professors and
Administrators, Albany Law School students, Committee members, District Attorney’s, Public
Defender’s, Albany County Sheriff, Local Albany Police Chief and Deputy, other Local Law
Enforcement agencies, DV Advocacy Groups, Legal Aid, Legal Project. Approximately 150 people
attended the Human Trafficking program in March. Approximately 50 people attended the
Language Access program in November.
Was there any press before or after? Yes, see attached.
Future Plans
What are your plans for 2017?
Women’s History Month:
On March 31, 2017, in addition to a panel presentation, promoting a short documentary launch,
“Pioneering Women Jurists”, mastered and guided by John Caher, and narrated by the Hon.
Leslie E Stein, profiling female judicial pioneers in the Third Judicial District. This event is cosponsored by the Legal Project and several Bar Associations, i.e., WBASNY, Albany County Bar,
and the State Bar Association as well as Albany Law School.
Promotional Information:
On March 31, in honor of women's history month and the one hundredth anniversary of
women's suffrage, The third judicial district gender fairness committee is sponsoring a
continuing legal education program entitled, "balancing the scales of justice: the impact of
judicial diversity." The CLE panel includes Court of Appeals Associate Judge Leslie Stein, Third
Department Presiding Justice Karen Peters, Associate Justice Elizabeth Garry, Professors
Vincent Bonventre and Melissa Breger.
When: March 31, 2017, 1-4 p.m. (registration at 12:30 p.m.)
Where: Albany County Office Building, 112 State Street
What: Balancing the Scales of Justice: The Impact of Judicial Diversity
Who: Sponsored by the Third Judicial District Gender Fairness Committee. Co-sponsored by:
Albany County Bar Association; Albany Law School; Capital District Women’s Bar Association;
Franklin H. Williams Judicial Commission; National Association of Women Judges; New York
State Bar Association; NYS LGBT Commission; Women’s Bar Association of the State of New
York.
Participants (to date): Hon. Leslie Stein, Associate Judge, NYS Court of Appeals; Hon. Karen
Peters, Presiding Justice, Appellate Division, Third Department; Hon. Elizabeth Garry, Associate

Justice, Appellate Division, Third Department, and co-chair NYS LGBT Commission; former
Albany City Judge Rachel Kretser; Albany Law School professors Vincent Bonventre and Melissa
Breger.
Moderator: Susan Arbetter, host, The Capitol Pressroom
Details: The Third Judicial District Gender Fairness Committee will launch a documentary on
pioneering women judges in the seven-county district. Nine judges or former judges — all of
them a trailblazer in one way or another — are featured in an enlightening and inspiring film
narrated by Judge Leslie Stein of the Court of Appeals. After the viewing, panelists will discuss
if and how diversity impacts jurisprudence. Is diversity merely symbolic, or does it matter in a
substantive way?
CLE credit: It is anticipated that 3 CLE credits will be awarded, possibly including one for
ethics.
For more information, please contact Judge Rachel Kretser, rlk1att@yahoo.com
Other: Committee chair Rachel Kretser is serving as a panelist for a CLE program sponsored by
the New York State Animal Protective Federation and the New York State District Attorneys
Association. She will be speaking about the connection between animal abuse and domestic
violence. The seminar will be held in Albany on March 20, 2017.
What is your projected meeting schedule for 2017? 1/19 /17, 3/2/17
Concerns
What issues regarding women and gender in the courts do you think are important in 2017?
Continued focus on human trafficking; Immigration issues, Gender and sexual orientation
neutrality; Language access barriers; and violence towards animals, and if not horrific enough,
its path to violence against humans.
Do you see operational issues in your court or judicial district that adversely affect women or a
subgroup of women? Child care centers, supervised visitation, breastfeeding space, language
access/interpreters (availability, quality, or general usage of interpreters, both within and
outside of the courtroom)
Do you see unmet training needs? Yes
The lack of judicial diversity is still an issue upstate. Our committee will continue to provide
programs highlighting the importance of judicial diversity
Please share any areas of success during 2016 for your committee and/or in general regarding
gender bias and gender fairness in the courts. Our programs touched upon relevant and
extremely crucial issues and received local and statewide recognition for their content and
message to the legal community and community at large.

Educational Programs and Projects
What topics would you like to see developed for Lunch & Learn Sessions from 1:00 – 2:00 in the
courthouse? Continuation of the themes we’ve been addressing and expanding upon the
subject matter and available resources.
Would online viewing or videoconferencing be a useful tool for this purpose? Absolutely
Would you or your members be more able to participate if the program was available in realtime on your desktop computer? Yes. Due to the geographical distance of the district, it would
be most beneficial for a committee member who was unable to drive to the location of the
meeting but able to attend in their office. We would always want to have in person meetings as
well though to encourage the camaraderie, and insight team building, event enthusiasm and
participation.
Collaboration
Have you joined with groups outside the courts for programs or projects?
WABASNY, State Bar, Albany County Bar, Albany Law School, Unity House, Equinox, Legal
Project, NYS Domestic Violence State Agencies, Mohawk Hudson Humane Society, Judicial
Associations, All Local Enforcement Agencies, Center for Court Innovation, Albany County
Coalition Against Domestic Abuse, National Association of Women Judges, NYS Judicial Institute
(Note: all referenced partners are listed on attached flyers)

SINCE NEW YORK STATE enacted perhaps
FREE CLE PROGRAM @ ALBANY LAW SCHOOL
THURSDAY JUNE 16, 2016, 2:00-5:00 PM
the nation’s strongest anti human
trafficking statute in 2007, there have been THE THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT Gender Fairness
425 arrests statewide for sex and labor
Committee presents a free MCLE (2 Professional
credits/ 1 Ethics credit) program in conjunction with
trafficking. However, all but 80 of those
the Albany County Bar Association, Albany County
arrests have been in New York City. In the
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PANELISTS AND PRESENTERS
HON. RACHEL KRETSER

HON. FERNANDO CAMACHO

BRENDAN COX

HON. ERIC T. SCHNEIDERMAN

HON. ANDRA ACKERMAN

CARL J. BOYKIN

Albany City Court Judge
NYS Attorney General

HON. AMY MARTOCHE

Human Trafficking Intervention
Court Judge of Buffalo

Suffolk County Supreme Court
Cohoes City Court Judge

DAVID SOARES
Albany County District Attorney

CRAIG APPLE

Albany Police Chief
NYS Division of Criminal
Justice Services

JAMES SPERO

Special Agent of U.S. Homeland
Security Investigations

Albany County Sheriff

REGISTRATION
REGISTER ONLINE: http://www.albanycountybar.org/humantrafficking

SIMULCASTING AVAILABLE
YOUTUBE: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Vd6k-O6agE&feature=player_embedded
NYUCS: http://video.nycourts.gov/webcast.wmv

JOANNE MACRI

NYS Office of Indigent
Legal Services

MELISSA BREGER

Albany Law School Professor

NORA CRONIN

Office of Temporary
Disability Services

“Amici” Podcasts on Human Trafficking
The “Amici” podcast series was created by the OCA Office of Strategic Communications to share
information and insight from New York’s judges and the Unified Court System with
constituents, stakeholders and anyone else who might have an interest in these topics. The
audio from two of the panel discussions that took place during the Third Judicial District Gender
Fairness Committee program on human trafficking was converted to podcasts. They are Human
Trafficking: A Judicial Perspective and Human Trafficking: A Law Enforcement Perspective. In
addition, Susan Arbetter, the host of the public radio program Capitol Pressroom interviewed
three of the program participants – Judges Rachel Kretser of Albany and Andra Ackerman of
Cohoes and Albany Law School Professor Melissa Breger. That interview was also converted
into an Amici podcast, Human Trafficking: An Upstate Perspective. Transcripts of these
podcasts follow.

AMICI Podcast: Human Trafficking: An Upstate Perspective
Podcast available at http://video.nycourts.gov:8080/video/amici/podcasts/HTarbetter.mp3
John Caher: John Caher: Welcome to Amici, news and insight from the New York judiciary and Unified
Court System.
In today's program we present a segment from Susan Arbetter's award winning radio show, Capitol
Pressroom, a news and analysis program aired daily from the New York State Capitol. For her June 15,
2016 show, Susan interviewed three experts on human trafficking: Albany City Judge Rachel Kretser, the
chairperson of the Third Judicial District Gender Fairness Committee; Cohoes City Judge Andra
Ackerman, a member of the committee; and Albany Law School Professor Melissa Breger, who has
written extensively on this issue. We think you will find today's discussion interesting, illuminating,
enlightening, and disturbing. Forewarning: You will not find it entertaining.
Susan Arbetter: In preparing for the conversation you're about to hear, Alyssa and I were sent examples
of internet ads that depict photographs of half-naked, suggestively posed, children, being trafficked for
sexual exploitation. Some of the ads mention a location like the Albany Airport, or Colonie Center Mall,
and say the child is available for one day only, like a fire sale. This is human sex trafficking, and it's
happening right here in our backyard.
Yet listen closely to some of these statistics.
While 41 of the 62 counties in New York State have not reported a single sex trafficking arrest since New
York enacted its anti-trafficking law in 2007, almost 19,000 have been arrested for prostitution during
the same period.
Outside of New York City there has been 61 arrests for sex trafficking, and four convictions—four!
Something is wrong with how we're dealing with human trafficking in Upstate New York. On Thursday
June 16th, there is a continuing legal education program at the Albany Law School to address the issue.
It's titled, “Human Trafficking: An Upstate Perspective,” and today we're going to preview the program
with three guests who will be at the CLE program.
Judge Rachel Kretser was appointed to the Albany City Criminal Court in 2005, she is the chairperson of
the Gender Fairness Committee of the Third Judicial District. Before becoming a judge Rachel Kretser
was an assistant attorney general for more than 25 years. It's good to see you, thank you.
Judge Kretser: Thank you.
Susan Arbetter: We have Cohoes City Judge Andra Ackerman here. She is the former deputy division
chief of the Special Victims Trial Division at the Monroe County District Attorney's Office. There she
supervised 13 attorneys while handling her own case load that included child homicide and serial rape
trials. She's also the former director of the Office of Human Trafficking Prevention and Policy for the
State of New York. Judge Ackerman thank you so much for being here.
Judge Ackerman: Thank you for having me.
Susan Arbetter: Also here is Albany Law Professor Melissa Breger. She is an expert on dealing with the
victims of human trafficking. Prior to coming to Albany Law to be a professor, she taught at the

University of Michigan Law School, and co-authored New York Law of Domestic Violence, a two volume
treatise publish by Reuters Thompson West. Thank you so much for being here professor.
Prof. Breger: Thank you for having me.
Susan Arbetter: This is going to be a difficult conversation, I just want to alert you to that before we
begin. Judge Kretser, I want to start with you. One of the reason there's a misperception that human
trafficking is a downstate issue is that there have been very few convictions for sex trafficking in upstate
New York. I think there's been one in Albany County, none in Rensselaer County, four in the rest of the
state. Why is that?
Judge Kretser: Well, I see a steady stream of prostitution cases in my court.
Susan Arbetter: As a judge. Judge Kretser: As a judge, yes, and I see the desperation and devastation in
their eyes.
Susan Arbetter: In the eyes of the prostitutes who are come before you?
Judge Kretser: Exactly. They're bought and sold like pieces of merchandise, sometimes 10 to 30 times a
day, they're bought and sold. They lack any sense of human dignity, and so forth. And although I see a
steady stream of prostitution cases, I have had exactly one case involving a john patronizing
prostitution, and I have had no human trafficking cases at all, in my court. This is not just my experience
as a criminal court judge, I checked with my colleagues, and it is also their experience. There are many
reasons for that, and I'm going to defer to my colleague.
Susan Arbetter: Judge Ackerman, in 2007 New York enacted what was arguably one of the toughest
anti-trafficking statutes in the country, but there is this problem, as Judge Kretser has started to detail
for us, that it's just not prosecuted. Why?
Judge Ackerman: There are many reasons. One of the big reasons is failing to identify victims of
trafficking. You have to look beneath the surface. Even the ads that you saw that were taken from
BackPage, on their face, without ...
Susan Arbetter: At BackPage.com.
Judge Ackerman: BackPage.com, without the proper training, experience, and professionals, often
times law enforcement will see this as a teenage criminal, instead of an underage victim, and it really
has a lot to do with training, and having a coordinated effort to look beneath the surface. It's much
easier, and old school, for law enforcement to set up a sting, for example, at a hotel, where you have a
trafficker who may have four or five girls at the Red Roof Inn, for example, making $1,000 a day off of
each girl. It's easier going in there and arresting the girls for prostitution, and not looking deeper to see
who is in the background.
Susan Arbetter: Is it simply a matter of the police not knowing to look deeper? Or is it just that it's just
easier not to.
Judge Ackerman: There is lots of layers here. First is getting them to even look beneath the surface.
Then, you have a situation where you have a traffic victim who has been told not to trust the police, had
fear instilled in them that they could be harmed, or their family could be harmed, and then you have a
law enforcement office approaching them as a teenage criminal, not as an underage victim. That initial
contact is not opening the dialogue as to what's really happening to her. It's a lack of training in this

area, it's a lack of having a specialized unit to deal with this unique situation. The sad thing is, is we live
in a reality in upstate New York, that if ... Let's take a man who is 40 years old. If he is caught having sex
with a 14 year old that he meets down the street in his neighborhood, that is at minimum statutory
rape, and he is going to be a registered sex offender. However, if it's something like a sting at the
Holiday Inn, and there is money exchanged between the two, and she's 14 and he's 40, you're more
than likely to see her being arrested for prostitution, and not doing much investigation as to who the
individual is who perpetrated against her.
Susan Arbetter: What happens to the statutory rape charge? She's still 14.
Judge Ackerman: I completely agree with you. That's, again, it's a perception that needs to change
through a coordinated effort. It's seeing that we have this problem of seeing these girls as teenage
criminals, without looking deeper. It takes time, and it takes patience. You can't just go up to a victim,
and say, "Hey are you being trafficked?" and she's going to say, "Absolutely, there he is." She needs
services.
Susan Arbetter: Professor Breger is here, and you've looked into this. What are some of the services
that could help these women? Girls, frankly.
Prof. Breger: Well, let me just step back for a moment, if I could, and just talk about what I think is a
misconception that this is somehow a choice, that these children want to be prostituting. Especially
when we're talking about children, it's hardly a choice, and it's really not. It's near impossible for these
victims to escape their traffickers. Not only are they afraid, but it's not uncommon to have what we call
trauma corresponding, where the victim bonds to the trafficker over time, similar to the idea of
Stockholm Syndrome. A lot of it can relate back to poverty, but remember also that if we look back at
the early lives of these folks, all too often there is some kind child abuse in the early lives, lack of
parental love, unconditional love, and they sometimes ... It's a complicated and somewhat perverse way
of seeing their traffickers as their protectors.
What Judge Ackerman said, is one is identifying the victims, but two is convincing the victims that they
are victims.
Susan Arbetter: Where do these children come from? How are they lured into this life?
Prof. Breger: There's a number of different ways, and there's certainly what many think of as
international child trafficking, where children and their families are sort of lured into thinking there's
opportunities in America, come with us, and they're trafficked illegally, but it also happens with our own
American citizens. A lot of our teenagers who run away from their homes, from foster homes, who are
thrown away by parents, end up ... they are often picked up within the day, within 24 hours, of leaving
their home, traffickers find them. Unfortunately, again, because of that complication, it just becomes
just a very negative relationship.
Susan Arbetter: How predominate is this here in New York?
Prof. Breger: I don't have the statistics for New York specifically, but there are stats that say two
children are sexually enslaved every minute across this globe.
Susan Arbetter: Across the world?
Prof. Breger: Across the world.

Susan Arbetter: Let's go back to Judge Kretser, you mentioned that there are very few pimps, and
johns, who are prosecuted. I can see the johns maybe not being prosecuted because of so many
misconceptions, and our perceptions, of men and women, but the pimps are right there, typically, in the
courtroom. Why aren't they prosecuted?
Judge Kretser: No they're typically not in the courtroom, unfortunately. It's a question of encouraging
the people standing before me as prostitution defendants, to turn in their trafficker or their pimp.
Susan Arbetter: The one that they have acquired a relationship with, that Stockholm Syndrome.
Judge Kretser: That's right, exactly, and one they're afraid of. That's where it becomes complicated. It is
more difficult ... The prostitutes are the low hanging fruit when it comes to law enforcement. They're
out there, they're easy to get, it's much harder to get the traffickers. They hide in the shadows, but it is
very important that we expend the time, and resources, to go after both the traffickers and the demand
side.
Susan Arbetter: The johns.
Judge Kretser: If the demand dries up, then the supply dries up. If you can shame the johns, and there
are a variety of ways that this is done across the country.
Susan Arbetter: How?
Judge Kretser: Well they can publish the names, and if names are published, I guarantee you the supply
will quickly ... The demand ...
Susan Arbetter: Publish where?
Judge Kretser: Well if the ... If law enforcement were to publish those names, I think that the ... Why
don't they?
Judge Kretser: Perhaps they are considering it. I think that ... Let me say, the reason we are holding this
program is that this is a human rights issue. By shining a light on the most vulnerable of our population,
we hope to encourage an integrated approach when dealing with human trafficking cases. We hope to
educate judges, attorneys, law enforcement personnel, and victim's advocates, about the powerful tools
available to them, to prosecute and handle human trafficking cases.
Susan Arbetter: Judge Ackerman, you said that these ads that we saw were from a place called
BackPage.com. Is that where most of the ads are published? What is this, an online place?
Judge Ackerman: Predominately, in upstate New York, it use to be Craigslist, it's now Backpage.
Craigslist backed off when they received a lot of pressure from our governor a few years back. BackPage
has really taken over, and the stats out there, they're making about $22 million, nationally, on just the
selling sex for money ads on ...
Susan Arbetter: I realize there's a free speech issues, but there's nothing that can be done about this?
Judge Ackerman: They're working on it, but right now it's out there. It's out there now, if you went on
there. What's very frustrating is you have perpetrators and this is a very lucrative business for them. For
them, when they go on BackPage, and they take a couple of pictures of each girl, and they have a
location ... I want to go back from it, when you talk about 1 day only. They're moving them around. A lot
of them start downstate, and they know it's easier upstate, because the prosecutions are less, and they

move them around up here. What they do is they ... When you put an ad on BackPage, I guarantee you
within minutes, you have perpetrators looking for these girls online, and will set up a meeting at the
hotel.
This perpetrator knows he's got a vulnerable individual, who wants that initial attention, he starts out
with attention, and manipulating her, and lying to her, and then it goes to beating, and fear, and threats.
Within 24 to 48 hours, he can have her working for him in a hotel, have people calling to get with these
girls, making this money from her. Then, when she can't produce any more, he throws her away in the
street, and says, "You know something? Law enforcement is not going to believe you anyway, and
they're not going to want deal with you." It's more profitable for them to do this than it is drugs, selling
drugs.
Susan Arbetter: We have about a minute left in this particular segment Professor, but there seems to
be a real disconnect between male law enforcement, and looking at these people as victims, these
primarily female victims. Why is that?
Prof. Breger: I can't speak to why that is, other than to acknowledge that, yes, there is a disconnect
there, and I think it's easier to see these children as prostitutes, as if that were somehow a choice,
something that they have chosen to do, as opposed to being trafficked, and coerced, and manipulated,
and threatened, and intimidated over time. I can't speak to the law enforcement aspect of it, other than
to say our society needs to change, and our culture needs to change.
Susan Arbetter: We're going to take a break, we'll be right back. We're talking about human trafficking.
On Thursday the 16th of June there is a CLE — I believe that stands for Continuing Legal Education
program —at Albany Law School, dealing with human trafficking, and specifically Upstate New York,
which is an issue. Is it clear in the law that these children are victims and shouldn't be prosecuted? Or is
there some sort of need for more clarity?
Judge Kretser: Well, the law itself is not the problem. That's why I'm glad we're educating people about
the law. We have one of the strongest, broadest laws in the nation. The law is not the problem. We're
just trying to get the word out. In New York, they had a national summit on human trafficking, which
Judge Lippman, our then Chief Judge, chaired. We're just hoping to bring a smaller version of that
upstate, so that we can get out the word. If prostitution is the world's oldest profession, as they say,
well if that's the case then I would say human trafficking, or pimping, is the second oldest profession.
Susan Arbetter: You wanted to say something Professor.
Prof. Breger: I just wanted to acknowledge that New York has a great, what we call, “Safe Harbor Act,”
which almost all states have. If you are a child, rather than being brought in as a juvenile delinquent, you
can be brought, rather than to criminal court, to family court. One of the things that I've been
researching, and recommending is that once that child is in family court, we have services available to
them in family court that they might not otherwise have in criminal court, such as therapeutic foster
homes, and counselling, that can be ordered by the family court judge. We do have something, a
mechanism, in place for treating these children as children.
Susan Arbetter: Isn't there a systemic problem with the law enforcement? Even just the criminal justice
system, seeing somebody who might once been before them as a prostitute, as always a prostitute?

Prof. Breger: Yes, and I think a lot of it again goes back to changing the culture. Judge Kretser talked
about shaming the johns, and if you look at countries like Sweden, and Finland and so forth, they have
really changed the culture so that it is shaming the johns, to work on the demand issue and to focus less
on the victim, who is being trafficked, and more on who is buying her “services.”
Susan Arbetter: Because if the demand is no longer there, then you don't have the issue, and human
trafficking would come to an end. It's all about the demand.
Prof. Breger: It’s demand.
Susan Arbetter: Is there an education element here?
Prof. Breger: I believe so, I believe so, and Judge Ackerman talked about the financial incentives here,
the human trafficking industry generates over $32 billion in profits each year, so there is a tremendous
demand. Often times it's connected to organized crime. These are very sophisticated networks, often
times, so we really have to work coordinated with law enforcement, and also enforcing, and also
educating the public about the situation.
Susan Arbetter: We're talking about a difficult topic here, but one that must be talked about, it's human
trafficking. We'll talk about some specific cases that, not naming names, but some cases that these
judges have had before them in the past. We'll be right back. Judge Ackerman, you have dealt with
these cases for a long time. You have a story to share with us.
Judge Ackerman: I do, it was the first human trafficking case that came across my desk when I was at
the Special Victims Unit in Schenectady County. It was right when the law had passed, but not started
yet. It was right in this in between stage. What it taught me, very early on in my career in this area, is
how amazingly easy it is to manipulate a young girl.
This case was a 14 year old who ran away from her home a number of times, and it's fully believed by us
that there was abuse going on in her home, which precipitated her running away in the first place. She
had taken a bus to Albany, and ran out of money, so had to get out at Schenectady, and was walking
down the streets. There was a guy sitting in front of his house, and he lured her with a cocktail and a
cigarette saying she must be cold. Again, it was getting dark outside. While she's sitting at the bar, he
goes and calls about four of his friends saying, "Hey there's a girl here. She looks like she may be willing
to party. Why don't you come on over?"
Now she's in a situation. She's 14 years old, and she has five men in this bar. One tries to lead her up to
the apartment, and attacks her in the stairwell, another individual comes and saves the day for her,
punches this guy in the face, drags her out, says, "Don't touch her."
What's happening now is he's becoming a savior to her. He says, "You need to come home with me,
you're not safe here."
He brings her to his house, puts her in a bed in the basement down there, finds out her favorite color is
pink, she loves pizza, and macaroni and cheese, he goes out and buys her pink towels, pink toothbrush,
all the food she likes. Again, this is the manipulation. She's falling for this guy who is going to save her
from a world that's very unpleasant for her, and scary, and unsafe.
Within a week’s time, he was sleeping with her, telling her he loved her, and then telling her he does
construction for a living, and since it's winter time, and there's no money coming in, she needs to

participate in the finances of this “family” that they are now. She's not going to like it too much, but
since she can't be found, she doesn't want to go back home, and she's not of age, he thinks that they
could make some money, but she has to agree to trust him, and to have sexual contact with individuals
that he promises her are safe, starting with his friends for $10 here, $20 there. He then took her to bars
and would have her in the car. Within a three week period of time she has so many lifelong health
problems from this, and mental health problems, she was just a mess.
What happened, how she was found, was her family was putting up pictures of her, and her age, her
date of birth is on there. One guy who paid money to be with her started, basically, choking on his hard
roll and coffee in the morning, because he's looking saying, "Oh my god, she's 14 years old." He called
his attorney, and said, "I want to tell you where she is, but I don't want to be prosecuted." We ended up
working out a deal with him, where he ended up wiring himself up.
I can tell you the perpetrator's name, by the way, it's David Tittensor wired himself up, and got
admissions from everybody that he knew that she had been sold to. Here's the interesting thing that we
can all relate to here, it took her six months to turn David Tittensor in. She was in love with him. She
thought that he was doing this for her, so that they could be a “family.” He shipped her $30 when he got
a phone call from his friend, and sent her back to Charlton School for Girls in Saratoga.
That started a process where it took six months of counselling with her to be able to come to terms with
what really happened to her, and to get services for her, and for her to cooperate. It was in this short
period of time ... Oh also, a piece of it was when she didn't want to do it any more, he said, "Well you
have to. You owe me now. You owe me for the rent, you owe me for the food I bought you. You owe me
for the clothes I bought you." In her young mind she's thinking, "I owe him. I have to continue to do
this." This was part of that manipulation that was going on with her. It happened within a week he is
selling her, within a week. It can be as short as 24, 48, hours. This case was right in Schenectady County,
and he was prosecuted at 5 to 15 on an aggravated promoting prostitution, which was the maximum he
could by law then.
Susan Arbetter: How come that isn't human trafficking?
Judge Ackerman: It is human trafficking. The problem is that the law wasn't passed in New York yet.
Then New York law came to fill the gap from the federal system. The federal system didn't want to take
this on because it was one person. When their caseload is so high, New York law was made, created
exactly for this purpose, to fill the gap. If that law would have been in effect when this happened, we
were just months shy of it, he would have been convicted of sex trafficking, hands down.
Susan Arbetter: Say that one more time.
Judge Kretser: A B felony.
Susan Arbetter: What does this mean? A B felony?
Judge Kretser: Well that's the second highest level of felony.
Susan Arbetter: Rather than a highest level because he's ...
Judge Kretser: No, a B felony is a very severe ...
Judge Ackerman: Up to 25 years.

Judge Kretser: Up to 25 years. Rather than the patronizing statute.
Susan Arbetter: Which is lesser.
Judge Kretser: Much less.
Judge Ackerman: Or it's aggravating, promoting, prostitution.
Susan Arbetter: What else could New York do with its law? I mean you keep saying, all of you, that this
is such a strong law.
Judge Kretser: There is a rape shield law that protects victims of rape from having to disclose their prior
sexual history when they're being cross examined on the stand. We need something similar in the
human trafficking statute, because these cases are hard enough to prosecute. You don't need to put
additional impediments, and you don't need to subject the victims, and that's what they are, to this kind
of cross examination.
Susan Arbetter: What else should we know about these victims?
Prof. Breger: For children who have run away from family homes, where often there is some kind of
abuse as well, sometimes they see in their exploiters the promise, and the structure, of a home that
they've never had, right? This child is maybe getting more food from her exploiter than she's getting in
the house. What's critical to remember is that trafficking victims are highly likely to sustain a chronic
lifelong post traumatic stress disorder, the PTSD we see in our war veterans, our combat veterans. The
psychological and physical trauma endured by these victims is incalculable and often untold.
Susan Arbetter: What else should we know? What else can we expect from this CLE?
Prof. Breger: I think also that it's everywhere, as much as we want to think it's only in other countries,
it's only in large cities. It's rural, it's urban, it's suburban, it's in our massage parlors, our truck stops, our
restaurants, our motels, everywhere in this state, everywhere in this country.
Susan Arbetter: It's right in our own backyards. Is there anything ... I realize the CLE is for attorneys,
right?
Judge Kretser: Well no, not just attorneys.
Susan Arbetter: Okay, because I was going to ask about, what about people who are in the criminal
justice system who might not be attorneys?
Judge Kretser: Well it's for judges, it's for anyone involved in the criminal justice system —victims
advocates, attorneys on both the defense and prosecution side, and most importantly, or equally
importantly, law enforcement personnel. We've invited law enforcement personnel to be part of this. I
will say, one thing that's very encouraging is that we've had a good response from Attorney General
Schneiderman, the top law enforcement official. David Soares, DA Soares, is the panelist.
Susan Arbetter: From Albany County.
Judge Kretser: Right. Brendan Cox, Albany police chief, is a panelist. We have had a good response from
law enforcement, and they are participating.

Susan Arbetter: Will this kind of thing happen across the rest of upstate, or is this just specific to Albany
Law School.
Judge Kretser: Right now it's the only program to my knowledge upstate. I do believe that they may
have had one in Buffalo, but within this upstate area it's the only program of its kind.
Susan Arbetter: Again, the CLE program about human trafficking, an upstate perspective, is taking place
Thursday June 16th, Albany Law School. For more information, or to sign up, you can visit
AlbanyCountyBar.org/human trafficking. I want to thank my great guests today, Judge Rachel Krester,
Professor Melissa Breger, and Judge Andra Ackerman. Thank you all.
Judge Ackerman: Thank you.
Judge Kretser: Our pleasure.
John Caher: Thank you for listening to this edition of Amici. If you have a suggestion for a topic on Amici,
call John Caher at 518-453-8669, or send him a note at JCAHER@NYCOURTS.GOV. In the meantime, stay
tuned.
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John Caher: Welcome to Amici, News and Insight from the New York Judiciary and Unified Court System.
On June 16th, 2016 the Gender Fairness Committee of the Third Judicial District held an extraordinary
program entitled “Human Trafficking: Upstate Perspective.” The program, which brought to light the
fact that New York's robust anti-trafficking statue is almost never utilized outside of New York City,
featured a rolling series of panel discussions, all moderated by Albany City Judge Rachel Kretser, chair of
the Gender Fairness Committee.
In addition to an update on the law, there were panels focusing on the judicial perspective, the law
enforcement perspective, and the victim perspective. For today's podcast, we present the audio portion
of the judicial panel. The panel included two judges who handle these cases — Justice Fernando
Camacho of Suffolk County and Judge Amy Martoche of Buffalo—as well as one, Judge Andra Ackerman
of Cohoes, who recently came to the bench after a career as a sex crime prosecutor and a state-wide
director of human trafficking prevention and policy.
Judge Kretser: We are now going to turn the program over to three judges. Judge Fernando Camacho of
the Suffolk Supreme Court, would you be kind enough to come up now?
Judge Camacho is a national leader on the subject of human trafficking, ever since he had an
“epiphany,” as he describes it. I'm sure he'll talk more about that in just a moment. And the Buffalo City
Court Judge, please come up Amy Martoche. Judge Martoche presides over the Human Trafficking
Intervention Court in Buffalo. Once again, Judge Ackerman. I'm going to start with you, Judge Camacho.
Justice Camacho: Hello. Thank you for having me here. I'm going to share with you this afternoon my
own personal story and journey of redemption that got me to this point. It started over 30 years ago
when I was with a young prosecutor at the DA's office working the early morning hours of a lobster shift
about 2 in the morning. The young kids, they were kids, would walk out in daisychain.
Everybody in the audience would snicker and laugh and they would come out one at a time before the
bench, and we would play a game called “Let's Make a Deal.” It would work like this: I, as a prosecutor
would say, "Judge, she's got 10 convictions for prostitution, 30 days!” [The defense attorney] would say,
"Judge come on, she's a kid! Ten days." The judge would cut it in half, "All right, 20 days in jail, take
charge."
As I looked at their faces walking back toward the cell, and they were crying. Mascara running down.
Those lost eyes, poor lost eyes. There was nothing, they were dead eyes. It would break my heart. My
antennae would say, "It’s wrong? What are you doing?" Yet, I did it again, and again, and again.
Then about 10 years later, I became a judge, a City Criminal Court Judge. Then I'm the one on the bench
now. "Judge, 30 days." "No judge, 10 days she's a kid." "All right, 20 days, take charge." I did that for
about three years as a judge. My moment came one night about 10 pm in a small arraignment court in
Queen's County.

A young girl named Siobhan walked out. Again, we were going through the same game, and the
prosecutor was saying, "Judge, 30 day.” She was 16, and had about five convictions for prostitution.
"Judge, 30 days!" "Judge, 10 days!"
I was about to say 20 days and I looked at her, she looked up at me with those eyes. I said, "Stop! Stop
this madness, please. Now! Why is this kid here?" The guy was in the audience, giving her signs. "Take
the plea, go on and take the plea." I looked at him, looked at her and said, "Come up here. Please
adjourn this case back to my part when I'm not working arraignments. I want to know her story."
I did that, I learned her story a couple weeks later. Every time I worked arraignments after that, every
person charged with prostitution I'm not taking the plea. Send it back to my part. One day the
administrative judge said, "Hey Fernando, how come you have a lot of prostitution cases in your all
purpose part? I've been meaning to talk to you about that." I got their stories and the stories were
tragic, they break your heart. It's the same story over and over again.
Throw aways, run-aways, from dysfunctional homes, sexually abused, physically abused, looking for
something, someone to care about them. To show them some love. To find a family. They wind up
running away or just hanging out somewhere where they meet Mr. Right, who says, "Hey, you're pretty,
I like you. Come on, you want to come with me? Come to my car, let's go." For the first week, they're
living the high life and he's finding out everything he can about her. "Who do you love most in the
world?" "My grandmother." "Where does she live? Okay great."
At the end of that week, "Okay, now I've given you so much drugs. This, that, and the other thing. You
owe me. You're going to work." She gets out to work on the track. The track is a desolate, awful place
where they walk and they have sex with strangers—12 or more every night, and they don't keep a dime.
They come back, if they're out-of-pocket, if they don't have enough money for that night they get
beaten.
There's rules—pimps up, hos down, and the pimps come on the block, the girls have to step off the
sidewalk. Pimps circle, somebody does something wrong in the middle of pimps, they are beaten. They
try to run away, they get brought back. "I'm going to find your grandma. I'm going to cut her fingers off."
Real case: "If you don't stay, I'm going to bring your grandma's fingers in a box. You told me where she
lives." "Okay, I guess I better stay."
Average age of entering into prostitution: 12 or 13 years old. These are not mature adults who make
knowing and intelligent decisions. Way back when, with very few resources, we began. [Judge] Toko
Serita took over after I left the first Human Trafficking Intervention Court, where every single
prostitution case came to that part and we started hearing their stories. I am proud to say I have never
sentenced another person charged with prostitution to a jail sentence after that day.
The focus became let's not put them in jail. Let's get them some help. Let's find the professionals who
work this population, who know the unique issues, who know how to get their trust and their
confidence. Let's get them out of the life. I did that for a number of years, and we had some failures. We
had young woman named Erin who was found at the age of 17, frozen to death in a railroad yard on a
February morning. Beaten to death and frozen to death.
And we had some incredible successes. We had some survivors whose will and spirit was much stronger
than any fist of any trafficker, or any jail cell. Siobhan was such a survivor. Over the years, she kept

coming back to see me, even after she graduated from my court. "Judge I got my first computer!" "Judge
I just bought a car!" "Judge I just got my first apartment!"
She’d walk in, and I’d stop the proceedings to talk to my friend. One day, she stopped coming. I got
worried, it was a year and another year and she didn't come. "Where's Siobhan? Where is Siobhan?"
I have no way to find her. I moved up a few floors in my building. Now I'm an important guy. One day I'm
in the middle of a meeting and my secretary comes in, "There's a woman out there, a young woman
who says she has to see you." I said, "I'll be there in a minute. Let me finish my meeting."
Half an hour later I come out and she was gone, but the court officer gives me a note. She says, "Hi
Judge, it's Siobhan. Don't worry, I'm not in trouble. I was just in the neighborhood and I wanted to tell
you I'm doing this, I got that. I've got my own apartment, I'm back with my mom.” She's telling me
whole bunch of things. At the end she says, "Mostly I just wanted to let you know that I'm good."
At that point, in front of the court officer, tears started coming down my eyes. I yelled out, "Siobhan I
always knew you were good!"
The story did not end there. A few years back Judge Serita took over for me in the Human Trafficking
Intervention Court and decided she's going to have a 10th anniversary of the court. She invites me out
and I'm very excited. At the end of the speakers and everything else, everybody is there, it's good to see
everybody. She says, "I have one more surprise for Judge Camacho."
In the courtroom walks Siobhan with her husband, her mom, and her little two-year-old boy. I stood up,
we ran toward each other, I gave her the biggest hug, and we cried. Later on, I'm talking to her mom at
the end she said to me, "Judge, thank you so much. You saved my daughter's life." As I thought about
that and reflected upon that, who really needed saving? Who really needed redemption — A 16-yearold kid who was a throw away, who had no choice, or a 43-year-old former homicide prosecutor judge,
who should have known better all along?
The bottom line is who really saved who? Thank you.
Judge Kretser: That's an incredibly powerful and moving story. Thank you so much for sharing it with us.
I can tell you personally, although I haven't been doing this as long as you have, as you were speaking I
was relating from the heart to what you were saying. I'll tell you, that's why I'm standing here today and
that's why I'm involved in this program. I had been involved in putting it together because we all have to
do something, but you're a leader, so thank you so much.
Now, Judge Amy Martoche, who is the Human Trafficking Intervention Judge for Buffalo, will speak to
us. I want to say there are 11 Human Trafficking Courts throughout the state. The closest one to Albany
is Syracuse, or maybe Yonkers, which are both about 150 miles away. Just saying.
All right, Judge Martoche.
Judge Martoche: Good afternoon everybody. Thank you. I'm so glad to be here with all of you and I have
to say it's a really hard act to follow Judge Camacho, because I don't know about all of you, but I was
tearing up sitting next to him, and I've heard his story before. Truly, what I have done is follow Judge
Camacho. I am the Human Trafficking Judge in Buffalo, and I have been lucky enough to benefit from
Judge Camacho's model.

It's not often that I can say that the judiciary is out in front on an issue, but on this issue, we really are
out in front. I am proud to be part of the forerunner in this. I have to say that it has been a true
partnership in Buffalo.
The way that the 11 trafficking courts were created, because there was one in Manhattan, there was
one in Queens, and there were some in the boroughs, but it became a state-wide pilot project under the
leadership of Chief Judge Jonathan Lippman. When he created these pilot courts, as we call them, there
was a great deal of skepticism in places like Buffalo, New York, and in places like Syracuse, New York.
There was this unspoken belief that while prostitution is the oldest profession in the books, it's a victimless crime. Let me tell you that nothing can be further from the truth. It is not a victim-less crime. Once
there became a partnership, a true partnership, with law enforcement, and I credit the Buffalo Police
Department, the District Attorney's Office, the Erie County Sheriff's office for educating its officers and
its prosecutors, and learning how to identify people who showed signs of trafficking, who were in
commercial sex work.
Once those people are identified, the idea of course is to provide services to them, not so we can “save”
them, but because we're not “saving” anybody, but so that they can make their own choices, so they
can be empowered to make other choices and get away from a life that they don't want be living.
We have been really lucky in New York that the judiciary has been at the forefront. Buffalo recently has
had two very successful prosecutions of traffickers. Within the past six weeks there has been a federal
conviction and there has been a local conviction in county court. That hasn't happened in a while either
in the local or federal systems. That's where I am, thank you.
Judge Kretser: Thank you very much Judge Martoche.
Judge Ackerman?
Judge Ackerman: Thank you. Most of my comments here are really going to be from the perspective of
a former prosecutor dealing with special victim's cases, and working with sex trafficking victims, and
watching the judges in the courts that handled the trials. I look back, and it's just so important for me to
express this to everyone here, to what goes on through the perpetrator's mind, which gets me so fired
up that I want to start prosecuting those cases again.
There's an article, there's a guy Nicholas Kristof who writes for the New York Times. He's fabulous. It's
really worth looking him up online and reading the article. I think it was in 2008. The New York Times
actually sent about a hundred letters out to perpetrators who were in custody for sex trafficking crimes,
seeing if they would be interviewed. Some of them took them up on it because the New York Times
wanted to know more about this interaction, how you are luring these victims.
When I read this, I was so angry. They were just very candid and said, "Look, it's a lot of money. It's little
investment. You look for throw-away kids." Literally, they would say, "I look for girls with backpacks on
that nobody wants to be around. She's by herself. She's hanging around the school later. She's at the
mall. She’s in Internet chat sites."
They're looking for throw-away kids that, in their mind, they know nobody cares about, and then they
say it's so easy to lure them in. Again, you're looking at 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17-year-old kids who have that

feeling of not having any unconditional love. You get someone who's going to start out being really nice
to them and getting their nails done, telling them that they're beautiful, becoming their boyfriend.
It usually starts with having sex with them, and then it leads to, "Well, you've got to help with the bills.
Maybe could you have sex with my friend? He'll pay money." All of a sudden, there's all this
manipulation, there's fear — what Judge Camacho said about threatening families. There is also an
emotional tie times two, where all of a sudden they're not going to be able to be together if she's not
helping with the bills. Then, all of a sudden the violence comes in.
This trafficker knows, they've said it, they know that they will make a lot of money from her because
she's young and fresh, and you make more with the younger girls. When you do that to an individual
over time, if she doesn't have mental health issues before she went in, she sure will have it soon.
She's going to get STDs, she's going to have other health problems, she's going to be addicted to drugs,
often because they are given to her. This perpetrator knows that when all the stuff adds up, and now
she's not making the money any more, he can toss her out into the street and noone's going to believe
her because he's gotten her to believe that she's committing a crime and who the hell is going to care
about her?
Because nobody cared about her when she got involved, and now she's addicted to drugs, she's got STD,
other health issues, she's got major mental health issues. He knows that law enforcement is not going to
do anything. What broke my heart in upstate New York, when I was reading that, is knowing a lot of
times that is absolutely true. It's just really failure to identify the victims and having a coordinated
response.
It's just lack of knowledge.
I’ve got to tell you, this hits me a little bit more because, for what it's worth, I was a throw-away kid
when I was younger. I was in an orphanage, I was in foster care, and I made it and I survived. I was not a
victim of sex trafficking, but that sure as heck could have been me.
I know what it feels like to be a throw-away kid. I know how vulnerable they are, and it fired me up to
think that you can do that to a child. Then, when you're done with her, you're not just messing with a
year or two of her life —which is an ignorant thing that some people think, just lack of knowledge.
“Well, you really screwed with the year or two of her life.” If she's ever able to get her life back on track
after what that happened to her, it's a blessing, because it takes a lot of hard work, so he's stripping her
of her entire life.
I really had an extra passion for this when I was in Monroe County DA's office. I wanted all the serial
rape cases. I wanted all the sex trafficking cases, and I found that the adult prostitutes, which often
times are working without a pimp, we're talking thirty, forty-olds out there. They are out on the streets
at two in the morning and getting raped.
When meeting with them, I always talk to them on their level.
Everybody is an equal to me, nobody is above me and nobody is below me. Having that rapport with
them, because I know that could have easily been me, when they learn to trust you, they tell you so
much. I never met an adult victim of a sexual assault that was not victimized as a child.

To me, they take an innocent child, destroy her, and then she becomes a pathetic adult that nobody
wants to deal with. That's sad for me because that's a beautiful life that has been stolen. That's what
fired me up. That's what made me have such success in the trials. It was really hard for me to leave,
because it takes special people to do this kind of work. They are not easy to deal with when they're
younger, when they're teenagers, or when they get older, but they are beautiful souls.
I want to thank all you guys really for being here. Hopefully that we can increase the amount of people
that are really supporting them and treating as the victims that they are.
Judge Kretser: Thank you. Thank you Judge Ackerman for sharing your knowledge. She is one of the
most knowledgeable people on this subject in the state, and for sharing your personal story. That meant
a lot.
John Caher: Thank you for listening to this edition of Amici. If you have a suggestion for a topic on Amici,
call John Caher at 518-453-8669 or send him a note at jcaher@nycourts.gov. In the meantime, stay
tuned.
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John Caher: Welcome to Amici, News and Insight from the New York Judiciary and Unified Court
System.
If you listened to our prior podcast, you know that on June 16, 2016 the Gender Fairness Committee of
the 3rd Judicial District held an extraordinary program entitled "Human Trafficking: An Upstate
Perspective." In the prior podcast, we presented the view from the bench. Today, we're bringing the
view from law enforcement.
The speakers at the program included Albany County District Attorney David Soares, James Spero, a
Special Agent with the US Department of Homeland Security, C.J. Boykin of the New York State Division
of Criminal Justice Services and Albany Police Chief Brendan Cox.
We hope you find the program interesting and informative.
Judge Kretser: All right, now we've heard from the judiciary. Now it's time to hear the law enforcement
perspective. Again, we have an all-star panel and one of our stars is missing! We just noticed that.
Hopefully, he will return shortly. D.A. Soares, I'm sure will be here momentarily.
We have Special Agent Jim Spero of Homeland Security and C.J. Boykin from the Division of Criminal
Justice Services and we have Albany Police Chief Brendan Cox. Shortly, we will have, here he is, District
Attorney David Soares. It really is a wonderful panel, so I will turn it over to ... Let's see, who shall we
start with? Special Agent Spero. I think I'll start with you.
James Spero: Thank you very much for having me. Thank you all for taking time out of your day to
attend such an important event.
I am James Spero and I'm actually the Special Agent in Charge for Homeland Security Investigations for
most of upstate New York. Before I get into my remarks, one thing I would just want to ask is, has
anybody in the room already worked with Homeland Security Investigations in this area or any other?
All right, a couple of our victim advocate folks. Glad to see you, but not a lot of people in the room. Does
anyone in the room know what Homeland Security Investigations is? All right. I'm glad that I didn't just
automatically assume that. I usually don't. I just want to give a quick brief on what my agency is and
what we're trying to accomplish.
Homeland Security Investigations is the primary or principal investigative law enforcement agency
within the Department of Homeland Security. HSI is a part of DHS. What our main mission is to combat
transnational criminal organizations who seek to exploit America's legitimate trade, travel and financial
systems. It's a big mission. We have about 8,400 employees. We're in about 200 cities throughout the
country and we have 62 offices around the globe. It's that international footprint that really helps us
with those transnational criminal organizations. I just want to remind everybody too, is that this
particular area that we're talking about, human trafficking, is both a global issue and a very close to
home domestic issue as well.
My area of responsibility within HSI, I'm based out of Buffalo. I'm the Special Agent in Charge in Buffalo,
New York. I cover the upper 48 counties of New York which includes the 450 miles of New York and

Canadian border. I have offices in Buffalo, Syracuse, Messina, Rouses Point and right here in Albany.
We've got a big mission. We have essentially, what the agency's made up of, I forgot to let you know, it
is the former US Customs Service agents and the former Immigration and Naturalization Service agents
combined to become Immigration Customs Enforcement Homeland Security Investigations. That's
where we get our authority. We're a cross-border border agency and we enforce over 400 statutes and
regulations pertaining to Federal law enforcement.
It's a big mission. We have some five top strategic priorities for FY2016. They are: Counter-Terrorism and
Homeland Security; Child Exploitation and Cyber Crimes; Human Trafficking and Human Smuggling;
Narcotics and Transnational Banks. Hopefully, everybody got one of these reference sheets as a
takeaway. These are four separate but equal columns and underneath, there's a bottom ribbon for our
“Financial” and “Investigations,” because every one of these categories that we investigate have a
financial component. Essentially, all of these criminal networks that we're investigating, including
human trafficking, are in it for profit. One of our goals is to deprive those criminal organizations of those
illicit proceeds. That's the way that we think we're really going to be able to disrupt and dismantle all of
these organizations, human trafficking included.
Human trafficking and human smuggling is a top priority for Homeland Security Investigations and we
do, in some cases, we have them blocked together because some of the agents that work human
smuggling also work human trafficking, but they are two very separate and very distinct crimes.
Human smuggling is a transportation-based crime. Essentially what it means is that somebody will
contract with an organization to have them transported from Point A through Point B to Point C. A
source country, a transit country, potentially, and then the destination country. You pay your money,
you get transported. Sometimes human smuggling does have a violent element to it. There could be
hostage taking. There could be violence. There could be extortion involved, but it doesn't necessarily
rise to the level of human trafficking.
Human trafficking for the Federal Government kicks in an entirely different set of laws and those are
very powerful tools. The Federal Government looks at human trafficking is an exploitation-based crime.
One of our best tools is the Trafficking and Victim's Protection Re-authorization Act. That tells us that it
comes in two main categories. It's either commercial sex or forced labor. In each case, the exploiters are
intimidating their victims through the use of force, fraud or coercion. For us to charge human trafficking,
that's what you have to have. In every case but one, we need to have those elements, force, fraud or
coercion except for when it's commercial sex involving a minor, an under-age female. Then we can
charge human trafficking and the human trafficking statute on the Federal level without having to prove
force, fraud or coercion, but in most of those cases, we're going to have them anyway.
That's the definition of the problem and the tools that we have to use for it. A lot of times, people ask
"What is the scope of the problem?" Sometimes statistics don't look that great or they're not that
impressive and we know that it's a big problem, but we can't really scope it out. That's always been a
problem for law enforcement and human trafficking is no different. One study that was done years ago
by the US State Department suggested that as many as 100 persons every hour of every day get
trafficked or become victims of human trafficking across the globe. That's 800,000 people a year. That's
just far too much.
What's Homeland Security trying to do about it? We have a strategy. We call it “ICETIPS.” It's
Immigration Customs Enforcement Trafficking In Persons Strategy. It's also part of the DHS Blue

Campaign and what we're trying to do includes coordination with both our other Federal, our State and
Local law enforcement partners, non-government organizations like the ladies up here in the front, the
advocates, and the general public as well. The strategy includes outreach to the victims, outreach to the
witnesses and other members of the public to raise awareness to the dangers of human trafficking.
HSI is committed to the victim-centered approach. What I mean by the "victim-centered" approach is
that we place equal amount of effort and priority in identifying and rescuing the victims as we do
prosecuting and investigating the exploiters and the criminals who are exploiting those victims. The
same amount of effort goes into the two. We're very good at arresting, investigating and prosecuting,
but where we need help and we're coming up short is identifying the victims that we can rescue. That's
why I'm here—to make sure that everybody understands what our goal is and where we can work
together.
Another thing I wanted to remind everybody is, in case you didn't know, not all victims are going to be
US citizens. Some victims are going to be foreign-born nationals and not all of those foreign-born
nationals are going to have immigration status. That is another thing that we can help with. We have
different ways to grant either stays or relief from deportation, and in some cases even temporary
immigration status, to victims of human trafficking. Keep that in mind when you're working with us.
Also, HSI has trained non-law enforcement, victim witness coordinators and they do an outstanding job.
Our trained non-law enforcement victim witness coordinators are doing an outstanding job of working
with our agents, other Federal agencies and in the community to make sure that victims are getting the
services and care that they deserve. That's another resource that the Federal Government and my
agency has to help with the victims. It's another reason why I want you to keep that in mind that we do
have the resources and the ability to take care of these victims if we can show that they really are
victims of human trafficking.
As I said before, human trafficking is often an international crime. What we have is it involves source,
transit, and destination countries across the globe. We'll also see it, unfortunately, right here locally and
some of the stuff that I'm seeing most recently and part of it is because those are the Victim Advocates
who are coming forward. Those are the victims that are coming forward. We're seeing a lot of domestic,
commercial sex cases. We still have the ability to do those cases. We still want to work with you. Some
of the ways that we're seeing that is State and Local law enforcement and sometimes other Federal
agents may first think that it's a pimp/prostitute relationship, it isn't necessarily a pimp/prostitute
relationship. If there's minors involved or if it's force, fraud or coercion, we're going to take those cases
and present them for Federal prosecution. That's what we want to work with you on. Whether it's
international or domestic cases, we want to work those cases together.
I guess the last thing that I would want to leave you with is that the main challenge that we have as law
enforcement officers on the Federal, State and Local level is getting victims and witnesses to come
forward, for two main reasons. One is they're afraid of their exploiter. Two, especially with foreign-born
victims, they're afraid of law enforcement and don't want to get sent home. That's where we really need
the public and the victim advocates to understand the process, know what the resources are, and don't
be afraid to come forward and work with us. Hopefully, everybody got one of the handouts for HSI. You
can report victims of human trafficking through our website. It's www.ICE.gov or contact one of our
local offices because I hope I did a good enough job explaining that this is a priority for us. We do have
the resources. What we need is the ability to work together to have an impact on this crime. Thank you
very much.

Judge Kretser: Thank you so much, Special Agent Spero.
This is one of the reasons why we're doing this program is to have a coordinated response and, of
course, the Feds are very important in a coordinated response. Now, I will turn it over to C. J. Boykin
who is going to tell us about human trafficking arrests and prosecutions state-wide and regionally.
CJ Boykin: Thank you. That was the Fed perspective. In each of your packets, at the very last insert on
the left side, I think, is a human trafficking referral form. On the left side, the very last insert. You guys all
have that?
Okay. That's what begins the human trafficking confirmation process in New York State. We've talked
about the statistics pretty much most of the symposium. Yes, they're pretty bleak. There are small
numbers upstate of prosecutions and much larger numbers downstate. A lot of the reason for that, of
course, is the concentration of the population, but this confirmation process is totally separate from
prosecutions.
What this requires is, it used to be up until January that only law enforcement could submit referrals for
confirmation, but that changed in mid-January, so now, basically most legal/social services agencies can
also submit referrals to OTDA and DCJS for a victim confirmation.
We talked about the problems of prosecutions and that's what these stats go to, but the confirmation of
victims are totally separate. When this form is submitted to us, all it requires is under the statutes and
regulations is for the victim to reasonably appear to be a victim of human trafficking. What does
"reasonably appear to be a victim of human trafficking" mean? It's a very broad standard. That standard
is intentional because the New York State statute is a victim-center statute that's looking to encompass
as many victims as possible.
Despite the lack of prosecutions, you're not going to have a good prosecution without witnesses who
are prepared to testify in court. That's part of the goal of this procedure, to have victims confirmed as
victims of human trafficking. What does that mean? Under the State law and under the regulations, my
technical title is Director of Human Trafficking. The regulations make my authority very broad. I can
consider a lot of different things and the list under the regulations isn't definitive, it's expansive. It says,
"In addition to other things, the victim's age, what's the crime considered," all these sorts of things.
Under those regulations, my ultimate ability to determine someone as a victim of human trafficking is
very broad.
Now that law enforcement isn't the only entity that can do that, that's resulted in an increased number
of referrals that we're getting. Initially, in 2007, when the law went into effect, the advocates’ major
complaint was "Only law enforcement is getting to do this. That's going to be a problem." That was an
issue up until this year. Now, it's very broadened and many other entities can help us decide who
becomes a victim.
Once that referral is submitted — it doesn't take a lot under that referral. You can see it's a very small
document that can be filled out very cursorily — I get it along with Nora Cronin of OTDA. The law
requires me to consult the referral source who is either the local law enforcement agency or a local
advocacy agent. I consult that referral source and OTDA and after discussing it amongst the three of us, I
have the ultimate determination as to whether the person becomes a victim of human trafficking. There
is an appeals process in case I should deny that confirmation status, but nobody ever appealed my
decision because I'm always right. That's pretty much how it works.

Although law enforcement sometimes seems a little disturbed that agencies other than law
enforcement can make these referrals now, there's really no need for law enforcement to fret about
this. No. 1, like I mentioned earlier, you're not going to get good prosecution cases without good
witnesses who are able to testify. No. 2 although these witnesses don't testify and want to participate
today, they may tomorrow. It takes all these things and concerted effort to getting these victims the
services they need.
When Judge Camacho talked about the victim that he had in his court, you never heard about the
prosecution. I don't know if there was a prosecution that was corollary to that scenario that he
discussed, but what he talked about was the services provided that victim and how she was able to
become actualized, essentially.
Confirmation is separate from prosecution and that's my role when it comes to this whole law
enforcement scenario. Thank you.
Judge Kretser: Thank you, C. J. All right, I think we're getting a very good picture of the problem and
some of the resources available. I'm going to turn now to our all-important local law enforcement, and I
will start with you, District Attorney Soares.
DA Soares: How is everyone today? Thank you very much for being here. If I seem a little nervous, it's
because I'm having a lot of flashback to the days where I was actually sitting right where you're sitting
and Professor Hutter would be shouting his presentation to us and we would be sitting perfectly still,
not even breathing, to make sure that we didn't do anything to trigger him calling out our name and
answering any questions.
We're here for a very important topic and one that's complicated. I'm hoping that by the time I'm
through here talking about one of our human trafficking cases, it will help shed light as to the reason
why the numbers of prosecutions appear in your records to be so low.
As another one of my famous professors, Professor Tyman, rest his soul, used to say when we would ask
him a question, searching desperately for an answer, he would say, "Sir, there are fewer things that are
as dark and yet so full of subtle difficulties" in responding to the particular subject matter. I would apply
that same description here. There are fewer things in this world and in my office that are as dark and as
complicated and so filled and charged with subtle difficulties.
It's been talked about here already. I think our judges had touched on this. Unlike most traditional cases
which rely on the ability of your law enforcement community to gather evidence and our ability to
withstand a lot of the challenges that many of you in this audience will raise during motion practice,
these cases stand or fall on the shoulders of our victims. We cannot make these cases unless we have
our victims on board and participating with us all the way. Even when they do, there really are no
assurances as to our success.
I can say to you that we have probably more tools available to us to prosecute these cases, to find the
defendant, to bring some defendants to justice. We probably have more manpower associated with the
pursuit of these cases. We probably have more technology today than we did 10 years ago in our effort
to prosecute these cases, but the most important thing that you need in these cases is one thing, and
that is trust. Without trust, you have no case. I know we're supposed to be here to talk about practice
and we're also here to talk about ethics, but with these cases in particular they succeed or they fail
based upon the collective group of people here. The collective disciplines and the collective professions'

ability to establish that important level of trust with that victim. If you can't do it, then you don't have a
case.
Mr. Hammond had conducted business not only in Connecticut, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, but he
also conducted a lot of business here in Albany, the Capital District area, specifically targeting our most
festive summer event — that being the racetrack in Saratoga.
Our journey with Mr. Hammond begins in Colonie.
Let me take a break here by saying one other thing. In order to begin that trust, in order to begin
developing that trust, it really starts with the very first person who has contact with our victim. What
made this case possible for us to prosecute was the fact that that particular officer, who had spotted
one of the transactions in the parking lot of that hotel, had set the perfect tone for the entire interaction
with this group of people.
Let me take you back to New Hampshire. Mr. Hammond, this charming gentleman named “Pupi” had
been in a New Hampshire hotel with a young lady he had doped up and was pimping her out. Mr.
Hammond reached out to the young lady's sister and informed the young lady's sister that he was going
to be hurting her if she didn't come up with the money that the young sister owed her. Let's take that
back for a moment. I'll just use different names.
Amy is the current young lady that he's pimping and he reaches out to Amy's sister, Betty to inform
Betty that Amy had a debt and that Betty needed to come and pay for that debt. Betty, in crisis, leaves
her home in Rhode Island and comes to New Hampshire to see what's going on with the sister. Betty
brings her child to that hotel at that point and this charming gentleman takes the two ladies, Amy and
Betty, and leaves the child in the hotel and then decides to come to Albany to engage in this market.
If you know Central Avenue, there are number of hotels. Those are the prime locations for these
perpetrators to carry out their trade. This particular officer who had been on patrol stumbled upon one
young lady doping up another. Also, there was an assault in the car. He stumbles upon this and begins
his investigation. Before you know it, everyone's arrested. We have a young lady who was engaged in
prostitution in the hotel who was arrested along with Mr. Hammond, along with the two associates that
were in the car.
There are many who would think "Why would you make an arrest? We should have a very different
philosophy when it comes to human trafficking," to which I would say, "Yes, I agree with that." However,
in this particular instance, that arrest provided the moment of interruption that was so necessary in
order for the victims’ advocates and in order for law enforcement to really go about doing their
business.
It also provided a very unique situation where defense attorneys and prosecutors, the victim advocates,
are all sitting at the same table having a conversation about how we go about addressing the issue at
hand. I'm not going to take too much time, but just to identify a couple of concerns that were had here.
The successful prosecution of this case, as I said, started with the tone that was set by that police officer
upon that initial interaction. We went at this for a long period of time with victim advocates from the
office working very closely with the defense attorneys who were in turn communicating with their
clients. The pimp, who happened be in the same jail, was already delivering messages and notes to his
victims in jail. We had to move our victims to a different county, a different jail, just to have the

separation, the isolation, to begin doing the work. As I said, the most important quality to have in
these cases are trust. The other is the ability to listen, even when they're shouting, because in the
shouting they're articulating to you what their greatness needs and concerns are. I've never handled a
case where I'm picking up the phone and calling CPS in another state, talking to the attorney in another
state representing the particular victim in Family Court. We've never had a case where basically the
office is managing every aspect of the victim's life in order to establish just the basic level of trust for
them to cooperate in our prosecution of John Hammond.
The two gentlemen who just presented here, and I know that there was a lot that was said. These cases
cannot be made unless you have a friend at Homeland Security. These cases cannot be made unless you
have a friend at DCJS. These cases can't be made because most of the people that you are going to
encounter have all of these collateral issues that to them is more pressing and more urgent than the fact
that they're being victimized every single day, 20 times a day, every single day of their lives. Unless you
have a phone number, a person to contact, to call to address some of those issues, for example, the visa
issues and the qualifications in that process of qualifying people as victims. If you don't have leverage
and if you don't have these people on your side working hand-in-hand with you, these cases are
impossible to make. Not only are these cases impossible to make, even for providing services and for
getting them to open up to you to do what you have to do, if you don't have these people available to
you, those cases are impossible. Your cases are impossible to handle as well.
Lastly, I will say this, over the last several years, this has been a hot topic. We've been discussing this.
You're seeing PSA's. We are not doing nearly enough in terms of PSA's and public awareness. A few
years ago the governor did a great thing in this state. Governor Cuomo had a human trafficking program
at the rest areas, putting posters with phone numbers at rest areas. That was a great step, but we
certainly need to be able to provide that sort of information to the places and environments that we
find this population engaged in because we can't help them unless they know that there are people out
there willing to help them.
I say this because we also need to educate the public. We put this case on. It took about three weeks to
prosecute this case and we came back with a hung jury. The reason we came back with a hung jury is
because when it's on television, when it's on Law and Order, when it's on Special Victims, it's usually a
young lady who could be doing the Dove commercial on one day and she's playing a human trafficking
victim the next day. That's not the reality. The particular young ladies that we had that we were helping
in this case, when they were testifying and the things that came out of their mouths, made me blush.
Not an easy thing to do! The jury, some of whom got it, but a lot of them who did not. Hung jury. We
had a strong enough case. We had a lot of evidence that forced a plea from this particular defendant.
He's not the only person out there doing this. There are so many more people out there doing this. In
order for us to be able to hold people accountable, we have to get through the greatest barrier and that
barrier is trust. Thank you.
Judge Kretser: Thank you, DA Soares. I want to comment on one of the many points that you made and
that is the people in my court and one of them is here today, the ADA's and my primary public defender
is also here, they have to work as a team when it comes to these cases. They have to step back from
their usual role and I have encouraged them to do so in my court. They have done so. They are trying to
work together to achieve what we all want, which is justice for the victim. Thank you for raising that
issue. That is part of what we're trying to do here today. All work together as a team. Thank you. Chief
Cox?

Chief Cox: Thank you, Judge and thank you for inviting me here today. Like the District Attorney, I spent
a lot of hours in this building. It was not to learn, it was to break in and play basketball in the winter
when I was a kid. As nobody arrests me, it's all good to go. I certainly wasn't in this room, but I was in
the gym a lot.
Let me start off by getting myself in trouble, but that's okay. What the District Attorney just talked
about, building trust, we have to do and I think we're recognizing that more and more. I say "we," the
police. If you ever read a headline that the Albany Police Department has arrested a 12-year-old for
prostitute, I'm going to expect that all of you join my wife and my sisters down at City Hall demanding
that I be fired. I don't say that to criticize my colleagues from wherever that was that that occurred, but
that's part of our problem. We have to understand, and this isn't just the police now, this is the entire
state. We have to treat our kids like kids and that if we have 12-year-old who's prostituting, she's not
doing that because she wants to do that. She's doing that because she's a victim. From the moment that
we have contact with her, we need to make sure that we're treating her like a victim.
While I recognize that some 16 and 17-year-olds need to be treated like adults, the majority of them do
not need to be treated like adults. When we put this in the mindset of folks that "16 and 17-year-olds
and even 12, if they're out there prostituting themselves, that's their problem. That's not my problem."
Then they were talking about folks' expectations and they do. People expect that what they see on TV as
a victim and as soon as that's not the person that they see, then it doesn't matter. They can just throw
that person away. We need to all stand together and make sure that we change the way that we do
things in this state because it is pathetic to hear those stories and it's pathetic to find out that we arrest
a 12-year-old for prostitution. I don't think a 12-year-old is culpable to actually commit prostitution, not
just under the Family Court Act, but overall.
In the Albany Police Department, some of the things we're trying to do— and thankfully I have a great
partner sitting next to me—we're trying to look at when somebody's committing a crime, find out
what's driving that crime and how we stop that and how we help that person. One of the things that we
did is a few years ago, we looked at our prostitution issues, specifically along the Central Avenue
corridor. We were getting a lot of complaints. We were having a lot of issues with a lot of business
owners that were saying, "Hey, enough is enough. We've got to do something."
We sat down with our Community Response Unit, which is the investigative unit that oversees a
prostitution case and basically got back from the detectives, "Hey, we don't want to arrest prostitutes.
Same things happen over and over again. They end up coming in and out of court. We end up with
bench warrants and having to treat them over and over again. We just want to have more and more
arrests and nothing changes in the end." We said, "Okay, let's try something. What is driving it?" As we
looked at the number of individuals who had been arrested for prostitution, men and women, we
recognized there were really three prevailing things: There were folks suffering from addiction, folks
suffering from mental illness and folks that were domestic violence victims.
We said, "Why don't we do this? Why don't we get everybody together and why don't we see if we can
do some outreach and why don't we see if we cannot arrest them." We tried that. The first time we did
that, I'm not going to tell you we were successful, because we weren't. Because as we sat down with all
of our partners, there was nothing really holding us all together. When I say "partners," I include victim
services at this point. There was nothing holding us all together. Nobody had ownership of anything.
Ultimately, when we said "Hey, we need to meet at 2:00" and people said, "Okay, I'll see you after
lunch." We said, "No, we mean 2:00 in the morning." That's when we have this and we got back from

some people, good friends of mine, "Sorry, we're closed. We don't have anybody working." I said, "I
don't have the ability to close. We have to be open 24 hours a day and we need to address this." We
failed that time.
Then we were given an opportunity to really pull that failure up and succeed. We've been able to
implement the Law Enforcement Assisted Diversion Program. That gets mentioned a lot when we talk
about drugs, but we were able to widen the scope of that and recognize that we look at crimes that are
driven by ultimately mental illness, drug addiction, victims addressed in violence, poverty to look at
those issues and to try to make sure that when we have contact with folks that, yes, by the penal law,
they are breaking the law, but in reality, in order for us to make the public safe and actually help that
person out, we can do different things.
It's my hope that we stop, at least in the City of Albany, arresting prostitutes. Just like the District
Attorney said, there's sometimes where it's there's no other choice at this moment. If we're actually
going to get this person out of this life, we may need to do that. We all recognize that, that we might
need to do that. We also have to recognize that we have to do things a little bit differently. We have to
start making sure that we're taking care of those folks because that's what happening.
There's a couple other things that are going on that are good. We have a partnership, hopefully, coming
up with Equinox and In Our Own Voices where we're going to help and go do some street outreach. We
had just done that not that long ago because, although we don't see the cases coming across with the
human trafficking charges, what we know is that we do have that issue. We have that issue specifically
with our runaways. We have a number of group homes in this city and we know that the young men and
women that run away from those facilities become victims over and over again. A lot of them are
already victims before they were put in that home.
We also know that from an immigration standpoint that we have an issue. We've had a couple of cases
come to us where somebody has been trafficked into our area and victimized and we aren't able to
break through those barriers. We do the best we can to try to help them out. We do sign a lot of the UVisa paperwork to let folks know that this person was a victim. They need to be able to stay here, but we
recognize that it's very difficult for us to break that barrier. If we can start changing the way we do
things as a whole in society, I think we can start maybe start building that trust and helping those folks
out. Because we're not doing any good by just arresting.
John Caher: Thank you for listening to this edition of Amici. If you have a suggestion for a topic on
Amici, call John Caher at 518-453-8669 or send him a note at jcaher@nycourts.gov. In the meantime,
stay tuned.

Hon. Andra Ackerman
Cohoes City Court Judge
(518) 928-8325
aackerma@nycourts.gov

Domestic Human
Trafficking

 The Trafficking Victims Protection Act of
2000 & subsequent Reauthorization Acts:
 Definition: Severe Sex Trafficking: the
recruitment, harboring, transportation or
obtaining a person for the purpose of a
commercial sex act where such an act is
induced by force, fraud or coercion OR,
where the person induced is less than 18
yrs old.
 Second ½ not present in NYS statute

Federal Anti-Trafficking
Statute


1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Intentionally advances or profits from prostitution by:
Providing a drug to impair victim’s judgment; or
Making false statements or omissions; or
Withholding or destroying ID; or
Requiring prostitution to pay off real or purported debt
Using force or plan/pattern to instill fear that trafficker will:
a. cause physical injury or death; or
b. cause property damage; or
c. commit felony or unlawful imprisonment; or
d. accuse some person of a crime or cause deportation; or
e. expose/publicize info causing hatred, contempt, or ridicule; or
f. testify, provide, or withhold info regarding a legal
claim/defense; or
g. use or abuse power (public servant) to adversely affect a
person; or
h. commit any act calculated to harm the
health/safety/immigration status to the patronized person.

NY PL §230.34 – Sex Trafficking – B
Felony

Services Laws to provide rehabilitative services to
sexually exploited youth under the age of 18 yrs old.
2. Created a presumption that the child was a victim of
severe trafficking as defined under federal law.
3. Presumption that youths who engage in commercial sex
be treated as victims – not perpetrators (however, no
corresponding amendments to the NY Penal Law. As a
result 16 and 17 year olds can and are often charged with
prostitution prosecuted as adults in criminal court.
1. People v. Samantha R. , No. 2011NK092555, 2011 WL
6303402 (N.Y. Crim. Ct. Dec. 16, 2011 *
2. People v. Lewis, N.Y.L.J., 1202502663175, at 4 (N.Y.
Crim. Ct. July 12, 2011 – denied application to dismiss

1. Amended sections of the Family Court Act and Social

NYS Safe Harbor for Exploited Children
Act

People v. Jane Doe, 935 N.Y.S.2d 481 (Sup. Ct. 2011) – great
example of ethical responsibilities of all parties. D 17 at
time of convictions. DA’s office joined in the motion for
relief.

People v. Gonzales, 977 N.Y.S.2d 567 (Crim. Ct. 2011) – 86
convictions

People v. G.M., 922 N.Y.S.2d 761 (Crim. Ct.2011) – expanded
scope

Allows Judges to vacate convictions for prostitution or loitering
for the purpose of engaging in a prostitution offense if the
arrest “was the result of having been a victim of sex
trafficking under the New York statute or Federal statute.

Criminal Procedure Law sec. 440.10 (1)(i)

trafficking victims entitled to retroactive relief of dismissal
of convictions, there are no legal grounds to protect
juveniles when they are initially being prosecuted for the
same crimes they are then able to have dismissed postconviction. See People v. Lewis.

3. CPL 440.10(1)(i) recognizes that children under 18 are

prostitution is a trafficking victim, it does not prohibit the
prosecution of minors for prostitution. As a result, 16-17 yr
olds charged with prostitution offenses may be prosecuted
as adults in criminal courts where they are treated as
criminals and not sexually exploited youth.

2. SHA. Our legislature has declared that any child arrested for

that under the criminal laws a child younger than 17 cannot
consent to any sex act because of infancy.

1. A minor can be prosecuted for prostitution despite the fact

Current Contradictions in NYS Law
Ethical Issues

 “I

am Cherry, very
new, young japenese
girl only here for
today, colonie center,
albany AIRPORT”
 “ Available now,
10000% real.”
 Posters Age: “21”
 Posted: May 16, 2016

I'm a 5'1" busty redhead who's
goal is to please you!
On top of it all
I am friendly, very playful & extra
naughtty!
For those of you who seek the
complete package of beauty,
class, and charm...
Tiffany
(518)338.8908 text or call anytime
ask for Tiffany
2 girl special
Location - Albany
Posted May 16, 2016

Albany forum shows New York prosecutors ignore sex trafficking
In effect since 2007, few arrests have been made, authorities say at forum
By Robert Gavin | June 16, 2016

Timesunion
Albany
Nine years after state leaders passed a sex trafficking law to crack down on predators who force young
women and teenagers into prostitution, the crime is being largely ignored by prosecutors across New
York.
The state's anti-trafficking law of 2007 increased penalties for patrons known as johns and made it so
pimps could face up to 25 years in prison. But since its passage, 41 of the state's 62 counties have
reported zero arrests for violating the law, according to data officials released Thursday at a forum at
Albany Law School.
Over the same time, police made 18,656 arrests for prostitution and 10,000 arrests for people
patronizing a prostitute. Ninety percent of the prostitution arrests were of females, officials said.
"We have areas of our state where our powerful laws are simply not being used," said Attorney General
Eric Schneiderman addressing a continuing legal education class, as well as law enforcement officials,
prosecutors and judges in attendance.
Albany City Court Judge Rachel Kretser, who moderated the forum, said the 2007 law, which also made
labor trafficking illegal, provided for social services and benefits to victims otherwise ineligible for them.
It was signed into law by then-Gov. Eliot Spitzer, who resigned the next year in a notorious prostitution
scandal.
"New York's law was rightly hailed as a national model," Kretser said. "Unfortunately that powerful
weapon has to a large extent fired blanks, especially in upstate New York."
Outside of New York City, human trafficking prosecutions are "almost unheard of," Kretser said, noting
61 arrests for sex trafficking and only four convictions.
Schenectady and Saratoga counties have never reported a sex trafficking arrest. Rensselaer County
reported three sex trafficking arrests in 2015 (two of the defendants received jail time and probation,
while the third was fined) but none convicted of the actual charge. In Albany County, there have five
arrests for human trafficking; one resulted in a conviction for attempted sex trafficking, the other two
convictions were for other crimes, statistics showed.
"I've been on the bench for over a decade and I've seen a steady parade of prostitution cases in that
time," Kretser said. "I have seen sad, vacant looks in their eyes. I've seen the despair etched in their
faces. These women have lost all sense of human dignity. In all that time, I have not had a single human
trafficking prosecution — and I've seen exactly one john in my courtroom."
Kretser, who is retiring at the end of the year, was joined at the forum by, among others, Albany County
District Attorney David Soares, Albany Police Chief Brendan Cox and Cohoes City Court Judge Andra

Ackerman, a longtime sex crimes prosecutor who later served as the state's director of human
trafficking prevention and policy.
Schneiderman said sex trafficking victims are often coerced, blackmailed, abused or fear being charged
with prostitution. He said an estimated one-sixth of missing children end up being trafficked for sex —
and that one-third of teenage runaways are approached by sex traffickers within 48 hours.
In 2012, a 16-year-old girl who escaped from an Albany juvenile facility took a bus to Utica, where a
cabbie steered her to work for a brother-and-sister led prostitution ring that provided her with a new
name, a crack pipe and customers willing to pay her money and drugs for sex. State Police later arrested
ring members. Cox said change in philosophy is needed to view sex trafficking victims as something
other than participants of a crime.
"It's pathetic to hear that we arrest a 12-year-old for prostitution," Cox said. Instead of arresting
prostitutes repeatedly in an endless cycle, he said, Albany police have tried to find out what drove the
person to prostitution and address the root cause — be it drug addition, domestic violence or poverty.
"By the penal law they are breaking the law, but in reality, in order for us to make the public safe and
actually help that person out, we can do different things. So it's my hope that we stop, at least in the city
of Albany, arresting prostitutes," Cox said. "We all recognize that we might need to do that, but we also
recognize that we have to do things a little bit differently ... we're not doing any good by just arresting
them."
Much of the sex trafficking around Albany County has involved prostitution in Colonie hotels. In 2014,
Soares' office convicted John "Pupi" Hammond, a pimp from Providence, R.I., who was plying women
with heroin and cocaine and causing them to turn to prostitution to repay debts to him. Hammond was
paroled last year after being sentenced to 2 to 6 years in state prison for attempted felony sex
trafficking charges. He had posted ads for massage and escort services on backpage.com.
To fight the problem, Schneiderman's office offers free software to police and prosecutors.
Schneiderman said Soares' office and Albany police were the first two agencies locally to commit to
obtaining access and training on the software.
The new technology called "Spotlight," developed by an anti-trafficking organization called Thorn, scans
a database of online escort advertisements on sites such as www.backpage.com and craigslist often
used by sex traffickers to locate potential trafficking victims. The Spotlight program can raise red flags
about such things as the same phone number being used on multiple escort ads, or the same person or
location on many listings, according to Schneiderman's office. Schneiderman's office said a few agencies
use Spotlight but it is highly uncommon.
The backpage.com site became so notorious locally that in 2014 Soares added a section to his office
website called "The Front Page" listing the names of convicted sex traffickers and johns convicted of
patronizing a prostitute.
"Shaming will very much cut down on the demand, which will, of course, cut down on the supply and
that's what we want," Kretser said.
rgavin@timesunion.com • 518-434-2403 • @RobertGavinTU

Women jurists' intellect should be the deciding factor
By Rachel L. Kretser, Commentary
Published 5:33 pm, Monday, February 15, 2016
Albany Times Union

Women have made astonishing strides in the judiciary since the late Chief Judge Judith S. Kaye
broke the gender barrier at the Court of Appeals in 1983, and Women's History Month is the
timely occasion to reflect on how far we have come, and also how far we still have to travel.
As I look back on the pioneers who paved my path to the bench in 2006, I am humbled to walk
in the footsteps of the women who opened doors at all levels of our state judiciary, awed by
the caliber of these trailblazers, and mindful that the archaic gender barriers they so
courageously confronted stubbornly endure.
Chief Judge Kaye, Presiding Justice Karen K. Peters of the Third Department Appellate Division
(the first woman to hold the center seat on that prestigious court and the first woman elected
to Supreme Court in the 28-county region), Associate Judge Leslie E. Stein of the Court of
Appeals (one or my predecessors on the Albany City Court bench) and retired Judge Victoria A.
Graffeo (the first Albany County woman elected to Supreme Court, and later elevated to the
Court of Appeals) should and will be recorded historically not just as stellar "female" judges, but
stellar judges. Their greatness on the bench derives not from their gender, but from their
intellect, their ability, and their wisdom.
By any measure, these are outstanding jurists — and that, of course, is the point. I do not
advocate diversity for the sake of diversity, or promoting women only because they are women,
but to ensure that the cream is able to rise to the top, without the impediment of artificial
barriers. In other words, it is not merely a matter of quantity, but quality, and on that yardstick,
women have earned their place among the very best in the judiciary when afforded the
opportunity to serve.
Today in New York, according to the National Association of Women Judges, there are 471
women judges statewide, representing about a third of the judiciary. Women comprise a
majority on the Court of Appeals, the state's highest court.
Forty percent of the justices on the four Appellate Division departments, the mid-level appeals
court, are women. Women comprise about a third of the approximately 500 judges on the
Supreme Court.

Closer to home, in the Third Judicial District, a seven-county region that includes Albany,
Columbia, Greene, Rensselaer, Schoharie, Sullivan and Ulster counties, 49 of the 222 judges on
the town and village court benches are women, 22 percent. Six of the 18 city court judges in the
region (33 percent) are women.
In the county courts, which deal almost exclusively with criminal cases, Rensselaer County
Judge Debra J. Young is the sole female among 12 county court judges in the region, and the
first woman in that position in Rensselaer County.
Albany County has never had a woman or minority presiding over its county court. Traditionally,
women were viewed as too sensitive and fragile to deal with criminal law. In fact, I was the first
woman elected to the Albany City Criminal Court — and that was less than a decade ago.
Interestingly, about half the elected Family Court and Surrogate's Court judges in the district
are women.
On the Third District Supreme Court bench, nine of the 35 judges (26 percent) are women. But
that number is misleading, since only two of the 10 elected Supreme Court justices are women
(Justice Lisa M. Fisher, with chambers in Greene County, and Justice Christina L. Ryba, with
chambers in Albany, who is the first person of color to serve). The others are all "acting"
Supreme Court justices, or judges of other, typically lower, courts who were designated to
pinch-hit in Supreme Court.
To be sure, appointment as an acting Supreme Court justice is a prestigious and important
assignment, since the Supreme Court is the trial court with the broadest jurisdiction, covering
virtually every civil and criminal matter. But under the state constitution, only elected Supreme
Court justices are eligible for promotion to the Appellate Division. So, the "acting" Supreme
Court justices find themselves in a "can't get there from here" situation.
I hope that in the coming years, more exceptional women are elected to Supreme Court from
the Third Judicial District, in part so there is a wider pool of capable judges eligible for
designation to the Appellate Division. Our appellate courts in New York are nationally
renowned, and justifiably so.
To retain that distinction, we must ensure that the cream has a chance to rise to the top, and
that there is a way for the most capable to "get there from here."
Rachel L. Kretser is an Albany City Court judge and chair of the Third Judicial District
Gender Fairness Committee.

Fourth Judicial District Committee on Women in the Courts
Hon. Polly A. Hoye, Chair
Tatiana Coffinger, Vice-Chair
Elena Jaffe Tastenson, Esq. Vice-Chair

Fourth Judicial District Committee on Women in the Courts
Chair: Hon. Polly A. Hoye, Fulton County Judge
Members: Tatiana Coffinger, Court Attorney, Hamilton County; Elena Jaffe Tastensen,
Private Attorney and Attorney for the Child, Saratoga County
Counties Served: Clinton, Essex, Franklin, Fulton, Hamilton, Montgomery, St. Lawrence,
Saratoga, Schenectady, Warren, Washington
2016 Meetings
Dates of Meetings: No in person meetings; communication via email due to distance (30+ miles
apart)
Average Attendance: NA
Do you use Video Conferencing? No
Would it be useful for members to meet through a video conference from their desktop
computer? Yes
Areas of success during 2016 for your committee and/or in general regarding gender bias and
gender fairness in the courts: Our district, traditionally underserved by women in the judiciary,
continues to see more women running for and elected to judgeships.
2016 Special Events
Activities for Domestic Violence Awareness Month:
 Fulton County: Fall Festival, October 1, 2016, sponsored by the Fulton County Domestic
Violence Program (see flyer); October 20, 2016: "Walk against Violence", (see flyer);
Month long: 300 purple ribbons hung around the area.
 Saratoga County: Free" Anti-bullying and Self-Defense Classes for women and children",
Co-sponsored by The Domestic Violence Advocacy Program and Pai's Taekwondo,
offered various dates in Sept & Oct 2016 (see attached webpage).
 St. Lawrence County: "Annual Recognition Dinner", with silent auction, October 12, 2016
in Ogdensburg, sponsored by Renewal House, with guest speakers on sexual violence on
college campuses; "Speak Out!", at SUNY Potsdam, October 19, 2016, with a
presentation by an incest survivor.
 Schenectady County: "Zumbathon", October 17, 2016, sponsored by the YWCA, to start
the "week without violence".
Activities for Women's History Month:
Fulton County: Essay Contest sponsored by local branch of AAUW for high school seniors on a
question related to the upcoming presidential election (see attached article).

Other Special Events or Activities in 2016:
 February, 2016, "Go Red for Women" Fundraiser, Saratoga Springs, NY (see attached
flyer).
 April, 13, 2016: Johnstown, NY: "Balloon Release", in honor of National Crime Victims'
Rights Week (see attached flyer).
 April 14, 2016, at Fulton-Montgomery Community College: "No More Sorrow, No More
Silence: The Voice of a Survivor", sexual abuse presentation (see attached flyer).
 Ongoing in Saratoga County: "Project Hope and Power", an 8 week education and
mentoring program to help women victims of domestic violence achieve financial
independence, sponsored by Wellspring and Soroptimist International of Saratoga
County (see attached webpage).
 Ongoing in Fulton County: The "Sunflower Shop", store with free interview clothing for
women entering the workforce, followed by 75% discount to help women build their
work wardrobes.
 December 6, 2016: Adirondack Women's Bar Assn "Honorary Dinner", to honor those
who volunteer for the Legal Clinic to Aid Survivors of Domestic Violence (see attached).
Special Event Marketing
How were your special events advertised or marketed? Email, Flyer
Who and how many attended? Varied
Was there any press before or after? Yes, attached.
Future Plans
What are your plans for 2017? "Women Breaking Boundaries", a symposium for women, March
18, 2017, to be held at HFM BOCES, (see attached flyer).
What is your projected meeting schedule for 2017? Unknown at this time; we have lost a cochair and have requested "beefing up" of our committee with new members and a new
chairperson.
Concerns
What issues regarding women and gender in the courts do you think are important in 2017?
Support systems for women litigants in drug treatment, especially those with custody of
children.
Do you see operational issues in your court or judicial district that adversely affect women or a
subgroup of women? Child Care Centers and supervised visitation.

Educational Programs and Projects
What topics would you like to see developed for Lunch & Learn sessions from 1:00-2:00 in the
courthouse? Trafficking Awareness and how it shows itself in the Courts
Would online viewing or video conferencing be a useful tool for this purpose? Yes
Would you or your members be more able to participate if the program was available in real
time on your desktop computer? Yes
Collaboration
Have you joined with groups outside the courts for programs or projects?
Bar Associations, Colleges, Domestic Violence Organizations, and Women’s Organizations
including Soroptimists and AAUW.

Fifth Judicial District Committee on Women in the Courts
Hon. Deborah Karalunas, Chair

Fifth Judicial District Committee on Women in the Courts
Chair: Hon. Deborah H. Karalunas, J.S.C.
Members: Christine M. Barry, Esq. (Support Magistrate, Oneida County Family Court); Fran
Ciardullo, Esq. (Private practitioner, Syracuse); Timothy J. Fennell, Esq. (Private practitioner,
Oswego); Cindy Granger, Esq. (Private practitioner, North Syracuse); Bonnie Gail Levy, Esq.
(Assistant Attorney General, Syracuse); Maureen Maney, Esq. (Private practitioner, Syracuse;
Former President WBASNY); Hon. Michelle Pirro Bailey (Family Court Judge, Onondaga County);
Sandra Sabourin, Esq. (Principal Law Clerk to Hon. Deborah H. Karalunas); Kurt R. Sherman, Esq.
(Principal Law Clerk to Hon. Martha Walsh Hood); Hon. James C. Tormey (Administrative Judge,
Fifth Judicial District); Lucia Whisenand, Esq. (Private practitioner, Syracuse)
Counties Served: Herkimer, Jefferson, Lewis, Oneida, Onondaga, Oswego
2016 Meetings
Date of Meetings: January 2016
Do you use Video Conferencing? No
Would it be useful for members to meet through a video conference from their desktop
computer? Yes
Areas of success during 2016 for your committee and/or in general regarding gender bias and
gender fairness in the courts: Together with Central New York Women’s Bar Association and
the Syracuse University Chapter of the National Women's Law Student's Association, we cohosted the inaugural Karen DeCrow Lecture Series featuring Sarah Feingold, General Counsel of
Etsy.
2016 Special Events
Activities for Women's History Month: Karen DeCrow Lecture Series
Special Event Marketing
How were your special events advertised or marketed? Email and flyer
Who and how many attended? 150
Future Plans
What are your plans for 2017? On May 11, 2017 we are putting on a CLE program for attorneys
on Human Trafficking. We will be following the model of the program of the 3rd JD Gender
Fairness Committee.
What is your projected meeting schedule for 2017? February 1, 28, March 15, 29, April 12, 26,
May 11, June 7, September 20, December 6

Concerns
Do you see operational issues in your court or judicial district that adversely affect women or a
subgroup of women? Child care centers and language access/interpreters (availability, quality,
or general usage of interpreters, both within and outside of the courtroom
Do you see unmet training needs? Computer training
Collaboration
Have you joined with groups outside the courts for programs or projects?
Bar Associations, Colleges, and Domestic Violence Organizations

Seventh Judicial District Gender Fairness Committee
Hon. Teresa Johnson, Chair

Seventh Judicial District Gender Fairness committee
Chair: Hon. Teresa D. Johnson, Supervising Judge, City Courts, Seventh Judicial District
Members – Attached
Counties Served: Cayuga, Livingston, Monroe, Ontario, Seneca, Steuben, Wayne, Yates
2016 Meetings
Dates of Meetings: January 7, February 18, May 19, September 15, November 16
Average Attendance: 6
Do you use Videoconferencing? Yes
Would it be useful for members to meet via videoconference/Skype from their desktop
computer? Yes
2016 Special Events
Women’s History Month:
From Petticoats to Pantsuits, a program in conjunction with the Susan B. Anthony Center at the
University of Rochester.
How was your event advertised or marketed? Email and flyer
Who and how many attended? More than 50 people attended Our Women's History Month
event. The attendees included lawyers (staff and community), court clerks and probation
officers.
Future Plans
What are your plans for 2017?
Special Events & Educational Programs
 Women’s History Month: For Women's History Month our members are
making themselves available to speak to students on issues of interest
involving women and the law.
 Other: We have arranged a program on LGBTQ matters for all of the judges
within the District, in conjunction with Chief Judge DiFiore's new statewide
LGBTQ Committee. The program was presented in Monroe County on
January 31st. and will be presented in June for judges outside of Monroe
county. The program was presented by lawyers from Empire Justice, a legal
services agency in our community.
 Meetings: We meet as a whole every other month and as needed for event
planning and preparation.
Concerns
Do you see unmet training needs? Not at the present time.
Educational Programs and Projects
Would online viewing or videoconferencing be a useful tool for this purpose? Yes
Would you or your members be more able to participate if the program was available in realtime on your desktop computer? Yes

Collaboration
Have you joined with groups outside the courts for programs or projects?
Statewide LGBTQ Committee, University of Rochester Susan B. Anthony Center

Eighth Judicial District Gender and Racial Fairness Committee
Hon. E. Jeannette Ogden, Chair

Eighth Judicial District Gender and Racial Fairness Committee (GRFC)
Chair: Hon. E. Jeannette Ogden, NYS Supreme Court Justice
Members: Attached
Counties Served: Allegany, Cattaraugus, Chautauqua, Erie, Genesee, Niagara, Orleans,
Wyoming
2016 Meetings
Dates of Meetings: 1/21/16, 3/10/16, 4/14/16, 5/12/16, 7/14/16, 8/11/16, 12/13/16 Average
Attendance: 12 on average
Do you use Videoconferencing? Yes
Would it be useful for members to meet via videoconference/Skype from their desktop
computer? Yes
2016 Special Events
In furtherance of the Committee’s efforts to promote diversity and inclusion within the court
system, three members of the committee conducted civil service exam preparation trainings at
the True Bethel Baptist church in Buffalo. They also established a relationship with the State
University of New York at Buffalo’s Educational Opportunity Center for civil service exam
preparation. Approximately 25 people attended.
The Committee also sponsored review sessions to assist court employees to prepare for the
promotion exam (GS18) and the English Proficiency for Interpreters examinations in April.
Volunteers from the Committee and the Erie County Bar Association held 1 hour educational
sessions for court employees interested in taking the court clerk exam during the lunch hour,
which were video-taped and posted on Court Net for later viewing. 25 - 30 participants attended
each of the 8 classes. The exam was conducted on May 21.
Passage of the English Proficiency exam is the first step that an applicant must take to be listed
on the Registry of per diem Court interpreters. Training was offered for exam candidates via a
cooperative program between the Buffalo Public Schools and the International Institute of
Buffalo. There is a need for full time Spanish interpreters, as well as Somali, Karen, Arabic,
Swahili and Burmese interpreters. A presentation about court interpreters was made by Ana
Brignoni-Walczak, Committee member and interpreter in charge of court interpreting services
for Western New York. She discussed the selection and required training as well as the pros and
cons of call in interpreting services. The Committee also used its relationships with community
agencies to disseminate awareness of the exam which was held on June 11.
The Committee provided information regarding the use of interpreters for an article entitled
“Access to Justice in Buffalo and Beyond: Making the Justice System More Welcoming for
Refugees.” which was published in the Impact Center for Public Interest Law at New York Law
School. The article, written by Fidele Menavanza, paralegal with the Center for Elder Law and
Justice after her attendance at our program on interpreters, can be accessed through the
electronic link: http://comms.nyls.edu/flipbooks/ICPI-Impact-Journal-2016/flipbook.html#p=44.

Committee members Andrew Isenberg and Anna Brignoni-Walczak continue to jointly serve on
the Erie County Family Court Muslim/Immigrant Refugee Collaborative (hereinafter the
“Collaborative”), continuing our collaborative efforts to improve access to justice for women
and minorities.
The Committee held it’s bi-annual Lamplighter Award plaque inclusion program in recognition
of the 2015 recipients of the Women in the Law Award at the Appellate Division, Fourth
Department, M. Dolores Denman Courthouse on May 18,2016. There were approximately 45
people in attendance. A copy of the invitation & program remarks is attached.
The Committee recognized Gay Pride month with a lunch and learn program on June 13, where
Ronald W. Pawelczak, Chair of the 7th Judicial District Gay-Straight Alliance of the NYS Unified
Court System, informed the audience about the role and activities of the alliance statewide and
Marvin Henchbarger, Executive Director of Gay & Lesbian Youth Services, Inc., discussed ways in
which the organization can assist our Courts in serving LBGTQ youth in the Western New York
Community. A copy of the program flyer is attached.
The Committee held its summer meeting at the West side Bazaar, a small business incubator
consisting of food retail and retail vendors which sell authentic products from all around the
world. The food retail owners are immigrants and refugees. Photos are attached.
On September 14, the Committee also hosted a lunch and learn program on providing equal
access to the Courts for members of the Deaf, Hard of Hearing and Hearing Communities of
Western New York; with an emphasis on Interpreting Services. A representative from Deaf
Access Services, www.wnydas.org, made a presentation to 28 attendees on the different forms
of interpreting including Communication Access Real-time Translation (CART) services, in-person
interpreting and video relay interpreting. The program was available for viewing by Court
employees throughout the 8th JD on video cast. Brochures are attached.
Activities for Black History and Women’s History Months 2016:
The Committee co-sponsored the 8th Judicial District Black History Program held on Feb. 25.
Tina M. Stanford, Esq., Chairwoman of the NYS Board of Parole, was the guest speaker at a
lunch and learn program attended by approximately 60 court employees and members of the
public. She discussed re-entry into the community following incarceration and its impact on
women and children. The program was dedicated to Sharon Thomas, the former Buffalo City
Court Chief Clerk and Co-Chair of the 8th JD Gender Racial Fairness Committee, who passed
away earlier in 2016.
On March 29, the Committee honored Women Court Officers of the Eighth Judicial District in
recognition of women’s history month. Certificates of appreciation were given to 32 Women
Court Officers at a ceremony attended by approximately 100 people, including twelve (12)
seventh & eighth grade girls from a local school who were invited to attend as part of our
efforts to expose them to careers in the courts. The program was also broadcasted on Court Net.

Activities for Domestic Violence Awareness in 2016:
The Committee co-sponsored a program featuring Professor Susan A. Green from the University
of Buffalo’s School of Social Work on “the impact of domestic violence related trauma”. There
were approximately 50 people in attendance. A video presentation on trauma exposure and
grief; along with its effect on the brains of children was shown during the lunch and learn
program and an explanation given about the benefits to be derived from the use of the video at
Batterer Invention Programs. An e-mail containing the u-tube link of the video and a service
provider list was disseminated to all Resource Coordinators in the 8th JD who were not in
attendance at the program. The link for the video that the speaker used which also summarized
what courts can do to address the issue of trauma for litigants and trauma informed courts is
https://vimeo.com/101566202. The video was created by the National Council of Juvenile and
Family Court Judges. The program was held in May instead of October because the Committee
operates under the principle that every month is Domestic Violence Awareness month.
Activities for Hispanic Heritage Month:
The Committee acknowledged Hispanic Heritage Month with a lunch and learn program where
the file “The Other Side of Immigration: A Documentary Film by Roy Germano” was shown to
approximately 30 attendees. The film, based on interviews of Mexican citizens, explained why
do many Mexicans come to the US and what happens to the families and communities that they
leave behind. The film gives people otherwise disparaged as “threatening” and “illegal” a
human face and reveals the devastating personal effects of US immigration and economic
policies on Mexico. Committee member, Judge Betty Calvo-Torres, led a discussion about
immigration following the film. The Chief Diversity Officer of the City of Buffalo, NY also gave
remarks. Lunch was provided by the Puerto Rican and Hispanic Day Parade Committee of
Western New York. The program is attached.
Other Special Events or Activities:
A list of service providers was updated and electronically disseminated to all employees
throughout the 8th judicial district.
One of the Committee goals for 2016 was to examine issues that impact access to justice and
fair treatment by the Courts in the 8th JD. The Committee invited Abdirahman (Abdi) Farah, Vice
President of Help Everyone Achieve Livelihood (H.E.A.L.) International to explain the services
that his organization provides to the Somalian immigrant/Refugee community members who
have interactions with the Courts in Western New York. This was done in furtherance of the
Committee’s efforts to foster its working relationship with the WNY Muslim and Immigrant
Committee/Family Court Collaborative and its relationship with the Coalition for the
Advancement of Muslim Women.
A presentation was made to approximately 72 high school seniors in the court about career
opportunities in the legal system as part of the Committee’s court to community program.
Members of the Committee spoke about their positions and how they serve the community

through their work in the courts. The students were also informed about the importance of
taking civil service exams and scoring well.
On April 10, the Committee co-hosted a Spring Potluck luncheon for members of the 8th JD
where a work life assistance power point presentation was shown. The workplace violence
prevention policy, sexual harassment policy and procedures and discrimination policy and
procedures manuals were electronically distributed to all employees with a reminder of the
requirement that they be viewed annually. Approximately 50 people attended.
Committee members participated in the Buffalo City Court Ethnic luncheon where Court
personnel prepared various ethnic dishes and shared their cultural significance with the
approximate 75 people in attendance. This was our way of celebrating our diversity and sharing
our cultural backgrounds.
The Committee collaborated with Alana & Joys Coloring Books 4 Kids and assisted in the
collection of coloring books from May 2-June 10 which were donated to Women and Children’s
Hospital of Buffalo for inclusion in welcome bags for children. Alana Leveritte is the daughter of
Committee member Angie Leverette. The efforts appear on facebook at:
https:www.facebook.com/coloringbooks4kids/photos/a.474362066047005.1073741830.31656
5128493367/693689520780924/?type=3 in the post by Angie Davis Leveritte, “So proud of
these Young Ladies! You are doing good things and you will great at everything you do in life!
"Being good is commendable but when it is combined with DOING good is it useful.".
- author unknown”
In December, we joined the NYS Association of Women Judges in the collection and contribution
toiletries for women in prison during the Christmas season. We were also able to secure and
distribute tooth brushes & tooth paste to the women inmates for use in re-entry bags.
Approximately 15 people participated in this endeavor.
Special Event Marketing
How were your special events advertised or marketed? E-mail and flyers.
Who and how many attended? See other special events or activities above.
Was there any press before or after? There was press coverage for the high school presentation
and the Gay Pride program event.
Future Plans
What are your plans for 2017?
Continue to examine access to justice and equality issues faced by women, minorities,
Immigrants, adolescents, members of the LBGTQ community and women veterans.
What is your projected meeting schedule? We plan to meet at least 6 times during the year.
Concerns
What issues regarding women and gender in the courts do you think are important in 2017?
 Adverse impact of mental health on litigants generally and women in particular.

 Greater inclusion of minorities and women in decision making positions.
 Restoring faith in the legal system generally, particularly in the criminal justice system.
 Affording opportunities for civil legal services for indigent women and minorities.
Do you see operational issues in your court or judicial district that adversely affect women or a
subgroup of women? Yes. We see the lack of child care centers and supervised visitation areas
as issues that adversely affect women interacting with the court system.
Do you see unmet training needs? We realize that existing training program requirements may
not be met due to a shortage of resources.
Educational Programs and Projects
What topics would you like to see developed for Lunch & Learn Sessions from 1:00 – 2:00 in the
courthouse?
 Programs addressing appropriate interactions with women suffering from a mental
disease or disability.
 Programs addressing implicit bias and its impact on litigants within the legal system
generally and the court system in particular.
 Programs addressing adolescent females caught in the school to prison pipeline and how
perceptions of stakeholders in the juvenile and criminal justice system can be changed.
 Training in the area of cultural competence for court staff.
Collaboration
Have you joined with groups outside the courts for programs or projects?
Yes: Bar Association of Erie County, Minority Bar Association of Western New York, Cattaraugus
Bar Association, Women Lawyers of Western NY, Women’s Bar Association of Western New
York, State University of New York at Buffalo Law School, NYS Association of Women Judges,
International Institute, State University of New York at Buffalo Educational Opportunity Center,
Puerto Rican and Hispanic Day Parade Committee of Western New York

Buffalo City Court Ethnic Luncheon

New York State Unified Court System
Judicial Committee on Women in the Courts
The Eighth Judicial District
Gender and Racial Fairness Committee
cordially invites you to attend
a plaque inclusion program
in recognition of the
2015 recipients of the
Women in the Law Award
on
Wednesday, May 18, 2016 at 2:30 p.m.
in the Atrium of the
New York State Supreme Court, Appellate Division
Fourth Department
M. Dolores Denman Courthouse
50 East Avenue
Rochester, New York 14604
Refreshments will follow the ceremony.
Please RSVP to eogden@nycourts.gov or lsoto@nycourts.gov

New York State Unified Court System
Judicial Committee on Women in the Courts
The Eighth Judicial District
Gender and Racial Fairness Committee
cordially invites you to attend
a plaque inclusion program
in recognition of the
2015 recipients of the
Women in the Law Award
on
Wednesday, May 18, 2016 at 2:30 p.m.
in the Atrium of the
New York State Supreme Court, Appellate Division
Fourth Department
M. Dolores Denman Courthouse
50 East Avenue, Rochester, New York 14604
Refreshments will follow the ceremony.
Please RSVP to eogden@nycourts.gov or lsoto@nycourts.gov

The New York State Judicial Committee on
Women in the Courts
Eighth Judicial District, Gender & Racial Fairness Committee
Invites you to join

Ronald W. Pawelczak
District Executive of the Seventh Judicial District & Member of
the Gay-Straight Alliance of the New York State Unified Court
System

Marvin L. Henchbarger
Executive Director of Gay & Lesbian Youth Services, Inc. (GLYS)

For

“A discussion on how GLYS can help the Court
support LGBT youth and their families”
Monday, June 13, 2016
12:15 - 12:30 p.m. - Lunch
12:30 - 1:30 p.m. - Program
Erie County / Supreme Court
Ceremonial Courtroom – 2nd Floor
92 Franklin Street
Buffalo, New York

Ensuring Access to Justice
for the
Deaf and Hard of Hearing
With

Sharon L. Hanson
Executive Director of Deaf Access Services, Inc. (DAS)
And

Petra Saunders
Operations Manager of Deaf Access Services, Inc. (DAS)

Gain an understanding of the Deaf Community,
its’ Social Protocols and Communication Access
based on the use of Qualified Sign Language
Interpreters, CART and VRI Services, available
throughout the eight counties of Western New York.
Wednesday, September 14, 2016
12:15 - 1:30 p.m.
Ceremonial Courtroom – 2nd Floor
92 Franklin Street, Buffalo, New York

A LUNCH AND LEARN PROGRAM
SPONSORED BY

The New York State Judicial Committee on Women in the Courts,
8th Judicial District, Gender & Racial Fairness Committee’s
&
New York State Association of Women Judges

Hispanic Heritage Month

Ninth Judicial District Committee to Promote Gender Fairness in the Courts
Hon. Terry Jane Ruderman, Chair
Hon. Allen Hochberg, Vice-Chair

Committee to Promote Gender Fairness in the Ninth Judicial District

Chair(s): Hon. Terry Jane Ruderman, Supreme Court Justice, Chair; Hon. Allen Hochberg, ViceChair
Members – Attached
Counties Served: Dutchess, Orange, Putnam, Rockland, Westchester
2016 Meetings
Dates of Meetings: 1/13/16, 5/24/16, 9/27/2016, and 12/15/16
Average Attendance: 20
Do you use Videoconferencing? Yes
Would it be useful for members to meet via videoconference/Skype from their desktop
computer? Yes
2016 Special Events
Activities for Domestic Violence Awareness Month:
The Committee co-sponsored two programs.
 A three-part lunch and learn CLE series, “Representing Victims of Domestic Violence,”
was co-sponsored with The Pace Women’s Justice Center, The Westchester Women’s Bar
Association and Legal Services of the Hudson Valley.
 “Every Step You Take: The New Technology of Stalking,” was co-sponsored with The Pace
Women’s Justice Center, The Westchester Women’s Bar Association and Legal Services
of the Hudson valley.
Activities for Women's History Month:
Annual essay contest which was open to all high school students in the Ninth Judicial District.
The essay contest topic was: A recent article in the New York Times titled “Millennial Men Aren’t
the Dads They Thought They’d Be” which highlighted how men from the millennial generation
aspire to be hands-on fathers, but end up taking on the more traditional role of bread-winner
once they have children. Participants were asked to read the article and express their views.
Other Special Events or Activities in 2016:
Co-sponsored a third CLE program, “Show Me The Money: Best Evidence in Family Court Support
Proceedings,” with The Pace Women’s Justice Center and The Westchester Women’s Bar
Association.
Special Event Marketing
How were your special events advertised or marketed? Email, Mail, Flyer

Who and how many attended? Judges, attorneys, public officials, bar association officers,
school personnel and family members of the contest winners were in attendance at the 2016
annual essay contest breakfast – approximately 50 in all. The CLE programs were also attended
by 40 – 50 judges and local attorneys.
Was there any press before or after? Yes. Marketing material is attached.
Future Plans
What are your plans for 2017?
Special Events & Educational Programs
Women’s History Month, Domestic Violence Awareness Month, Essay Contest
Meetings: 3 -4 Committee meetings
Concerns
What issues regarding women and gender in the courts do you think are important in 2017?
Pro bono representation in matrimonial disputes
Do you see operational issues in your court or judicial district that adversely affect women or a
subgroup of women? Breastfeeding space and language access/interpreters.
Do you see unmet training needs? Yes. Judicial education refresher trainings are needed.
Educational Programs and Projects
What topics would you like to see developed for Lunch & Learn Sessions from 1:00 – 2:00 in the
courthouse? New foreclosure rules
Would online viewing or videoconferencing be a useful tool for this purpose? Yes
Would you or your members be more able to participate if the program was available in realtime on your desktop computer? Yes
Collaboration
Have you joined with groups outside the courts for programs or projects? If so, please list.
Bar Associations, Colleges, Law Schools, Domestic Violence Organizations
Is there anything else you would like to submit? Yes, CLE Program Flyers are attached.

Members:
Hon. Lester Adler, Justice of the Supreme Court
Kim Berg, Esq., Gould & Berg, LLP
Natanya L. Briendel, Esq., Pace Women’s Justice Center
Gary Brown, Assistant Attorney, General-in-Charge, New York State Dept. of Law
Professor Jay Carlisle, Pace Law School
Karen Cheeks Lomax, Esq., Executive Director, My Sisters’ Place
Robin D. Carton, Esq., Carton & Rosoff PC
Hon. Jeffrey Cohen, Appellate Division, Second Dept.
Hon. Kathie Davidson, Supervising Judge of the Family Courts
Lisa Dorman, Esq., Chambers of Hon. John P. Colangelo
Jerrice Duckette-Epps, Esq., Deputy Director Human Rights Commission
Jody Fay, Esq., The Kelsey Company
Dolores Gebhardt, Esq., McCarthy, Fingar, LLP
Claire Gutekunst, Esq.
Jacqueline Hattar, Esq., Wilson, Elser, Moskowitz, Edelman & Dicker LLP
Maria Imperial, Esq., CEO, YWCA White Plains
Hon. Linda Jamieson, Justice of the Supreme Court
Cindy Kanusher, Esq., Executive Director, Pace Women’s Justice Center
Julie Kattan, Esq., Tyre & DeThomas
Susan W. Kaufman, Esq., Committee on Matrimonial Practice
Mary Kelly, Esq.
Milton Kreppel, Esq.
Beth Levy, Esq., My Sisters’ Place
Nancy Mangold, District Executive, Administrative Judge’s Office
Hon. Robert Meehan, County Attorney Westchester County
Keary Neary, Esq., Westchester County District Attorney’s Office
Karen R. Needleman, Esq., Legal Aid Society
Jill Sandford, Esq.
Hon. Thomas H. Scuccimarra, Judge, NYS Court of Claims
Robi Schlaff, Director, Westchester Office for Women
Hon. Alan D. Scheinkman, Administrative Judge, Ninth Judicial District
Joanne Sirotkin, Esq., Legal Services of the Hudson Valley
Hon. Mary Smith, Justice of the Supreme Court
Hon. John W. Sweeny, Jr., Appellate Division, 1st Dept.
Charlotte A. Watson, Executive Director, NYS Judicial Committee on Women in the Courts
Hon. Charles David Wood, Justice of the Supreme Court
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THE PACE WOMEN'S JUSTICE CENTER, THE WESTCHESTER
WOMEN'S BAR ASSOCIATION, THE NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
COMMITTEE TO PROMOTE GENDER FAIRNESS IN THE COURTS
AND LEGAL SERVICES OF THE HUDSON VALLEY
are pleased to host CLEprogram:
REPRESENTING VICTIMS OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
MARCH 3, 2016: HOW TO NAVIGATE A FAMILY COURT ORDER OF PROTECTION

PLACE:

Supreme Court Westchester

TIME:

12:45 to 2

County, Ninth Floor Conference

Room

SPEAKERS: Tracey Alter, Esq., Director Pace Women's Justice Center Family Court Legal
Program; Amanda Rieben, Esq., Staff Attorney, Domestic Violence, Legal
Services of the Hudson Valley
REGISTRATION:
FEE:

RSVP:

NBriendel@law.pace.edu

NO CHARGEfor program
online at wwbany.org.
Center please contact
register.
By February 29, 2016 to

attendance.
For CLEcredit, please register and pay
If you are a member of the Pace Women's Justice
Natanya Briendel at nbriendel@law.pace.edu
to
wwbany.org.

CLE:
Pending approval by WBASNY in accordance with the requirements of the New
York State Continuing Legal Education Board for 1 credit hour per session in areas of
professional practice as specified, acceptable for transitional credit for established and newly
admitted attorneys. The Westchester Women's bar Association is a chapter of the Women's
Bar Association of the State of New York.
The opinions expressed by any program presenter are the presenter's own, and do not reflect the official position of the
WWBA or WBASNY.
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THE PACE WOMEN'S JUSTICE CENTER, THE WESTCHESTER
WOMEN'S BAR ASSOCIATION, THE WESTCHESTER COUNTY BAR
ASSOCIATION and THE NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COMMITTEE TO
PROMOTE GENDER FAIRNESS IN THE COURTS
are pleased to host a lunch and learn CLEprogram:
REPRESENTING VICTIMS OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

MARCH 24TH: HOW TO NAVIGATE WHEN A FAMILY COURT MATTER BECOMES A
SUPREME COURT DIVORCE

PLACE:

Supreme Court Westchester

TIME:

12:45 to 2:30

County, Ninth Floor Conference Room

SPEAKERS: Tamara A. Mitchel, Esq., Partner Berman Frucco Gouz Mitchel & Schub. p.c.;
Alicia A. Gaudio, Esq., Partner Novenstern, Fabriani & Gaudio, LLP
CLE:

Approval of CLE credit is in accordance with the requirements of the New York
State Continuing Legal Education Board for a maximum of 1 Practice credits per
session. WBASNY is an accredited provider of CLE credits in New York.

REGISTRATION:
FEE:

RSVP:

NBriendel@law.pace.edu

NO CHARGEfor program
online at wwbany.org.
Center please contact
register.
By February 29,2016 to

attendance. For CLEcredit, please register and pay
If you are a member of the Pace Women's Justice
Natanya Briendel at nbriendel@law.pace.edu
to
wwbany.org.

CLE:
Pending approval by WBASNY in accordance with the requirements of the New
York State Continuing Legal Education Board for 1 credit hour per session in areas of
professional practice as specified, acceptable for transitional credit for established and newly
admitted attorneys. The Westchester Women's bar Association is a chapter of the Women's
Bar Association of the State of New York.
The opinions expressed by any program presenter are the presenter's own, and do not reflect the official position of the
WWBA or WBASNY.
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THE PACE WOMEN'S JUSTICE CENTER, MY SISTERS' PLACE, THE
WESTCHESTER WOMEN'S BAR ASSOCIATION, THE WESTCHESTER
COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION, THE NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
COMMITTEE TO PROMOTE GENDER FAIRNESS IN THE COURTS
AND LEGAL SERVICES OF THE HUDSON VALLEY
are pleased to host a 3 part lunch and learn CLEseries:
REPRESENTING

VICTIMS OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

MARCH 3RD: HOW TO NAVIGATE A FAMILY COURT ORDER OF PROTECTION
MARCH 24TH: HOW TO NAVIGATE WHEN A FAMILY COURT MATTER BECOMES A
SUPREME COURT DIVORCE
TH
APRIL 7 : HOW TO NAVIGATE THE IMMIGRATION PROCESS WHEN THE ABUSER
WILL NO LONGER SPONSOR THE VICTIM
PLACE:

Supreme

Court Westchester

TIME:

12:45 to 2:30

County, Ninth Floor Conference

Room

SPEAKERS: Tracey Alter, Esq., Director Pace Women's Justice Center Family Court Legal
Program; Amanda Rieben, Esq., Staff Attorney, Domestic Violence, Legal
Services of the Hudson Valley;Tamara A. Mitchel, Esq., Partner Berman
Frucco Gouz Mitchel & Schub. p.c.; Alicia A. Gaudio, Esq., Partner
Novenstern, Fabriani & Gaudio, LLP; Andrea Panjwani, Esq., My Sisters
Place
CLE:

Approval of CLE credit is in accordance with the requirements of the New York
State Continuing Legal Education Board for a maximum of 1 Practice credits per
session. WBASNY is an accredited provider of CLE credits in New York.

REGISTRATION:
FEE:

RSVP:

NBriendel@law.pace.edu

NO CHARGEfor program
online at wwbany.org.
Center please contact
register.
By February 29,2016 to

attendance.
For CLE credit, please register and pay
If you are a member of the Pace Women's Justice
Natanya Briendel at nbriendel@law.pace.edu
to
wwbany.org.

eLE:
Pending approval by WBASNY in accordance with the requirements of the New York State
Continuing Legal Education Board for 1 credit hour per session in areas of professional practice as specified,
acceptable for transitional credit for established and newly admitted attorneys. The Westchester Women's bar
Association is a chapter ofthe Women's Bar Association of the State of New York.
The opinions expressed by any program presenter are the presenter's own, and do not reflect the official position of the
WWBA or WBASNY.
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THE PACE WOMEN'S JUSTICE CENTER, THE WESTCHESTER WOMEN'S BAR
ASSOCIATION, and THE NINTH JUDICIAL COMMITTEE TO PROMOTE GENDER
FAIRNESS IN THE COURTS
are pleased to host a brown bag lunch and learn CLE program:
SHOW ME THE MONEY: BEST EVIDENCE IN FAMILY COURT SUPPORT
PROCEEDINGS
DATE:

September

29,2016

PLACE:

Supreme Court Westchester

TIME:

12:30p.m.

SPEAKER:

Presented by the Honorable Allen Hochberg, Esq. Family Court Support
Magistrate (Ret.)

CLE:

Approval of CLE credit is in accordance with the requirements of the New York
State Continuing Legal Education Board for a maximum of 1 Practice credits per
session. * WBASNY is an accredited provider of CLE credits in New York.

RSVP:

By September

FEE:

NO CHARGEfor program attendance, $30.00 if CLEcredit is required. The fee
is waived for members in good standing of the Pace Women's Justice Center
Moderate Means Panel. Full and partial scholarships for this program, based
on financial need, are available. For information and to apply, please contact
Westchester Women's Bar Association President Susan Edwards Colson at
914-505-6045. All requests are confidential.
For CLEcredit, please register
and pay online at www.wwbany.or~.

County, Ninth Floor Conference Room

to 2:00p.m.

22, 2016 to www. wwbany.or~.

FOR QUESTIONSCONTACT: Natanya L. Briendel, Esq. at nbriendel@law.pace.edu
*Pending approval by WBASNY in accordance with the requirements of the New York State
Continuing Legal Education Board for 1 credit hour per session in areas of professional practice as specified,
acceptable for transitional credit for established and newly admitted attorneys. The Westchester Women's bar
Association is a chapter ofthe Women's Bar Association ofthe State of New York.
CLE:

The opinions expressed by any program presenter are the presenter's own, and do not reflect the official position of the
WWBA or WBASNY.

The Westchester Women's Bar Association is a chapter of the Women's Bar Association of the State of New
York.

- ....

illWWBA

'r

,

.~. ~ ~

.,,1"1

.-.

-:::::::.

-.: •• Paee
WOl)len:s
JUstlce
Center

THE PACE WOMEN'S JUSTICE CENTER, THE WESTCHESTER WOMEN'S BAR
ASSOCIATION, THE NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COMMITTEE TO PROMOTE
GENDER FAIRNESS IN THE COURTS and LEGAL SERVICES OF THE HUDSON
VALLEY
are pleased to host a CLE Program:
EVERY STEP YOU TAKE: THE NEW TECHNOLOGY OF STALKING
DATE:

October 6, 2016

RSVP by:

October 3, 2016

PLACE:

Elisabeth Haub School of Law at Pace University - Ottinger Hall Room G01

TIME:

Moderate Means Panel Meeting 5:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. (mandatory for
members)
CLEProgram 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. (mandatory for MMP members)

SPEAKER:

Pam Paziotopoulos,
Crime

CLE:

Pending approval by WBASNY in accordance with the requirements of the New
York State Continuing Legal Education Board for 2 credit hours in ethics and
professionalism as specified, acceptable for transitional credit for established and
newly admitted attorneys

FEE:

$30.00 if CLE credit is required; $10.00 if CLE credit is required for members of
sponsoring organizations. The fee is waived for members in good standing of
the Pace Women's Justice Center Moderate Means Panel. Full and partial
scholarships for this program, based on financial need, are available. For
information
and to apply, please contact Westchester
Women's Bar
Association President Susan Edwards Colson at 914-505-6045.
All requests
are confidential.
For CLE credit, please register and pay online at
www.wwbany.orK.

REGISTRATION:

Esq., Senior Trainer, National Center for Victims of

www.wwbany.org (except for members in good standing of the Pace
Women's Justice Center Moderate Means Panel- see above)

FOR QUESTIONSCONTACT: Natanya L. Briendel, Esq. at nbriendel@law.pace.edu.
This program is suitable for both experienced and newly admitted attorneys.
The opinions expressed by any program presenter are the presenter's own, and do not reflect the official
position of the WWBA or WBASNY.
The Westchester Women's Bar Association is a chapter of the Women's Bar Association of the State of New

York.

'~_.-l'

',} SPECIAL ISSUE IN RECOGNITION

~i.'
..;~

OF BREASTCANCER AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AWARENESS MONTH

,.'$

'Ii:

www.wwbany.org
,;"

Gender Fairness ~Committee : Legal Services of Hudson
Celebrates Womens History: Valley CLE Trains Pro Bono
Month
:Attorneys on Name
MargaretCorchado'
: Changes and Educates on
The Ninth Judicial District Committee to Promote Gender.
Tir'ansgen der Issues
Faimess in the Courts recognized the winners of its Annual High'
School Essay Contest at a breakfast held on May 13,2016,

in : Marion Genio and Judith Zirin~Hyman

celebration of Women's History Month. Supreme Court Justice.
Terry Jane Ruderman, Chair of the Committee, presented the.
awards. The generosity of various professional organizations
and b.ar.ass'ociations, including the We,stchester W.0~en' s Bar.
AsSOCiation and the Westchester Women s Bar AsSOCiation Foundation, enabled the committee to award monetary prizes to the
winning students.
In the freshman/sophomore
category, Mina Lee from:
Edgemont Junior/Senior High School won first prize' and Connor.
Shea from lona Preparatory School won second prize. In the.
junior/senior category, Lydia DeFusto from Goshen High School
won first prize and Cameron Dunbar from The Ursuline School
won second prize, The essay topic about which these students
were asked to opine was:

'~recentarticfe
in the New York Times titled 'Millennial Men
Aren't the Dads They Thought They'd Be' highlights how
men from the millennial generation aspire to be hands-on
fathers, but end up taking on the more traditional role of.
.
th
h
h'ld
PI
d th
ey ave c I reno ease rea
e arb rea d -wmner once
. I
d
."
tIC e an express your vIews.

.

After a careful and considerate selection process, the winning students read their essays to the more than 50 assembled
guests. Those in attendance included State Supreme Court Justices Linda S. Jamieson, Orazio R. Bellantoni, Mary H. Smith,
Bruce E. Tolbert and Charles D. Wood, Family Court Judge Janet
C. Malone, and County Court Judge Susan M. Capeci. Also in
attendance were representatives of various professional organizations and bar associations, including Claire Gutekunst, Esq.,
President-Elect of the New York State Bar Association.
The committee anticipates that this contest and awards breakfal)t will be held again next year and is hoping for even greater:
participation from schools in the Ninth Judicial District. •

Hon. Unda S. Jamieson, Mina Lee, Connor Shea, Hon. TerryJane
Ruderman, Lydia DeFusto, Cameron Dunbar, and Claire Gutekunst
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:
.
:
.

:
:

A training
entitled
"Name
Change:
Adult, Infant &
Transgender", held on June 15, 2016 at Legal Services of the
Hudson Valley, was presented to 24 current and prospective pro
bono volunteers. It 'rPs one of many presentations in a robust
Pro Bono program that includes CLE sessions on a variety of
substantive areas. Through these presentations, LSHV seeks to
educate and sensitiie our legal community to diversity issues,
while at the same time recruit and train volunteer attomeys to
represent indigent clients.
. The June 15th program riot only prepared attorneys to represent clients seeking name changes, but also included education on transgender sensitivity. It was introduced by Christopher
Oldi, the LSHV staff attorney spearheading our LGBTQ Project.
He works with indigent LGBTQ clients who, in addition to having

. other legal issues, often face discrimination.
For his efforts, he
: was recently recognized by the Westchester County Board of Leg. islators, who declared June 22, 2016 "Christophe~ Oldi Day".
The headline speaker at the CLE was Byrgen ~mkelman, an

. attorney from Singerlands, New York, whose practice focuses on

.

.

.
.
:
.
:
.
:
.
.
:

name changes for transgender individuals throughout New York
. .
. h
State. As co-founder of the group Afflrmmg Transgender Rig ts
(ATR), Byrgen has been both an advocate and activist, helping
to get legislation passed that protects transgender people against
discrimination. Accompanying Byrgen was Renate Hartman, a
transgender individual and advocate who discussed issues related to name changes and also educated the participants on
transgender'issues in general. HearIng firsthand about her personal experiences was helpful in the discussion of this sensitive
and timely issue.
While the issue of gendered bathrooms seems to have occupied the bulk of both legislative and news focus on transgender
rights as of late, the emphasis at this event proved much broader.
.
continued on page J J ••

. Renate Hortman, Judith Zirin-Hyman, Byrgen Finkelman, Mona A
: Cushnie Walker, Christopher Oldi, Marion Genio
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: "SHOW ME THE
: MONEY"

Natanya L Briendel

: from page

On September
29,
2016, The Pace Women's
Justice
Center,
The
Westchester Women's Bar
Association and the Ninth Judicial District Committee to
Promote Gender Fairnessin
the Courts presented a
"Lunch and Learn" program
at the Supreme Court entitled "Show Me the Money:
BestEvidencein FamilyCourt
Support Proceedings."
The audience filled the
9th floor conference room
and consisted of private attorneys and government
employees. I
The program was taught
by the Honorable Allen

: Hochberg, Esq., Family
. Court Support Magistrate
: (Ret.). Magistrate Hochberg
. spoke about his experience
'_as a. Support Magistrate,"";;
and provided the audience -"~
: with practical information __-~
:"F>er:tQiA,iA!iI.to-the
..ba-siG-.I,aw,~~
~
!. of evidence so as to ensure ~,
I. that clients receiveadequate
;'
::representation. In addition
I: to providing excellent suggestlons-:regarding -how-toI: authenticate a Support Col'. lection Unit print out, or how
: to ask that judicial notice be.
. taken of an amount in-:-or-:.-.-:'
: rears, Magistrate Hochberg ,-ii
. also spoke of numer6us-'"I
: "reallife" accounts frorrrhTs~''1i
. years on the bench.:;)
.
The program wasinfor-'
. mative and we sincerely
: hope Magistrate Hochberg
. returnsin the Springbl2,
: for ShowMe)beJy.fbti~
: Two. ~
.

continued on page 11 --
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Suffolk County Judicial Committee on Women in the Courts
Hon. Isabel Buse, Chair
Beverly Saldivias, Chair

Suffolk County Judicial Committee on Women in the Courts
Chairs: Hon Isabel Buse and Beverly Saldivias
Members – Attached
Counties Served: Suffolk
2016 Meetings
Dates of Meetings: 1/26/16, 2/8/16, 5/12/16, 6/6/16, 9/15/16, 11/17/16
Average Attendance: 19
Do you use Videoconferencing? Yes
Would it be useful for members to meet via videoconference/Skype from their desktop
computer? Yes
Areas of success during 2016 for your committee and/or in general regarding gender bias and
gender fairness in the courts:
 Our annual Women's history Month which was celebrated on March 18, 2016. Our
theme was Forming a More Perfect Union: Celebrating Women in Government and
Public Service. We honored Cheryl Zimmer, Esq., Chief Court Attorney and Susan C. Fox,
Associate Court Clerk and History Program Co-Chair.
 We hosted an essay contest open to all high school students attending school in Suffolk
County, New York. The topic was "Recognize a woman who through her contributions
and leadership in public service or government has made our communities more
responsive to our diverse society." We received over ninety essays. With the
collaboration of seven local bar associations we awarded monetary prizes to eight
winners. The winners were part of our history month program. Some of them accepted
the opportunity to spend half a day shadowing one of our Judges and took a VIP tour of
the courthouse. Music was provided by the Hamptones, a group of students from Our
Lady of the Hamptones. Susan C. Fox and Hon. Isabel Buse co-chaired the event, and
Susan C. Fox and Beverly Saldivias, co-chaired the essay contest. About 100 people
attending the event. Judges Chris A. Kelley, Marian Tinari, and Karen Wilutis opened
their court rooms for individual essay winners to observe.
 Our annual Domestic Violence Awareness Program was entitled "Technology and
Domestic Violence" and featured Detective Rory Forrestal of the Suffolk County Police
Department. Our Mental Health Committee coordinated a program for its members
which featured professionals in the field.
See attached flyers and photographs.
2016 Special Events
Activities for Domestic Violence Awareness Month: Our annual Domestic Violence Awareness
Program was entitled "Technology and Domestic Violence." The program offered continuing
legal education credits through the Judicial Institute. The program discussed the use of
technology as a means of stalking, specifically in the context of intimate partner relationships.
The speaker was Detective Rory F. Forrestal, Computer Crimes Bureau, Suffolk County Police

Department. Hon. Gaetan Lozito and Kaitlyn Pickford coordinated the event. About 90 people
attended.
Activities for Women's History Month: Beginning in 2016, the longstanding judicial display
which featured all female Judges and Justices in Suffolk County was updated into a digital
display and timeline. The display was run on computer monitors in several areas of the Suffolk
County courthouses, including the Central Jury Room and monitors in Family Court.
Additionally, we hosted an essay contest for all Suffolk County high school students, with the
winners featured during our annual program held on March 18, 2016. Cheryl Zimmer, Esq. and
Sue Fox were honored during the program for their dedicated service to the Committee.
Winners of the essay contest shadowed a District Court Judge for the day. See attached.
Essay Contest: As noted above, the essay contest was open to all high school students
attending school in Suffolk County. A copy of the first place winner in the Junior/Senior
category is attached.
Other Special Events or Activities:
 Our newest event was an in house program on Mental Health Awareness for the
members of our committee. About 32 people attended. Our speakers were Mary Beth
Anderson, Esq., Director of the Urban Justice Center, Mental Health Project, and Ms.
Kerri Kosloff, from the Suffolk County Department of Probation. We learned about
efforts to advance and enforce the rights of mentally ill individuals who strive to
navigate our court system, some of the challenges faced by someone who suffers from
mental illness to seek help from lawyers and the courts, and the problemsolving Suffolk
County Mental Health Court which serves criminal defendants who meet certain criteria.
The coordinators of the event were the Hon. Marian Tinari and the Hon. Linda Kevins
and Beverly Saldivias.
 The Breast Cancer Screening Van provided free screening services. Janessa Trotta was in
charge. For heart health month, and prostate awareness, medical professionals
provided free cholesterol and blood pressure screening, and free prostate cancer blood
tests.
 On June 22, 2016 the St. Francis Community bus was parked in front of the Cohalan
Court Complex to provide free blood pressure, glucose and cholesterol screening.
Beverly Salvidias, Probation Officer David Juan and Captain David Santiago were in
charge of heart health and prostate health respectively.
 Our committee continues to support the efforts of the Children's Center in the Cohalan
Court Complex which provides free child care while parents are attending to their court
business. We provide donations of books, snacks, food for Thanksgiving baskets and
mittens, hats and gloves.
 The Access to Justice Committee had one of our own members, Dawn Maletta, Deputy
Chief Clerk of the Suffolk County Family Court speak on the collaborate efforts and
technological advances in the Family Court to better meet the needs of the litigants and
attorneys who use the court. Deputy Chief Clerk Maletta spoke of Family Court's DIY
programs, the use of skype to obtain temporary orders of protection in Domestic

Violence proceedings and new programs such as the availability to attorneys to receive
orders by email. Laurette Mulry and Carrie Vasiluth were in charge of Access to Justice.
Special Event Marketing
How were your special events advertised or marketed? Email, Flyer, distribution of literature by
local bar associations
Who and how many attended? Depending on the event, we had attorneys, court personnel,
local service providers and members of the public. Our attendance ranged from 32 to 100.
Was there any press before or after? Yes
Future Plans
What are your plans for 2017?
Special Events & Educational Programs
Women’s History Month, Domestic Violence Awareness Month, Essay Contest,
and More. Our District Administrative Judge, C. Randall Hinrichs, will appoint
new co-chairs of our committee by the end of June 2017 who will choose the
priorities and set meeting for the next two years.
Meetings: Bi monthly for 2016 -2018 term.
Concerns
What issues regarding women and gender in the courts do you think are important in 2017?
Access to the Courts for low income litigants, domestic violence, mental illness and substance
above, immigration, and the availability of child care
Do you see operational issues in your court or judicial district that adversely affect women or a
subgroup of women? Child care centers availability and accessibility, breastfeeding space,
language access/interpreters including availability, quality, and general usage of interpreters
both within and outside of the courtroom.
Do you see unmet training needs? Not at this time. District Administrative Judge C. Randall
Hinrichs provides us with an environment very receptive to training programs. Our local Suffolk
Academy of Law, part of the Suffolk County Bar Association, offers training on a variety of
topics, and the Child Welfare Court Improvement Project offers free programs once a month in
the courtroom of the Hon. Theresa Whelan, the Supervising Judge of the Family Court. Judge
Whelan is a member of our committee. We have access to online programs from the Judicial
Institute from our desktops.
Educational Programs and Projects
What topics would you like to see developed for Lunch & Learn Sessions from 1:00 – 2:00 in the
courthouse? Programs on domestic violence, immigration and mental health.

Would online viewing or videoconferencing be a useful tool for this purpose? Yes
Would you or your members be more able to participate if the program was available in realtime on your desktop computer? Yes
Collaboration
Have you joined with groups outside the courts for programs or projects? Yes, EAC., Suffolk
County Bar Association, Suffolk County Women's Bar Association, Criminal Bar Association,
Admistad Black Bar Association, Hispanic Bar Association, Brehon Society, Matrimonial Bar
Association, the Suffolk County Bar Association, the Suffolk County Probation Department, high
schools located in Suffolk County, New York, Our Lady of the Hamptones Regional Catholic
School, JALBCA, local hospitals and domestic violence organizations.

Suffolk County Women in the Courts Committee
Membership List
(As of 12/13/2016)

The Honorable Janine Barbera-Dalli, Acting County Court Judge
The Honorable Toni A. Bean, District Court Judge
The Honorable Isabel Buse, Support Magistrate, Suffolk County Family Court
Lisa Jusino Calla, Esq., Private Practitioner
Victoria Campos-Gaylor, Esq., Private Practitioner
Nancy Clifford, Esq., Suffolk County District Attorney’s Office
The Honorable Kathryn Coward, Support Magistrate, Suffolk County Family Court
Patricia DePasquale, Associate Court Clerk, Suffolk County District Court
Patrice Dlhopolsky, Director of Suffolk County Probation Department
Diane Farrell, Esq., Court Attorney Referee, Foreclosure Part
The Honorable Aletha Fields, Support Magistrate, Suffolk County Family Court
The Honorable Patricia Filiberto, Retired Judge
Mary Ann Filosa, Esq., Law Clerk to Court of Claims Judge
Colleen M. Fondulis, Esq., Court Attorney Referee, Suffolk County Courts
Janet Ford, Esq., Private Practitioner
Brette A. Haefeli, Esq., Court Attorney Referee, Surrogate’s Court
Debra Hampson, Secretary to District Administrative Judge
Dawn Hargraves, Esq., Private Practitioner
Elizabeth Harrington, Esq., Private Practitioner
Keri Herzog, Esq., Suffolk County District Attorney’s Office
Maureen Hordy, Resource Coordinator III
Amy Hsu, Esq., Private Practitioner
Laurie Hulbert, Director of Advocacy at VIBS Family Violence and Rape Crisis Center
Demetri Jones, Esq., U.S. Department of Justice
The Honorable Darlene Jorif-Mangane, Support Magistrate, Suffolk County Family Court
The Honorable Cheryl Joseph, Court of Claims Judge
David Juan, Suffolk County Probation Department
The Honorable Chris Ann Kelley, District Court Judge
The Honorable Karen Kerr, Supervising Judge of District Court
The Honorable Linda Kevins, District Court Judge
The Honorable Deborah Kooperstein, Town of Southampton Justice
Jane LaCova, Executive Director, Suffolk County Bar Association
The Honorable Meidith Lafler, Support Magistrate in Suffolk County Family Court
The Honorable Kerri Lechtrecker, Court Attorney Referee, Suffolk County Family Court
Caroline Levy, Esq., Hofstra University School of Law
Katherine T. Logiudice, Secretary to Supervising Judge of District Court
The Honorable Caren Loguercio, Acting Supreme Court Justice
The Honorable Gaetan B. Lozito, Acting County Court Judge

Victoria McDonaugh, Resource Coordinator III
Leslie D. McLoughlin, Resource Coordinator III
Dawn Maletta, Deputy Chief Clerk of Family Court
Chief Eileen Mallon, Chief Court Officer
Kathleen Meyer, Secretary, Suffolk County District Court
Lieutenant Karen Morro, Suffolk County Courts Security Operations
Linda Morrone, Esq., Supervising Court Attorney, Law Department
Laurette Mulry, Esq., Director of Legal Aid Society of Suffolk County
The Honorable Melissa Negin-Wiener, Support Magistrate, Suffolk County Family Court
Kaitlyn Pickford, Outreach Coordinator to District Administrative Judge
Mary Porter, Esq., Principal Law Clerk to District Administrative Judge
The Honorable Deborah Poulos, Acting Supreme Court Justice
Anita Prudenti, Esq., Law Clerk to Supreme Court Justice
Andrea Ramos-Topper, EAC, Inc.
Sheryl Randazzo, Esq., Private Practitioner
Martha M. Rogers, Esq., Law Clerk to County Court Judge
The Honorable Rosann Orlando, Support Magistrate, Suffolk County Family Court
Beverly Saldivias, Associate Court Clerk in Supreme Court
Captain David Santiago, Suffolk County Courts Security Operations
Linda Scrio, Suffolk County Courts Security Operations
Tara Scully, Esq., Private Practitioner
The Honorable Sandra Sgroi, Appellate Division, Second Department
Kim Smith, Esq., Private Practitioner
The Honorable Marian Rose Tinari
Margaret Trainor, Esq., District Court Judge
The Honorable Hertha Trotto, Retired District Court Judge
Janessa Trotto, Esq., Islip Town Attorney’s Office
Cynthia Vargas, Esq., Private Practitioner
Carrie Vasiluth, Esq., Nassau Suffolk Law Services, Inc.
The Honorable Mary Werner, Retired Administrative Judge of Suffolk County
The Honorable Theresa Bryant Whelan, Supervising Judge of Suffolk County Family Court
The Honorable Karen Wilutis, Acting County Court Judge
Cheryl Zimmer, Esq., Retired Chief Court Attorney, Suffolk County Courts
Nicole Zuvich, Esq., Private Practitioner
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THE SUFFOLK COUNTY DISTRICT ADMINISTRATIVE JUDGE’S
WOMEN IN THE COURTS COMMITTEE
Ì

PRESENTS Ì

HEART HEALTH - 2016

Ì
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2016
9am - 2pm
RIVERHEAD - ARTHUR M. CROMARTY CRIMINAL COURTS BUILDING
FIRST FLOOR - LOBBY

SOUTHAMPTON HOSPITAL WILL BE DOING BLOOD PRESSURE
SCREENING AND SIMPLE CHOLESTEROL TEST.

AVAILABLE TO ALL: HEART HEALTH LITERATURE AND MATERIALS

On February 1st Stop by & Wear Red to show you “Have a Heart”

THE SUFFOLK COUNTY DISTRICT ADMINISTRATIVE JUDGE’S
WOMEN IN THE COURTS COMMITTEE
PRESENTS

HEART HEALTH 2016
ST.

FREE HEALTH SCREENINGS ON THE
FRANCIS MOBILE COMMUNITY OUTREACH BUS

WEDNESDAY - FEBRUARY 10th, 2016
CENTRAL ISLIP - JOHN P. COHALAN COURT COMPLEX
OUTSIDE THE MAIN ENTRANCE 10AM-2PM

THE SCREENINGS INCLUDE A BRIEF CARDIAC HISTORY, SIMPLE BLOOD
TEST FOR CHOLESTEROL AND DIABETES WITH APPROPRIATE PATIENT
EDUCATION AND REFERRALS AS NEEDED FOR CLIENTS ABOVE THE
AGE OF 18.

SUFFOLK COUNTY FAMILY COURT
ACCESS TO JUSTICE INITIATIVES

In 2016, at the direction of District Administrative Judge, the Hon. C. Randall Hinrichs, District
Executive, Warren Clark, and Superving Judge, the Hon. Theresa Whelan, Suffolk County Family
Court performed a comprehensive evaluation of current court processes with a goal of improving
efficiency, quality of service and Access to Justice for court users. The following highlights some
of the initiatives and improvements:
Collaborative Efforts with Partner Agencies to Strengthen Relationships with the Community:
< Hon. Theresa Whelan commenced “Courthouse Collaborative” meetings; other meetings
conducted with Department of Probation, Law Enforcement/Sheriff, Child Support Enforcement
Bureau, County Attorney, Suffolk County Bar Association, CASA, Domestic Violence Agencies,
and Legal Services Providers.
Court Processes Improved, Refined and Implemented:
< Suffolk County was selected to be part of a NYS pilot program to implement the nation’s first
Remote TOP Initiative on a statewide scale. DV victims receive immediate and direct
assistance from an advocate to e-file their TOP petition and appear via video conference from
a secure, remote site. At the conclusion of the appearance, the DV Victim and Advocate are
securely emailed the TOP, if issued, and provided additional appearance/other information.
< Transition to same day filing services which resulted in expedited processing/earlier court dates
and immediate receipt of court appearance information: date, summons/service packets.
< Expedited Attorney access for filing purposes and conducting review of case files which
resulted in more efficient service to court users, litigant/clients, and the court.
< Creation of generic Suffolk County Family Court email to facilitate communication and
promote increased access to the court.
< Implementation of E-Signatures resulting in immediate transmission and availability of signed
court orders.
< Instituted UCMS Secure Email Program which provides attorneys, agencies and law
enforcement immediate and direct notification of orders, summonses, and notices.
< Assignment of a court clerical staff to serve in“Triage” capacity to litigants arriving at the court
resulting in better service to court users.
< Enhanced promotion of the DIY (“Do It Yourself”) computer workstations in our lobby
(including the newly released full Spanish DIY program resource available on the court website).
< Commenced CSEB E-Filing Program providing expedited and improved service to petitioners:
receive immediate court appearance information, summons and service papers.
Upcoming Goals for 2017:
< Continual evaluation and reassessment of court processes.
< Improved litigant services by collaboration with Probation.
< Implementation of digitization of court records.
< Ongoing outreach initiatives and programs.

Despite the Taliban's threats, Malala remains a vocaladvocate for
women's education. ln 2014, Malala became the youngest woman
to win the Nobel Peace Prize. Malala also spoke at the United
Nations on her'16th birthday. During her speech, she spoke of the
education rights manywomen are being denied. She made hervoice
known by exposing the flaws within the education system on an
international level. The speech she gave was simply inspirational and
got attention from leaders globally, spreading news about this

Malala was,14 years old when the Taliban released a death threat
against her. Eventually on October gth, 201 2, Malala was on her way
to school when a member of the Taliban came onto her school bus
and asked, "Who is Malala?". Just after that moment, a bullet was
sent into the left side of her skull. However, a bullet would not stop
Malala. This act of terror would only make Malala's voice stronger,
echoing to all corners of the earth outside of Swat Valley.

When the Taliban began attacking schools in 2008, Malala refused
to close her books. lnstead she read more. lt was at that point when
Malala began giving speeches proclaiming the need to educate
women. As her following grew, Malala continued to speak out about
her right, and the right of all women, to an education.

"One child, one teacher, one book, one pen can change the
world.", said Malala Yousafzai as she utilized her pen to revolutionize
the lives of so many girls across the globe. Throughout her life,
Malala has defied barriers in order to claim liberties she deserves,
one of which being an education. Women in every corner of the
globe are being denied an education because of their gender. Malala
was denied an education like many girls in Pakistan, however, she
was unsatisfied; she was eager for knowledge and would not let
anything inhibit her learning - not even a gun.

Allie Mollo, Grade 11
Half Hollow Hills High School

First Place, Junior/Senior Category

said to myself, Malala,

you nxust

- Malala Yousafzai

be

braue. You must
not be afraid of anyone. You
are onlSr trylng to get an
education. You are not
committing a crime."

"I

Malala's determination for education is a bright light in an area of
the world that seems to be so dark. With great courage, Malala
speaks out on behalf of those who cannot, those who have been
silenced by groups like the Taliban. As a vital leader in public service
globally, Malala has inspired many and continues to instill bravery
within women to stand up for their inalienable right to an education.

On Malala Day, her 18th birthday, the young activist continued to
take action on global education by opening a school for Syrian
refugee girls in Lebanon. The schoolwas designed to admit nearly
200 girls. Malala has changed the lives of these 200 girls; she has
given them an education, a right which many are being denied. On
that day, Malala proclaimed in one of the school's classrooms, "we
must invest in books instead of bullets".

international crisis. lt is because of this speech that many have
become aware of this global issue, an issue affecting all people
despite their gender, ethnicity, or heritage. Malala has made it known
that education has no prejudice, education is for all.

The Suffolk County District Administrative Judge’s Women in the Courts Committee Presents:

FREE PROSTATE CANCER SCREENINGS

Provided by Integrated Medical Foundation, IMFCARES.ORG
Free Prostate Cancer Screenings for men who have not previously been diagnosed with
Prostate Cancer

JUNE IS MEN’S HEALTH MONTH!
Tuesday, June 14, 2016
12:30 pm to 2:00 pm
Suffolk County Cohalan Court Complex
2nd Floor Mezzanine
400 Carleton Ave, Central Islip, NY

APPOINTMENT IS NECESSARY
Please call PO David Juan (631) 466-4985 or
Beverly Saldivias (631) 258-6195
Stop by our table for free information and literature

Join us for this

FREE CLE
program open to
newly admitted
and experienced
attorneys.

“Technology &
Domestic Violence”
Sponsored by The Suffolk County Judicial Committee on Women in the Courts

REGISTRATION NOW OPEN!
Program Presenter:
Detective Rory F. Forrestal

Participation
is limited to
the first 80
registrants!

Computer Crimes Bureau
Suffolk County Police Department

Friday, October 7, 2016
12:45 PM - 2:00 PM
Central Jury Room
John P. Cohalan, Jr. Court Complex
Central Islip

Participants are
asked to remain
present for the
entire program.

Please note
partial credit
will not be
awarded.

This program has been approved by the New York State
Judicial Institute in accordance with the requirements of the NYS
CLE Board for 1.5 credit hours, which can be applied toward the
Professional Practice category of CLE credit.

REGISTRATION INSTRUCTIONS:
Email Kaitlyn Pickford at kpickfor@nycourts.gov
with your full name, affiliation
and whether you are seeking CLE credit.

S

uffolk

unry Di strict Admi nistrative Judge, s
Judicial Committee on Women in the Courts
Co

Friday, October 1 ,2016
CURRICULUM OUI'LINE
1.

Program Goals - Detective Rory F. Forrestal
A. Definiug Cyberstalking
B. Undcrstanding l?orms of Technology

C.
2.

Addressiug Stalking

History of Technology as Means of Stalking
Stalking and Domestic Violence

A. Online vs. Offiinc Sralking
B. I)emographics ol Stalker
4.

Con:rpnter and Internet Stalking

A. Contmon Methods of Stalking
B. Email Account Familiarily
C.

Access

5.

Anonymity of Stalking

6.

Ccll Phones

A. Common Mclhods
B. Location Scrvices
7.

of l-Iacking

Stalkiug and the Larv

A. Aggravated l.larassment
B. Criminal Corrtempt 1,r and 2,,d
C. Federal [.aws

8.

Addressing Stalking arrd Domestic Violence

9.

I{elevant Case Larv Review - Hon. Gaetan B. l.ozito

10. Question and Ans',r,er Period

.

- Are you anxious/nervous lupset?
-Are you going to be OK when we see the judge?

- How are you feeling?

handout
Useful questions to promote positive
experiences

. Useful questions re mental health history: see

- Person with mental illness, NOT mentally ill person
- He has bipolar disorder, NOT he is bipolar

. Person-centered language

Becoming a Bette r Communicator

Explain what to expect
Help the person manage
feelings & behavior
" Ask how the person is
feeling before he/she
sees the judge
Use layperson's
Ianguage
"Give up" vs. "waive"
"lf you want to" vs. "You
have a right to"
o "ls there anything that
would make it wrong or
difficult" vs. impediment
bench

or other accommodation in
the courtroom
> Promote confidentiality and
sensitivity to private
information:
. Do not disclose
confidential information in
open court
' Ask the judge if the person
can come closer to the

Schedule phone call (if
possible) day before court
appearance
Request break, second call,

Dealing with Legal Environment

A

r
Exchanse

of: Setauket Presbgterian Chunch
5 Carotine Aveatp,Setauket, NY 11733

mission

631-75L41-76
www.opendoorexchange.org

www.f aceboo kcom/opendoorexchange

Volunteer Opportunitv for School and Communitv Groups
Are you looking for o hands-on service project for your group?
Do you wont

o

fun and meaningfulteom-building opportunity?
Volunteer with Open Door Exchonge!

About Us
We collect donations of gently used furniture and display them in our rented Port Jefferson Station
warehouse. lndividuals and families referred to us by social service agencies and nonprofits can make an
appointment to come to the warehouse and choose the furniture that they need, all without charge. The
people we serve are transitioning to housing from homelessness, domestic violence shelters, military service,
or displacement following a disaster. We offer them the dignity of selecting their own furnishings, turning
their new residence into a comfortable home.
HowYou Can Help
We offer many different opportunities for volunteers of all ages:
Go on a pick-up

run. At least twice a month, we send a group of volunteers out into the community to
pick-up donated furniture from homes. We handle allthe scheduling and will provide you with a
volunteer coordinator for the day. You provide a group of energetic volunteers! lt's a great time, great
exercise, and a great team-building opportunity!
Work in the warehouse. Furniture moves in and out of our warehouse very quickly. We need lots of
help receiving donations, cleaning furniture, deciding how to organize it, and greeting clients. Our
warehouse offers hands-on service experience with or without heavy lifting!
Administrative assistance. Can you type information into a simple database? Do you enjoy writing
thank you letters, designing promotional materials, or making phone calls? We'd love your help!
Grant writine. We do not charge for any of our services, so we rely entirely on grants and contributions
to support our work. lf you have strong writing skills or experience in grant writing, you can help us
keep our doors open !

Reody to Volunteer?
Contact us at (63L) 751-0176 or opendoorexchangeli@gmail.com. Please leave the name of your group, a
contact person, and a phone number and email address where we can reach you. We'll be in touch! Thank
you for your support of Open Door Exchange!
,$

..

EVENTS PHOTOS

Heart Health
Beverly Saldivias and Carrie Vasiluth

Women’s History Month
Beverly Saldivias and Hon. Isabel Buse

Women’s History Month
Cheryl Zimmer

Women’s History Month
Sue Fox

Women’s History Month - Essay Contest
Essay winner, Isabelle Scott and Dawn Lott, Executive Director
of the Suffolk County Office of Human Rights

Women’s History Month - Essay Contest
Dean Mattschull, Kathleen Loy, Hon C. Randall Hinrichs, District Administrative Judge, Victoria
Frischkorn, Michaelena Ferraro, Toni Marie Carter, and Tim Flanagan, President of the Brehon
Society.

Women’s History Month Program
5th

The Hamptones
through 8th grade students

Gender Fairness Committee of the Twelfth Judicial District,
Supreme Court Committee
Hon. Richard Lee Price, Chair
Hon. Josephine Bastone, Chair

Gender Fairness Committee for the Twelfth Judicial District
Chairs: Honorable Richard Lee Price, Supreme Court Bronx County Criminal Term (Ret.);
Honorable Josephine M. Bastone
Members – The Gender Fairness Committee for the Twelfth Judicial District draws its members
from every level of the court community, including bar associations, advocacy and prosecution
agencies which service or appear before the courts, the Bronx Borough President's Office, the
County Clerk's Office, and each of the various courts in the Bronx. The Committee was created
25 years ago in response to recommendations of the Chief Judge's Committee on Gender Dias.
The composition of the Committee includes: Judges, Court Attorneys, Court Clerks, Court
Officers, Court Reporters, Stenographers, custodial employees, and other personnel from the
various courts in the Bronx, as well as other agencies. See attached stationary which lists all of
our members.
Counties Served: Bronx
2016 Meetings
Dates of Meetings: 2/01/16; 8/09/16; 10/05/16; 12/05/16 (Note: We also held a number of
subcommittee meetings during the year to plan activities.)
Average Attendance: 10 - 15
Do you use Videoconferencing? No
Would it be useful for members to meet via videoconference/Skype from their desktop
computer? No
2016 Special Events
Activities for Domestic Violence Awareness Month 2016: Presented "Breakup Revenge Protecting Your Privacy - Revenge Porn". Speakers were Carrie Goldberg, Esq. and Shira
Kaufman, Esq. See flyer, attached.
Activities for Women's History Month 2016: Held seventeenth annual awards program on
Thursday, April 14, 2016, from 12:45 - 2:30 p.m. in the Jury Room of Bronx Supreme Court, 851
Grand Concourse, Bronx, NY.
We gave the Woman of Achievement award to Dr. Yvette Calderon and to D.A. Darcel D. Clark.
We also presented the EVOLVE award, which was created to recognize outstanding female high
school students who have demonstrated a unique ability to rise above daunting circumstances
in their lives or who have demonstrated a combination of great scholarship and volunteerism,
was given to five promising high school girls. In addition, we awarded certificates to five
Women of Distinction, court system employees who have impressed the Committee by their job
performance, or because they have overcome odds with supreme grace.
Report of event attached.

Other Special Events or Activities in 2016: Co-sponsored The Columbia Society's Identity Theft
and one-on-one retirement consultations programs.
Special Event Marketing
How were your special events advertised or marketed? Email, Mail, Flyer
Who and how many attended? Approximately 140 people attended the Women's History
Month program. Approximately 100 people attended the Domestic Violence program.
Approximately 40 people attended the Meet the Author and Identity Theft programs.
All 39 slots for each 3-day series of one-on-one retirement consultations were booked the same
day or by the day after the announcements were sent out.
Was there any press before or after? Yes
Future Plans
What are your plans for 2016? Programs for Women’s History Month, Domestic Violence
Awareness Month, and Long-term care insurance program; co-sponsoring The Columbia
Society's MCLE program on Elder Care
What is your projected schedule for 2017? Bi-monthly full committee meetings with
subcommittee meetings throughout the year as needed.
Concerns
What issues regarding women and gender in the courts do you think are important in 2016?
Understanding and sensitivity must continue. Pay parity and glass ceiling issues must be
addressed more fully.
Educational Programs and Projects
What topics would you like to see developed for Lunch & Learn Sessions from 1:00 – 2:00 in the
courthouse? Committee Chair Hon. Josephine M. Bastone is the MCLE Liaison to the Judicial
Institute from the Bronx County Courts. Video-simulcasts of Judicial Institute lectures are
offered throughout the year, as well as the occasional live lecture sponsored by the Gender
Fairness Committee or put on by other court personnel.
Would online viewing or videoconferencing be a useful tool for this purpose? Yes
Would you or your members be more able to participate if the program was available in realtime on your desktop computer? Yes
Collaboration
Have you joined with groups outside the courts for programs or projects?
We have co-sponsorships with the Bronx Women's Bar Association, the Bronx County Bar
Association, The Columbia Society, Inc., and various other local businesses

and organizations, such as the Black Bar Association of Bronx County, Bronx Borough President,
Bronx County Clerk, Court Deli, Court Discount, Crown Donuts, D & J Variety, F.K. Exotic Gourmet
Food Corp., Guardians Association, Leff Prescription Center, New York State Courts, Hispanic
Court Officers Society, Loria Corporation, New York State Court Clerks Association, New York
State Court Officers' Association, New York State Supreme Court Officers' Association, The
Tribune Society, Yankee Tavern, and 161st Street Merchants Association.
Is there anything else you would like to submit? Yes, attached.

Supreme Court
Of the
State of New York

GENDER FAIRNESS COMMITTEE
For the TWELFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

265 East 161st Street, #934
Bronx, New York 10451
HON. ROBERT TORRES
Administrative Judge
HON. RICHARD LEE PRICE
Chair

COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Tania Antero
Laura Bisignano
Yvette Brownridge
Carol Brumley
Sherry Callwood
Lisa Carrasquillo
Shantel Castro
Joan Clodd
Maria Cortese
Hon. Tandra Dawson
Betty Dominicci
Darlene Dove
Monica Dula
Sherron Durham
Michelle Foggie
Hon. Doris M. Gonzalez
Hon. Aurelia Greene
Hon. Wilma Guzman
Hon. Arlene H. Hahn
Esther Kelly
Capt. Holly Kenn
Sheryl Konigsberg
Beth Krause
Cristina Laramee
Hon. Sue Levy
Elix R. Madera-Fliegelman
Robyn Mar
Hon. La Tia W. Martin
Marisol Martinez-Alonso
Catherine Mercorella
Hon. Shari R. Michels
Deidra Moore
Major Ostacio Negron
Bernadette O’Rourke
Tracy Pardo
Anthony J. Perrotto
Sandra Prowley
Charlene Pulakos
Lorraine Ramsey
Hon. Gayle P. Roberts
Major Jose Rodriguez
Hon. Jeanette Rodriguez-Morick
Terri J. Roman
Julius Torres
Lorraine Venturella

851 Grand Concourse, 6M12-B
Bronx, New York 10451
HON..DOUGLAS E. McKEON
Administrative Judge
HON. JOSEPHINE M. BASTONE
Chair

THE GENDER FAIRNESS COMMITTEE

12TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

WOMEN'S HISTORY MONTH
CELEBRATION
2016

THURSDAY, APRIL 14, 2016
BRONX COUNTY BUILDING
JURY ASSEMBLY ROOM

Women of Achievement Honorees
2016

Dr. Yvette Calderon
Medical Doctor
Hon. Darcel D. Clark
District Attorney Bronx County

Dr. Yvette Calderon
Professor, Associate Dean, Emergency Medicine, Pediatrics at Albert Einstein College of
Medicine

As a Puerto Rican physician raised on New York City's Lower West Side, Dr. Calderon has
always been strongly committed to the needs of her community and to creating solutions for
the health care disparities which persist. She received her medical degree from the Albert
Einstein College of Medicine (AECOM) in 1990 and completed an Emergency Medicine
Residency at Jacobi Medical Center. She has been a full-time Emergency Medicine (EM) faculty
member for the past twenty years. Dr. Calderon is also a Professor of Emergency Medicine and
an Associate Dean for the Diversity Enhancement Office at the Albert Einstein College of
Medicine.
She has served NBHN as a clinician and leader throughout her entire career. She has provided
stellar care and teaching to both residents and medical students as recognized through her
prestigious clinical and teaching awards. She has also been the Director of Urgent Care [Fast
track for the past nine years.
In 2005, Dr. Calderon was awarded a Master's degree with distinction after completing the
Clinical Research Training Program (CRTP) at Einstein. The HIV counseling, testing, and
prevention intervention for the adult Emergency Department (Project BRIEF) was the basis
of her master's degree and demonstrated an increase in patient acceptance and linkage to
care. Project BRIEF presently exists in the North Bronx Healthcare Network (NBHN)
Emergency Departments. This multimedia-based HIV testing and counseling intervention has
tested over 100,000 ED, inpatient, dental, and pharmacy patients since its inception in 2005.
Subsequently, Dr. Calderon was awarded a K23 award from the National Institute Of Child
Health and Human Development (NICHD) to continue conducting HIV Prevention studies
engaging adolescent and young adults.
Over the past 13 years She has acquired multiple grants obtaining over 4 million dollars of
research funds. Dr. Calderon has over 70 abstracts and publications and have represented
NBHN on a national and international level. She has developed meaningful relationships with
the New York State and City Department of Health. NBHN earned the 2009 Nova Award from
the American Hospital Association for effective collaborations that improve the public health,
as well as the 2010 SafetyNet Award from the National Association of Public Hospitals as a
result of her leadership and commitment. The New York State Department of Health AIDS
Institute awarded her the Dr. Linda Laubenstein Annual HIV Clinical Excellence Award. This is
given to physicians who, provide the highest quality of clinical care for people with HIV/AIDS,
and are noted for their compassionate manner and their wholehearted involvement in the
ongoing effort to provide excellent care for persons with HIV/AIDS. This year Dr. Calderon and
her co-worker received the Academy of HIV Medicine Institute for Technology in Health Care
HIV Practice
Award
Dr. Calderon was the Associate Dean of Diversity at the Albert Einstein College of Medicine
for 5 years. She built strategic alliances and enhanced communication channels throughout
the various departments. Within a year of receiving her position she developed a strategic
plan and tracking mechanisms to assess the financial viability and effectiveness of the office's
new and old initiatives while implementing vital cultural changes. Dr. Calderon was appointed
the Chief of Emergency Services at North Central Bronx Hospital and Vice Chair in 2014.

Honorable Darcel D. Clark
District Attorney Bronx County

On January 1, 2016, Justice Darcel Denise Clark became the 13th District Attorney for
Bronx County and the first African-American woman to hold the office in New York State.
Prior to her election, Ms. Clark served as an Associate Justice for the NYS Supreme Court
Appellate Division, First Department, and as a Justice of the NYS Supreme Court, Bronx
County as well as a Judge of the Criminal Court in Bronx and New York Counties, spending
more than 16 years on the bench.
A native Bronxite who was raised in NYCHA's Soundview Houses, and is a product of the
New York City public school system, District Attorney Clark graduated from Truman High
School before receiving her Bachelor's Degree in Political Science from Boston College,
where she was the first recipient of the University's Martin Luther King, Jr., Memorial
Scholarship. D.A. Clark then attended the Howard University School of Law in Washington,
D.C., where she served as Class President for each of her three years in law school.
After earning her law degree at Howard, District Attorney Clark returned home in 1986 to
begin her legal career at the Bronx District Attorney's Office as an Assistant District Attorney.
After trying many cases as a prosecutor, including drug felonies, violent crimes and
homicides, D.A. Clark served as a Supervising ADA in the Narcotics Bureau and eventually
became the Deputy Chief of the Criminal Court Bureau. In 1999, she left the Office to accept
her first judicial post.
Having dedicated her life to public service, District Attorney Clark has devoted herself to
the Bronx, not only as a native and resident of the borough, but also as someone who has
worked to earn the public trust
District Attorney Clark also serves on the Boston College Board of Trustees and has served
in leadership positions in the National Association of Women Judges and the Black Bar
Association of Bronx County.
The District Attorney is married to a NYPD Detective, Eaton "Ray" Davis.

Exceptional

Visionary
Optimistic
Leadership
Volunteerism
Education

AWARDS
E.V.O.L.V.E. AWARDEES
2016
Chasare Allen
Harry S. Truman High School
Nina Bosuo
Harry S. Truman High School

Akosua Domfeh
Harry S. Truman High School
Jenna Johnson
Harry S. Truman High School
Sophia Stephenson
Cardinal Spellman High School

Chasare Allen
Student
Chasare Allen is currently attending Harry S. Truman High School. Chasare has been a peer
leader for the Relationship Abuse Prevention Program (RAPP) since her sophomore year. At
that time, she was the junior representative on the Student Council. Following a few RAPP
Student Council collaborate meetings, she began participating in group discussions and
attending peer leadership meetings. As a result of her interest in, and commitment to RAPP,
she was hired as Peer Educator Trainee for the 2015 Summer Program. In the course of the
summer program, Chasare participated in team building and public speaking activities, while
learning about dating abuse, gender stereotypes, and institutional racism, among other
topics. She came to work prepared and never wavered when presented with a task. She was
an integral member of the team, especially in the development of workshops and planning of
the agenda for the 2nd Annual RAPP Summer Conference.
Since completing the summer program, Chasare continues her commitment to RAPP. She has
co-facilitated classroom workshops and demonstrates strong leadership qualities within the
peer leader group. She continues to be a valuable voice in peer leadership meetings and
psycho social / educational group discussions, offering suggestion for school-wide awareness
campaigns and working collaboratively with her peers. She has demonstrated that she is very
comfortable in this work, despite knowing that sexism, misogyny, racism and homophobia are
considered taboo in our community. Chasare has maintained balance in her schedule. While
being an active RAPP Peer Leader, she carries a challenging course schedule, continues to
serve on Student Council, has been inducted into the National Honor Society and has a parttime job.

Nina Bosuo
Student
Nina Bosuo is an outstanding student at Harry S. Truman H.S. In addition, Nina volunteers to
help several teachers after school here at Truman. Nina also belongs to our Build On Club,
assisting on most Saturdays with various service activities for that group as well.
Nina was born in Ghana and immigrated to the United States with her mother and younger
brother in 2013. Nina has overcome much adversity in her young life. While living in Ghana at
an early age her father passed away. Her mother managed to save enough money to bring
Nina and her younger brother to the United States. Money is always an issue, and they rely
on their church to make ends meet. Nina is extremely active in her church — playing piano at
services, and teaching in their youth group every Sunday.
Nina is an intelligent, yet humble and extremely thoughtful young lady.

Akosua Domfeh
Student
Akosua Domfeh is an exceptional student at Harry S. Truman High School. Akosua has proven
time and again to be a responsible and mature student who possess exemplary academic skills
and leadership qualities. Since her arrival at Harry S. Truman High School, Akosua has
distinguished herself within our challenging college preparatory program. She also volunteers
to assist teachers at her school. Akosua maintains excellent grades and is an asset to our
culinary program.
In her spare time Akosua volunteers her time at a Church Summer Camp. Akosua's home life
was very different for her, Akosua was diagnosed with Steven Johnson Syndrome at a young
age. She was bullied due to her appearance through middle school and has overcome eight

surgeries. She has never let this bring her down and maintains positive outlook towards life.
Akosua lives by her mantra:

"We cannot dwell on what resources we do not have, but can only embrace and
appreciate what we do have.

Jenna Johnson
Student
Jenna Johnson is a student at Harry S. Truman HS and maintains a 94% average grade. She is an
extremely mature, intelligent and articulate young woman. She does community service at her
church. She is not afraid of a challenge and embraces hard work.
Jenna is the youngest of four siblings. Before she started high school, her mom was diagnosed
with breast cancer In April of her freshman year, her mother passed away.
Jenna is an amazingly resilient young lady, with an incredible outlook. She has been able to
maintain an outstanding GPA and has an amazing attitude. She is always smiling and cheerful.
She has strived for the best and she will be amazingly successful in life.

Sophia Stephenson
Student
Sophia Stephenson is currently a junior at Cardinal Spellman High School in the Bronx. From
day one, she has worked very hard while following a rigorous academic program. She has
maintained first honors since her freshman year. Sophia's strong academic performance has
earned her a spot in the National Honor Society.
Sophia has also been extremely generous with her time toward school activities. She has been
a dedicated member of such clubs as the Debate Team, STARS, Academic Team, Model UN,
the Yearbook Committee, the 4G Club and the Video Club. She is mature, responsible and
dependable and can always make her presence felt in a very positive and cheerful manner.
These activities have helped to foster her public speaking skills and helped increase her level
of self-confidence.
Sophia has also been very involved in her community, as well. She is active in her Church. She
helps out at the food pantry. Sophia has been extremely helpful with preparing meals for the
mission kitchen. During the summers, she is part of an outreach program for the community,
based out of her church. Sophia has a generous, kind and caring nature and that is seen
clearly in her desire to help others when needed.
In her sophomore year, Sophia lost her great uncle two days before Christmas and that had
a tremendous impact on her life and the life of her family. There were other losses, but this
was the deepest. She continued to work hard in spite of it all.
As she moves forward, Sophia wishes to pursue a career in the medical field. One day she
hopes to be a doctor. As a result, Sophia has had to work that much harder in proving herself
in a subject matter often dominated by males. I believe that she will achieve this dream and
become a wonderful doctor.

Woman of Distinction Awardees
2016

Kay Amer
First Deputy County Clerk
Florence Coen-Lahoz NYS Court Officer
Ruth Espinosa-Mejia NYS Court Officer
Maria Izaguirre Court Interpreter-Sign

Isora Pineda, Senior Court Clerk

Kay Amer
First Deputy County Clerk
Kay Amer was born and raised in the Kingsbridge section of The Bronx. She attended and
was graduated from the Barnard School for Girls; attended New York University; and
graduated Lehman College summa cum laude.
In the early seventies, Kay and Harry, her husband, became members in the local political
club. From that point on, politics played an instrumental part in their lives and took Kay "as
she describes it" on a spectacular path that provided a real and satisfying existence.
Her political journey began in 1972 when she was asked to run for Democratic Female
District Leader of THE NORTH END DEMOCRATIC CLUB. In those days, the club served as a
beacon in the community - lawyers, like her husband, were available to provide pro bono
services and elected officials were accessible to communicate with the local citizenry as
well. The North End Democratic Club made a profound difference for the senior citizen
seeking free advice.
Kay was re-elected District Leader five times and remained in this position until she
resigned in 1982 when she was given the opportunity to accept the position of
Administrative Associate at the Bronx Board of Elections. In that position, she was to assist
the Chief Clerk who was retiring in 1983. In her role as District Leader for over ten years,
Kay was quite familiar with the various procedures at the Board of Elections. In December
1984, Kay became the Chief Clerk.
As Chief Clerk, she was responsible to process voter applications and maintain voter
registration records in compliance with all laws enacted by the Legislature of the State of
New York and by the Federal Voting Rights Act. She was responsible for 58 full-time
employees as well as up to 40 temps who were hired during the summer to prepare for the
September Primary and November General Election. In addition, she processed School
Board Elections, Special Elections, and was involved with elections for private groups such
as unions and colleges. Under her watch she trained thousands of election inspectors, poll
clerks, coordinators, interpreters, and door clerks. It was her responsibility to maintain and
deliver all voting machines in Bronx County and to make sure that all polling sites were
accessible to the handicapped. One enormous challenge was to make sure that each
election district had the correct ballot and poll worker material.
In August 1997, there was an opening for the position of First Deputy County Clerk — her
role was to be in charge of the Juror's Division of Bronx County. With her family's support,
Kay found herselfon another career path. She retired as Chief Clerk of the Bronx Board of
Elections the end of July 1997 and was sworn in as First Deputy County Clerk in August
1997.
As the First Deputy County Clerk, she supervises 14 full time employees as well as extended
staff in two jury assembly rooms. Kay is responsible for supplying civil and criminal trial
courts, and grand jury panels with prospective jurors. She manages a variety of functions
including summoning and qualification of citizens for jury service, maintains juror service
records, processes jury payroll and oversees the operation of the jury assembly rooms. In all
cases, eligibility as a trial and grand juror and retention of documents must be in accordance
with the Judiciary Law of the State of New York.
In her capacity as the First Deputy, she directs and manages the Non-Compliance
Department. It is in her authority to immediately commence statutory non-compliance
procedures against individuals who default in responding to an initial summons. Kay is
relentless when it comes to seeing that the jurors are protected from unscrupulous
employers. In 2015, a juror was fired by her employer because she served as a juror on a
criminal case. The firing was a violation of the law. Kay's office contacted the Office of the
Attorney General of New York and a claim was filed against the employer. The claim was
sustained, and the juror was awarded $20,000 in damages.

Kay is adamant when she states that jurors are a basic element of our judicial system.
Courtesy and respect are commodities to which they are unconditionally entitled to and for
which no financial expenditure is required. Therefore, no excuse or justification is
acceptable for the lack of a courteous and respectful treatment to jurors. Any problems
presented by a juror no matter how seemingly trivial or unimportant, deserves a courteous
and prompt response. The diversity of jurors, who represent a cross section of the
community-at-large, mandates sensitivity to difference in culture, language, attitudes and
special needs.
In speaking to Kay about her Bio — she states how fortunate she is to have made this
journey and how incredulous it seems looking back — she can only say that "the time we
are afforded to find happiness and satisfaction cannot be wasted, and, that, whenever
possible, opportunities and dreams must be pursued and not deferred to another time."
Harry and Kay still live in the Bronx and in June will be married 57 years. Her happiest
moments in life are spending time with her daughter Elizabeth, son-in-law, two
wonderful grandchildren and the two rescue dogs — Marley and Terry.

Florence Coen-Lahoz
NYS Court Officer

Florence Coen Lahoz is a lifelong resident of Bronx County and has been a NYS Court Officer
since 2006.
She began her career in the court system here at 851 Grand Concourse and is currently
assigned to the Bronx County Hall of Justice.
Florence is an active member of FOCO, the Fraternal Order of Court Officers, and has
supported their fundraising efforts on behalf of Blythedale Children's Hospital in Westchester
County.
Florence also became a member of the Fratemal Order of Police Lodge 46 in 2006 and has
been a member of their Executive Board since 2007. Florence became very active in the FOP,
raising funds and supporting fellow officers. She is currently in her 2 nd year as President of
Lodge 46 and has set forth initiatives which support not only fellow officers but the local
community as well. Two such examples are a Thanksgiving fundraiser, the proceeds of which
provided meals for needy area families and a raffle that raised enough funds to provide 50
residents of the Pelham Parkway Nursing home with gifts for the holidays.
Florence is also the only female member of the Bronx Supreme Court Shooting Team.
Outside of work Florence has supported our veterans and servicemen by volunteering at the
USO in Manhattan. Florence was also awarded the Medal of Valor by the Supreme Court
Officers Association in 2014. Florence has always been civic minded and has always tried to be
of service to others.

C.O. Ruth Espinosa-Mejia
Court Officer
Ruth Espinosa-Mejia was blessed with an ability to see the beauty of each soul that has crossed
her path whether they were a friend, a colleague, a child or a stranger. She has found strength
in the love of those around her. Everyone who has touched her life has been an inspiration to
fight harder, love stronger, and stand taller. She has served as a mother, not only to her four
children, but also to those who found their way to her home. She welcomes them with open

arms, love, support and an unprejudiced environment where they can find themselves. She is a
helping hand to her colleagues, friends, families, and strangers whether by offering her creative
crafting services for weddings, events, and baby showers, her organizational skills, by being a
listening ear, or by simply being the reason someone smiled, even for a moment. Through Act
of Love 1, created by her youngest son to help raise money for his brothers and sisters in Africa;
and Act of Love 2, inspired by a colleague, and created to bring support and feminine essentials
to homeless women in New York, Ruth never stops thinking of others in need. In her eyes, she
can never do enough. If she's not standing in to protect a stranger from a fight, or helping an
elderly woman with her heavy laundry cart Ruth is imagining, crafting and creating with love in
mind. This Bronx bred, mother of four, confidant to many and inspiration to all has served in
ways far beyond her calling. She never hesitates to put a piece of her soul into everything she
does. To give has been the greatest gift she has received.

Maria Izaguirre
Court Interpreter – Sign

Maria Izaguirre has been a Certified Sign Language Interpreter for over thirty years. One of
seven children of Deaf parents, a Puerto Rican mother and Mexican father, sign language was
her first language.
Born and raised in the Projects of Bedford Stuyvesant, Brooklyn, Maria was exposed to a
multicultural and multilingual experience. This has given her the skills and foundation necessary
to be an effective facilitator of diverse communication modes.
Maria started her career at Bronx Supreme Court in 1999. Although assigned there, her services
also include the Criminal, Civil and Family Courts, to name a few. Maria's biggest challenges are
dispelling the myths and misunderstanding of the Deaf.
"Maria's parents were just like everyone else's parents; the only difference was hers couldn't
hear".

Maria volunteers her services at St. Raymond Church in the Bronx. Four of her siblings
are also Certified Sign Language Interpreters. Maria's brothers are professional
musicians and she loves to sing, (whether they like it or not). The Izaguirre family often
get together for musical jam sessions. This dates back to many years of rehearsing as
children.
"After all, the noise never bothered our parents!"

Isora Pineda
Senior Court Clerk
Mrs. Pineda was born in Cuba and came to United States when she was 10 years old. She
attended Borough of Manhattan Community College. She married Jose Pineda in 1977 and has
two children, Michael who has an Architecture degree and Jessika who is attending Hofstra Law
School.
She started working at Supreme Court as a Court Interpreter in September of 1990, both Criminal
and Civil Division.
In 2007 became a Senior Court Clerk and was assigned to the Honorable Wilma Guzman.
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TO:

HON. RICHARD LEE PRICE
CHAIR, GENDER FAIRNESS COMMITTEE
12TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

FROM:

JOSEPHINE M. BASTONE, ESQ.
CO-CHAIR, GENDER FAIRNESS COMMITTEE
CHAIR, WOMEN=S HISTORY MONTH PROGRAM

DATE:

APRIL 15, 2016

RE:

APRIL 14, 2016 PROGRAM

The Gender Fairness Committee of the 12th Judicial District sponsored its seventeenth annual
Women=s History Month program on Thursday, April 14, 2016. Held in the Jury Assembly
Room of the Bronx County Building, the event had over 140 people in attendance.
This year we gave the Woman of Achievement award to Dr. Yvette Calderon and to D.A.
Darcel D. Clark. In addition, the EVOLVE award was given to five promising high school
girls. Five hardworking court employees were named Women of Distinction.
The program was moderated by Gender Fairness Committee co-chair Josephine M. Bastone.
Darlene Dove-Malave gave an invocation, which was followed by the National Anthem,
sung by Sgt. Jessica Peña. Administrative Judges Douglas E. McKeon and Robert E. Torres
opened the program with welcoming remarks. Floral arrangements were presented to the
honorees. Citations and a Women=s History Month proclamation were presented. Justice
Price gave closing remarks, thanking the members of the committee and our co-sponsors, and
inviting the audience to enjoy the lunch prepared by Yankee Tavern.
The names of committee members and of our event co-sponsors are on the attached
program. Program co-chair Carol Brumley, with assistance from Elix MaderaFliegelman, did an exceptional job in preparing the biographies distributed. Elix
managed to collect sufficient monies from bar associations, unions, neighbourhood stores,
etc. to meet our expenses, as well as arranging for press coverage. Yankee Tavern kept
our food costs down. Judge Price=s Confidential Anthony Perrotto prepared the flyers and

programs, among other things. Both members and non-members of the program
committee assisted on the day of the event.
This year, due to the unavailability of the Rotunda, our usual venue, the second floor Jury
Assembly room was utilized. Thanks go to Bronx County Clerk Luis Diaz, Deputy Kay
Amer, and Terry Torres for facilitating approval of the new site, as well as to Pat Bruno
and her staff in the jury room for their assistance.
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WOMEN’S BAR ASSOCIATION’S WOMEN OF DISTINCTION EVENT HELD AT BRONX COUNTY COURT HOUSE

Women’s Bar Association Women of Distinction
Awards
By Robert Wirsing
Bronx Times

Photo gallery
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Photo by Silvio Pacifico
District attorney Darcel Clark (r) happily accepts her plaque from Joan Clark.
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→
Photo by Silvio Pacifico
Josephine Bastone (l), Esq. congratulates DA Darcel Clark; Judge Richard Lee Price, Women’s Bar
Association chairman and Dr. Calderon who received proclamations from Borough President Ruben
Diaz, Jr.

→
Photo by Silvio Pacifico
Darlene Dove-Malave (l) and Elix Fliegelman (r) present EVOLVE Award recipients (l-r) Toni
Gaskins accepting award for Jenna Johnson, Sophia Stephenson, Nina Bosuo, Akosuo Domfeh and
Chasare Allen with their award certificates.

←
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→
Photo by Silvio Pacifico
(l-r) The Women of Distinction Awards went to court officer Ruth Espinosa-Mejia, Kay Amer,
Maria Izaguirre, Isora Pineda and court officer Florence Coen-Lahoz.

→
Photo by Silvio Pacifico
Judge Price gave honorable mention to Carol Brumley-McManus (l) and Josephine Bastone, Esq.

Photo by Silvio Pacifico
Emily Sanchez (l) presents Dr. Yvette Calderon, Albert Einstein College of Medicine professor of emergency
medicine, with her award.
The Gender Fairness Committee for the 12th District in cooperation with the Bronx Women’s Bar Association
held a Thursday, April 14 Women’s History Month celebration at the Bronx County Courthouse. This year’s
exemplary honorees included District Attorney Darcel Clark; Dr. Yvette Calderon, Albert Einstein College of
Medicine professor of emergency medicine; court officer Ruth Espinosa-Mejia; Kay Amer; Maria Izaguirre;
Isora Pineda; court officer Florence Coen-Lahoz and EVOLVE Student Award recipients Jenna Johnson, Sophia
Stephenson, Nina Bosuo, Akosuo Domfeh and Chasare Allen. These women of distinction received award
certificates, plaques and proclamations in recognition of their remarkable achievements.
©2016 Community News Group

Hon. Josephine Bastone, Richard Price, Hon. Richard Lee Price

THE COLUMBIA SOCIETY, INC.
Josephine M. Bastone, President

TO:

HON. RICHARD LEE PRICE, CHAIR
GENDER FAIRNESS COMMITTEE FOR THE 12TH JUDICIAL
DISTRICT

FROM:

JOSEPHINE M. BASTONE
PRESIDENT - THE COLUMBIA SOCIETY
CO-CHAIR, GENDER FAIRNESS COMMITTEE FOR THE 12TH
JUDICIAL DISTRICT

DATE:

AUGUST 9, 2016

RE:

ONE-ON-ONE RETIREMENT CONSULTATIONS

A 3-day run of one-on-one retirement consultations, arranged for by The Columbia
Society, Inc. and the Health, Retirement, and Welfare subcommittee of the Gender
Fairness Committee for the 12th Judicial District, was held on June 15, 16, and 17,
2016 in the Bronx County Courts. Taking part in these 3 days of consultations were
employees from Bronx Supreme – Civil, Bronx Supreme – Criminal, Bronx Civil,
Bronx Surrogate, Bronx Criminal, and Bronx Family courts, and from the Bronx
County Clerk’s Office. Thirty-nine employees were seen. Two days of consultations
took place at the Bronx Supreme Court/County Building, and one day at the Hall of
Justice. No room was available for use at either the Bronx Criminal or Bronx Family
court site.
Brian Sullivan conducted the consultations; he is from the NYS Comptroller’s Office.
From the comments received from those participating, he was found to be highly
knowledgeable and informative.
We were unable to accommodate all who sought consultations. Appointments were
scheduled on an as-received basis, assuming the eligibility criteria (at least 50 years of
age and within 5 years of retirement) was met. A request has been made for
additional consultation dates in the Fall.
This is the second year such consultations have been conducted in Bronx County. I
hope to make this program available again on a yearly basis.

THE COLUMBIA SOCIETY, INC.
Presents a Program on

IDENTITY THEFT
co-sponsored by the Gender Fairness Committee’s
Domestic Violence and Women in the Courts
Sub-Committees
Please join us in a timely and informative program on Identity Theft and
the precautions we can take.

Speaker:
Ellen Kolodney, Elder Abuse Coordinator,
Bronx District Attorney’s Office
Date:
Time:
Place:

Thursday, October 20, 2016
1:00 – 2:00 p.m.
Bronx Supreme Court, 851 Grand Concourse, Room 607
(Feel free to bring your lunch)
R. S. V. P.: Josephine M. Bastone, Esq. (718) 618 – 1344

OCTOBER IS ITALIAN HERITAGE MONTH!
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JOSEPHINE M. BASTONE, CO-CHAIR
GENDER FAIRNESS COMMITTEE

DATE:

FEBRUARY 8, 2017

RE:

OCTOBER 25, 2016 PROGRAM

The Gender Fairness Committee of the 12th Judicial District sponsored its annual Domestic Violence
Workplace Education Day program, entitled ABreakup Revenge: Protecting Your Privacy@ on
Tuesday, October 25, 2016, in Assembly Room 691 of the Bronx Hall of Justice.
Opening remarks were given by Josephine M. Bastone, Supervising Referee, Mortgage Foreclosure
Conference Part. J. Eugene Oliver, Deputy Administrative Judge, Criminal Term, gave welcoming
remarks. Anthony Perrotto served as moderator. Our speakers this year were Carrie Goldberg, Esq.
and Shira Kaufman, Esq. We learned of the experiences of one of the speakers in dealing with the
aftermath of an ex-partner publishing inappropriate photos of her on the internet, and of the steps we
should take to protect ourselves. Devices were distributed that can be placed over the camera lens
of computers to prevent hackers from viewing the area in which a user is accessing her or his
computer.
In addition to those mentioned, supra, committee members Yvette Brownridge, Carol Brumley, Joan
Clodd, Darlene Dove-Malave, Michelle Foggie, J. Doris Gonzalez, and J. Shari Michels, were
instrumental in the planning and conducting of the program.
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TO:

FILES

FROM:

JOSEPHINE M. BASTONE
PRESIDENT - THE COLUMBIA SOCIETY
CO-CHAIR, GENDER FAIRNESS COMMITTEE FOR THE 12TH
JUDICIAL DISTRICT

DATE:

NOVEMBER 21, 2016

RE:

ONE-ON-ONE RETIREMENT CONSULTATIONS

A 3-day run of one-on-one retirement consultations, arranged for by The Columbia
Society, Inc. and the Health, Retirement, and Welfare subcommittee of the Gender
Fairness Committee for the 12th Judicial District, was held on November 16, 17, and
18, 2016 in the Bronx County Courts. Taking part in these 3 days of consultations
were employees from Bronx Supreme – Civil, Bronx Supreme – Criminal, Bronx
Civil, Bronx Housing, Bronx Surrogate, Bronx Criminal, and Bronx Family courts,
and from the Bronx County Clerk’s Office. Thirty-nine employees were seen. Two
days of consultations took place at the Bronx Supreme Court/County Building, and
one day at the Hall of Justice. No room was available for use at either the Bronx
Criminal or Bronx Family court site.
Brian Sullivan conducted the consultations; he is from the NYS Comptroller’s Office.
From the comments received from those participating, he was found to be highly
knowledgeable and informative.
We were unable to accommodate all who sought consultations. Appointments were
scheduled on an as-received basis, assuming the eligibility criteria (at least 50 years of
age and within 5 years of retirement) was met. A request will be made for additional
consultation dates in the Spring 2017.
This is the second year such consultations have been conducted in Bronx County. I
hope that The Columbia Society will be able to make this program available again on
a yearly basis.

THE COLUMBIA SOCIETY, INC.
Josephine M. Bastone, President

TO:

HON. RICHARD LEE PRICE, CHAIR
GENDER FAIRNESS COMMITTEE FOR THE 12TH JUDICIAL
DISTRICT

FROM:

HON. JOSEPHINE M. BASTONE
PRESIDENT - THE COLUMBIA SOCIETY
CHAIR, GENDER FAIRNESS COMMITTEE FOR THE 12TH
JUDICIAL DISTRICT

RE:

IDENTITY THEFT PROGRAM

DATE:

FEBRUARY 3, 2017

As it had been a number of years since The Columbia Society last sponsored an Identity
Theft Program, and as a number of employees had recently approached me stating their
identities had been stolen, The Columbia Society, with The Gender Fairness Committee
for the Twelfth Judicial District co-sponsoring, held such an event on Thursday,
October 20, 2016. Ellen Kolodney, Elder Abuse Coordinator from the Bronx District
Attorney’s Office, had been scheduled to speak. She was unable to attend, however,
due to illness, and ADA Kate Christobek filled in for her.
Approximately 40 people attended. Important information as to what items
should/should not be carried in your wallet, how to protect your privacy on the internet,
where to report suspected identity theft, etc. was shared. Several employees reported
on their own instances of identity theft.
An instance where an employee suspected her identity was stolen via the court’s public
wireless internet connection was looked into by the technology department. It was
determined that the employee already had a virus on her cell phone, which was activated
when the phone was brought into the building; the compromise of identity was not
triggered by anything connected with the court’s system.
Following the program, I received a number of phone calls and e-mails from individuals
who had been unable to attend the program. The Columbia Society intends to present
an updated program in the future, and would welcome the continued co-sponsorship of
The Gender Fairness Committee.
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The state Legislature has passed a bill to aid human trafficking victims, which sponsors said was
inspired by a state Supreme Court justice and the New York County Lawyers' Association.

The legislation will require the state Office of Children and Family Services to develop and distribute
posters with the number of the National Human Trafficking Resource Center's hotline and a
description of the services available to people who call, said Assemblywoman Aravella Simotas, DQueens.
According to the bill, A4967/S4732, the posters must say, "If you or someone you know is being
forced to engage in any activity and cannot leave-whether it commercial sex, housework, farm work,
or any other similar activity" they can get help by calling the national hotline.
The posters must be placed where they are likely to be seen by trafficking victims, including bus
stations, highway rest stops, airport, hospitals and adult or sexually oriented businesses.
Simotas said she developed the legislation after she was approached by Bronx Supreme
Court Justice Richard Lee Price, the chairman of NYCLA's Law-Related Education Committee and
attorney Marian Burnbaum, the secretary to the NYCLA committee.
Burnbaum said she saw a sex-trafficking hotline poster at a rest stop on Interstate 95 in Maryland
and went to Price with a picture of it. They, in turn, sought out legislative sponsors for a bill requiring
the state to develop and distribute a New York version.
State Sen. Rich Funke, R-Fairport, sponsored the bill in the Senate.
The measure passed the Senate on June 7 and the Assembly on June 8, and now awaits Gov.
Andrew Cuomo's signature.
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Gender Fairness Committee, New York County, Supreme Court, Civil Branch
Chairs: Hon. Deborah A. Kaplan and Gregory F. Testa, Esq.
Members – Valerie Qualls, Secretary, Simone Abrams, Doina Almazon, Hon. Nancy Bannon,
Hon. Arlene Bluth, Hon. Margaret Chan, Hon. Matthew Cooper, Patricia Garone, Elizabeth Gertz,
Esq., Joan Gilbert, Hon. Judith Gische, Hon. Shlomo Hagler, Steven Helfont, Esq., Yesenia
Herrera, Cecily Hernandez, Hon. Lynn Kotler, Joan Levenson, Esq., Dean Leslie, Esq., Deanna
Lucci, Esq., Hon. Eileen Rakower, Sheila Riley-Aultman, Marie Rosemy, Hon. Lori Sattler, Gloria
Smyth-Godinger, Hon. Milton Tingling, John Werner, Esq., Shadai Wilkins
Counties Served: New York
2016 Meetings
Dates of Meetings: Monthly including events
Average Attendance: 10 - 20 members comprised of judges, court attorneys, judicial and
non-judicial staff, and court officers. Our events host about 100 guests.
Do you use Videoconferencing? No
Would it be useful for members to meet via videoconference/Skype from their desktop
computer? No
Areas of success during 2016 for your committee and/or in general regarding gender bias and
gender fairness in the courts: We were happy to host many wonderful educational programs
this year which were widely attended and which inspired our audience members.
2016 Special Events
Activities for Domestic Violence Awareness Month:
On December 6, 2016, our Committee hosted a presentation by Carol Robles-Román,
President and CEO of Legal Momentum, the national legal organization that advances and
defends the rights of women and girls. Ms. Roman was formerly Deputy Mayor for Legal Affairs
and Counsel to Mayor Michael Bloomberg, and was the first woman to serve as Counsel to a
NYC Mayor, advising the Mayor and executive branch on governance and compliance, judicial
selection, anti-discrimination laws, ethics, police oversight, disability and access laws, domestic
violence, and immigration.
Ms. Roman discussed her important work in the field of domestic violence and the laws
which have changed how domestic violence cases are monitored and handled. Following the
presentation, the audience asked questions about her work and domestic violence issues.
Activities for Women’s History Month:
In recognition of Women’s History Month, we hosted a program featuring MoniCa
Singh, a motivational speaker, humanitarian, and social activist. Ms. Singh, a victim of domestic
violence, suffered an acid attack while a college student, and is now an advocate for the
prevention of gender based violence and educating others regarding international human
rights. Ms. Singh has spoken at events at the United Nations including at humanitarian awards

functions, as well as at the United Nations International Women's Day 2016 Observance. Ms.
Singh is also a founder of The Mahendra Singh Foundation, a not-for-profit organization, which
aims to assist girls and women to overcome obstacles and achieve their potential.
The Committee also presented court employee Madeline Young with the 2016 Women’s
History Month Distinguished Service Award. Madeline was honored by Chief Clerk John Werner,
Esq., who discussed her important work within the administration department of our
courthouse. A reception with refreshments followed the award presentation.
Other Special Events or Activities:
Bring Your Children to Work Day
In April, our committee hosted its annual "Bring Your Children to Work Day" program
which welcomes children of employees in our court for an educational and fun day in the
courthouse. The children were greeted to a breakfast followed by a presentation featuring
courthouse employees who discussed their work and the important role they play in the justice
system.
The children also took part in a security equipment demonstration and participated in
mock trials with Supreme Court Justices in which the children assumed the role of judges, jurors,
witnesses, and attorneys. The program concluded with a pizza lunch for the children.
Certificates and gift bags were given to the attendees.
The Holocaust Remembrance Program
On Tuesday, May 10, 2016, our committee, along with the Jewish Lawyers’ Guild, and the
New York County Clerk’s Office sponsored the 23rd annual Holocaust Remembrance Program.
This program featured presentations by the Honorable Martin Shulman, Associate Justice of the
Appellate Term, First Department, and the Honorable Peter H. Moulton, Administrative Judge,
New York County, Supreme Court, Civil Branch.
The program began with a traditional candle lighting ceremony by Holocaust survivors
and their family members to honor those that lost their lives. Judge Moulton read a brief
biography of each family which detailed their experiences during and after the Holocaust.
The keynote presenter was Mr. Elly Kleinman, a child of survivors, who is the founder and
president of the Amud Aish Memorial Museum and the Kleinman Holocaust Education Center. A
moving musical performance by the SAR High School Choir concluded the program. The
courthouse’s historic rotunda featured an exhibit on loan from the Amud Aish Memorial
Museum entitled “Faith and the Holocaust” displaying important artifacts from the Holocaust.
Caren Aronowitz Unity in Diversity Event
On June 3, 2016, the Caren Aronowitz Unity in Diversity Event was held. This event, which
is named in honor of Caren Aronowitz, a beloved court employee who passed away and who
was instrumental in organizing many courthouse events, continues to be a successful program
celebrating the diversity within our courthouses.

This event is co-sponsored each year by various bar associations and community
organizations. Food celebrating different cultures, musical performances by a band, a
performance by the New York State Court Bagpipe and Drum Corps, and a slideshow collage,
combined to make this a festive and wonderful event.
Summer Lecture Event
This summer, we continued our successful summer intern lecture event by offering law
students a view into the Statewide Office for Family Violence. The Honorable Deborah A.
Kaplan, Statewide Coordinating Judge for Family Violence Cases, discussed how the OFVC works
together with the administrative judges and judges in all of our courts who handle family
violence issues across the New York State. Judge Kaplan also discussed the important work
which her office is doing regarding elder abuse cases.
Special Event Marketing
How were your special events advertised or marketed? Email and flyer
Who and how many attended? The events are attended by judges, judicial and non-judicial
staff, attorneys, bar association members, college and law school professors, students, and
members of the community. Our events generally attract about 100 people and are open to
members of the public.
Was there any press before or after? Yes
Future Plans
What are your plans for 2017? In 2017, we look to continue to host our programs for Women's
History Month, Domestic Violence Awareness Month, Holocaust Remembrance, Bring Your
Children To Work Day, and the Caren Aronowitz Unity in Diversity program. We also will host
new and innovative programs such as a two-part event focusing on high conflict divorces and
the impact on children.
What is your projected meeting schedule for 2017? Our upcoming 2017 schedule includes
monthly meetings and special events.
Concerns
What issues regarding women and gender in the courts do you think are important in 2017?
Gender equality, trafficking, dating violence, and elder abuse.
Educational Programs and Projects
What topics would you like to see developed for Lunch & Learn Sessions from 1:00 – 2:00 in the
courthouse? We would like to see more programs on cyber bullying and dating abuse. Online
video conferencing could be utilized and members could participate if real-time programing is
made available.

Would online viewing or videoconferencing be a useful tool for this purpose? Yes
Would you or your members be more able to participate if the program was available in realtime on your desktop computer? Yes
Collaboration
Have you joined with groups outside the courts for programs or projects?
Bar Associations, Colleges, Domestic Violence Organizations, Sexual Assault Organizations, and
Law Schools
Is there anything else you would like to submit? Yes, attached.

The Gender Fairness Committee of the Supreme Court, New York County, Civil Branch,
presents

The 2016 Women’s History Month Celebration
April 14, 2016
1:00 p.m.
Supreme Court, New York County, Civil Term
60 Centre Street, Room 300, New York, New York
featuring a special presentation by

MoniCa Singh

President and Founder of

The Gender Fairness Committee will host its annual Women’s History Month Celebration on
April 14, 2016. This year, the Committee will feature a lecture by motivational speaker,
humanitarian, and social activist, MoniCa Singh. MoniCa, who herself suffered an acid attack several
years ago, is an advocate for the prevention of gender based violence and educating others regarding
international human rights. She is a founder of The Mahendra Singh Foundation, a non profit
organization, which aims to assist girls and women to overcome obstacles and achieve their potential.
She frequently lectures and has spoken at events at the United Nations. Along with her social
activism, Ms. Singh is pursing a degree at Parsons School of Design in New York City. The Committee
will also present the 2016 Women’s History Month Distinguished Service Award to court employee
Madeline Young. Madeline has worked with the New York State Unified Court System for about
twenty years and presently serves as Principal Court Analyst in the Administration Office at the
Supreme Court, Civil Term, as the Personnel/Human Resources Director.

THE GENDER FAIRNESS COMMITTEE OF NEW YORK COUNTY
SUPREME COURT, CIVIL BRANCH
PROUDLY PRESENTS

Women’s History Month 2016

APRIL 14, 2016
1:00 P.M.
SUPREME COURT, NEW YORK COUNTY
60 CENTRE STREET, ROOM 300, NEW YORK, NEW YORK

Women’s History Month 2016
WELCOME
Honorable Peter H. Moulton
Administrative Judge For Civil Matters,
First Judicial District

OPENING REMARKS AND INTRODUCTION OF THE
KEYNOTE SPEAKER
Honorable Deborah A. Kaplan
Statewide Coordinating Judge for Family Violence Cases &
Co-Chairperson of the Gender Fairness Committee,
Supreme Court, New York County, Civil Branch

KEYNOTE SPEAKER
MoniCa Singh

PRESENTATION OF
THE WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD TO MADELINE YOUNG
John F. Werner, Esq.
Chief Clerk,
Supreme Court, New York County, Civil Branch

CLOSING REMARKS
Gregory F. Testa, Esq.
Co-Chairperson of
The Gender Fairness Committee, New York County,
Supreme Court, Civil Branch

MoniCa Singh
Women’s History Month 2016 Keynote Speaker

President and Founder of

MoniCa Singh is a motivational speaker, humanitarian, and social activist. Ms. Singh
who suffered an acid attack several years ago, is an advocate for the prevention of gender based
violence and educating others regarding international human rights.
Ms. Singh frequently lectures and has most recently spoken at events at the United
Nations including at a humanitarian awards function, as well as the UN International Women’s
Day 2016 Observance.
Ms. Singh is also a founder of The Mahendra Singh Foundation, a not-for-profit
organization, which aims to assist girls and women to overcome obstacles and achieve their
potential. Her foundation works on the sustainable developmental goal of quality education and
gender equality. Ms. Singh’s dream is to provide underprivileged girls and women with skills to
work in the fashion industry, or in any other industry they seek to pursue.
Along with her social activism, Ms. Singh is a fashion design graduate of The National
Institute of Fashion Technology, New Delhi, India. She is currently a graduate student at Parsons
School of Design, which is located in New York City. Ms. Singh will be graduating from
Parsons School of Design this spring.

Madeline Young
Women’s History Month 2016 Distinguished Service Award
by John F. Werner, Esq.
In 1990 Madeline Young began her distinguished service in the Unified Court System in
the Time & Leave Department of the Office of Court Administration. In 1999, she left the Office
of Court Administration for a position in the 7th floor Administrative Office of the Supreme
Court, Civil Branch, New York County (60 Centre Street). LUCKY US!!! Madeline has risen
through the proverbial ranks, entering court service as an Administrative Clerk (6/90-7/93) and
continuing as follows: Administrative Services Clerk (7/93-11/94), Assistant Court Analyst
(11/94-2/99), Court Analyst (2/99-1/09), Senior Court Analyst (1/09-12/10), and Principal Court
Analyst (12/10-Present). Obviously, Madeline has worked her way up and very deservedly so
step by step.
In 2010, upon the retirement of Senior Management Analyst Evelyn Spence in
conjunction with the Early Retirement Incentive Program, Madeline assumed primary
responsibility for Human Resources (“HR”) Management in our large and important court.
Evelyn Spence, much admired in our court and beyond, was a recipient of the prestigious
Bernard Botein Award given each year to a select number of court employees for their
outstanding service to the court. Evelyn served as an excellent mentor and role model for
Madeline and always took great pride, and still does, in Madeline’s outstanding
accomplishments. Evelyn and Madeline were an outstanding team, indeed, and both of them had
the benefit of early experience and training working on personnel matters in the Central
Administration’s Human Resources Department. When Evelyn retired, Madeline not only
assumed Evelyn’s very significant, very important responsibilities, but also, by necessity, kept so
many of her own original responsibilities, the hiring freeze of that period limiting our ability to
replace departing staff.
Madeline’s excellent 7th floor HR team, which she leads with such skill, devotion, and
kindness, includes Linda Arnone (a prior recipient of this Distinguished Service Award), Hilary
Blair and Norma Alvarez. Madeline and her HR team work side-by-side with the other members
of our 7th floor administrative team who are not so involved in HR matters: Michelle Gonsieski
(also a past recipient of this prestigious award), Naomi Ruiz, Luis Carrero, Augustine Capote,
Sergio Colon, Ahmad Jenkins, and Doris Benoff.
Yes, recent years have been especially difficult ones throughout the Court System,
including our court, because of the 2009 fiscal crisis, the effects of which having lingered so.
Madeline and her fine HR team made it possible for us to navigate the shoals of the 2010 Early
Retirement Program and the 2011 Workforce Reduction Program, both benchmark events in the
recent history of our court.
Madeline’s current responsibilities are many and varied and they include, but are not
limited to:
1. Preparation of our court’s annual Personal Service Budget Request, including
updating the organizational chart for our Court.
2. Preparation of the annual Human Resources Assignment Report.
3. Canvassing and arranging for job postings.

4. Participating in the interview & selection process.
5. Assisting the Chief Clerk with all manner of personnel issues.
6. Helping with Kronos, FMLA designations, AWS, leaves, etc.
7. Making available all relevant forms for Court Clerks and Court Officers who
are retiring or resigning, such as UF-175 Retirement ID Card Form, UF-190 Letter
of Good Standing – non-uniformed, UF-193f Peace Officer Checklist, UF-188
Shield Transmittal Form, etc.
8. Notifying employees who are entitled to a legal series promotion and have them
complete the necessary paperwork; tracking the terms of Assistant Law Clerks
and Commercial Law Clerks.
9. Updating NY Supreme Civil payroll cards.
10. Running the Budget Overtime Report every two weeks and updating the
available budget chart for Public Safety and Supreme Civil.
11. Completion of additional projects as required and assigned by the
Administrative Judge and the Chief Clerk.
Madeline works very closely with the Office of the Deputy Chief Administrative Judge of
Courts within New York City (Maria Logus, Chief of Staff), the Central Administration’s Human
Resources/Labor Relations Department (Lauren DeSole, Director of Human Resources, and
Brenda Baptiste, Chief Management Analyst) and the Office of Budget and Finance in Albany
(Maureen McAlary, Budget Director and Les Soper, Senior Budget Analyst); those offices are
very familiar with Madeline’s great expertise in the very challenging, critically important field of
human resources; the very high quality of her work; and her dedication to the court over these
many years.
Madeline is devoted entirely to her loving husband, Robert, and to her much loved
children, Gabriella and Nicholas. Madeline’s integrity and honesty are palpable; her very sincere
concern for all others is manifest; her commitment to the teachings of her Church is abiding.
It is often said that there are few higher honors than to be honored by one’s peers and colleagues.
The Gender Fairness Committee of the Supreme Court Civil Branch, New York County and the
New York County Clerk’s Office and all our Justices and staff take great pleasure in honoring
Madeline today and we extend our heartfelt thanks to her for her dedication and devotion to our
court; we congratulate Madeline and her entire family on this very happy occasion.
CONGRATULATIONS MADELINE; WELL DONE!!!!
SPECIAL THANKS TO:
Specia
Hon. Peter H. Moulton, Administrative Judge
Committee chairpersons: Hon. Deborah A. Kaplan, Gregory F. Testa, Esq.
Committee members: Simone Abrams, Doina Almazon, Hon. Nancy Bannon,
Hon. Arlene Bluth, Hon. Margaret Chan, Hon. Matthew Cooper, Michelle Furey, PJ Garone,
Elizabeth Gertz, Esq., Joan Gilbert, Hon. Judith Gische, Hon. Shlomo Hagler, Steven Helfont,
Esq., Yesenia Herrera, Officer Cecily Hernandez, Hon. Lynn Kotler, Joan Levenson, Esq., Dean
Leslie, Esq., Deanna Lucci, Esq., Valerie Qualls, Hon. Eileen Rackower, Sheila Riley-Aultman,
Marie Rosemy, Hon. Lori Sattler, Hon. O. Peter Sherwood, Hon. Milton Tingling, Edna Vera,
John Werner, Esq., Officer Shadai Wilkins. Thank you to Luis Carrero, Ray Denton, Michelle
Gonsieski, Naomi Ruiz, and Loren Schwartz.

Just Us
A publication from Supreme Court Civil Branch, First J.D.
New York County and New York County Clerk’s Office

Remembrance Issue No. 5, May 2016
Commemorating the 23rd Annual Holocaust Remembrance
Program

Introduction
by Hon. Martin Shulman

On Tuesday, May 10, 2016 [2nd of lyyar 5776], the Jewish Lawyers’ Guild, Supreme
Court, Civil Branch, New York County (Gender Fairness Committee) and the New York County
Clerk’s Office sponsored our 23rd annual Holocaust Remembrance Program.
In my introductory remarks, I recounted the poignant words of United States Supreme Court
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, spoken at a similar program held at the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum shortly after Passover quite a few years ago--words that are so relevant for our time:
The Passover story we re-tell is replete with miracles. But unlike our ancestors in their
Exodus from Egypt, our way is unlikely to be advanced by miraculous occurrences. In
striving to drain dry the waters of prejudice and oppression, we must rely on measures of
our own creation—upon the wisdom of our laws and the decency of our institutions, upon
our reasoning minds and our feeling hearts. And as a constant spark to carry on, upon
our vivid memories of the evils we wish to banish from our world. In our long struggle for
a more just world, our memories are among our most powerful resources.
May the memory of those who perished remain vibrant to all who dwell in this fair land,
people of every color and creed. May that memory strengthen our resolve to aid those at
home and abroad who suffer from injustice born of ignorance and intolerance, to combat

Program Co-chairs: Hon. Martin Shulman and Hon. Deborah Kaplan
Remembrance Issue Editor: Loren Schwartz
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crimes that stem from racism and prejudice, and to remain ever engaged in the quest for
democracy and respect for the human dignity of all the world’s people.

This special edition of “Just Us” is the fifth such newsletter in which we publish the stories of
survivors told in conjunction with the Candle Lighting Ceremony. Like last year’s stories, this year’s
were movingly read by Administrative Judge Peter Moulton. As powerful as any such a presentation
may be, the nature of the spoken word is such that it is easily “lost in the wind,” and it is for this reason
we publish these special editions of “Just Us.” Each of the more than six million Jews lost in the Holocaust had a story to tell, but tragically so many of those stories are lost to us, which is, of course, all the
more reason it is vital we preserve the memories that remain. And, as we lose the survivors themselves
to the vicissitudes of aging, we turn naturally to the second and third generations who speak for them as
we all need to speak for them. So, this special edition presents the stories of another group of courageous individuals who survived the Holocaust, and it also highlights the remarks of this year’s Keynote
Speaker, Mr. Elly Kleinman, a child of survivors, who is the founder and president of the Amud Aish
Memorial Museum and the Kleinman Holocaust Education Center, established to document the history
of the Holocaust with a purpose of perpetuating the legacy of those who adhered to their Jewish faith and
practice during and after the Holocaust.
This year’s Rotunda Exhibit, on loan from the Aish Amud Memorial Museum, was entitled
“Faith and the Holocaust.” With artifacts and displays focused on questions of faith and related rabbinic
rulings in the ghettos and in the death camps, it allowed the viewing public to obtain “insights into history and pride in the Jewish response to adversity.” (Ami Magazine, May 18, 2016, p 79).

Rabbi Yeshayahu Greenfield and son Adir Greenfield
with display related to their family.
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Candle Lighter: Suzanne Jacobson in honor of her husband Bernard
Jacobson and Family
Bernard Jacobson was
born in Hamburg, Germany. His
paternal grandfather and great
grandfather were well known Rabbis who served in Hungary, Poland, the Czech Lands and Germany. His paternal uncles were professors and professionals and part
of the very fabric of German intellectual society. The women were

Bernard Jacobson in school in Hamburg

well educated but upon marriage did not work outside the home. Bernard’s father, a decorated WWI
soldier who fought for Germany, was interned as a prisoner of war in France. He returned home after
the war to find university was no longer an option and became a wholesale purveyor of hides, fur and
animal fibers, traveling throughout Europe in search of these goods. Bernard and his siblings and
cousins attended the local Jewish school, the Talmud Torah Reale Schula.
In 1933 the world changed for the Jacobson family. Many members emigrated to Palestine,
having been forced out of their professions. Letters were exchanged inquiring about daily life, jobs,
the boycott of Jewish businesses, and how much capital was needed to start anew. My husband, a
child at the time, remembered only rowdy demonstrations.
In 1937 the family moved to Antwerp, Belgium. Bernard and his brother were enrolled in a
Flemish school where he became the star Flemish speaker. Life continued until May 1940 when Germany invaded Belgium. Bernard’s father was arrested and imprisoned in San Ciprian, a town on the
French-Spanish border. Bernard’s mother and the children, including Bernard’s younger brother born
in Belgium, moved to a hotel in De Panne, on the North Sea, with their maternal family, while my
mother-in-law negotiated her husband’s release. During this period the family kept moving ahead of
3
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the troops to other cities on the Sea, including Dunkirk.
When Bernard’s father was released, the family returned to Antwerp and life resumed until
1942 when the Germans occupied Antwerp. Shortly after, they were forced to Brussels, learning the
Germans used Antwerp’s port as a staging ground for an unsuccessful attack on Great Britain. Once
again life continued, Bernard’s father traveling by train to his work in Antwerp and the children attending an integrated French school where they were treated well. In summer of 1942, Bernard’s
father was arrested while on his way to work and was never seen again. Years later we learned from
a book published by the Belgian government that he had been killed at Auschwitz.
Bernard’s mother found a hiding place for the family in a garage behind someone’s home
where they remained for almost a year. They returned to their apartment, so as to not compromise
these unknown courageous people, after my mother-in-law obtained papers from the Swiss, who
represented the British, claiming the family was British. My mother-in-law, a British subject because of her father’s birth in London, had only assumed German nationality upon her marriage.
These papers saved my husband and his family when shortly after, they were turned in by the notorious “Jew Jacques,” incarcerated in a Gestapo cellar, and then in May 1943 transferred to Mechelen
(Malines) Concentration Camp where they remained for about nine months. Many detainees were
sent to death camps but Jews from Allied Countries were untouched. Manfred, Bernard’s younger
brother, became quite ill and was sent to a local convent to be cared for by the sisters who also
smuggled out Bernard’s mother’s letters when she visited. My husband and his older siblings spent
their days cleaning the transport cattle cars and when possible hid tools underneath the straw used to
line the cars. They had heard stories and were young and defiant. More importantly, they were never
caught.
In February of 1944, they were transported by train and truck to Vittel, a French resort town
used as an internment camp for American and British prisoners of war. The camp was run by the
German military and guarded by Senegalese prisoners. Internees were housed in hotels and Bernard
and the family received British Red Cross packages containing cigarettes, a major currency exchanged for fresh fruit and vegetables and on occasion, meat sold by the townspeople.
The French Free Forces liberated the camp on October 23, 1944, sending the Germans running
4
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The school in Hamburg in the 1980’s, when it was part of the
University of Hamburg. Today, it is again a Jewish school.
away boots in hand. Shortly after the Americans took over, and the family was sent on vacation where
they were fed sumptuous meals. From there they were sent to Paris and then to Belgium, their adopted
country. Bernard was 17 at the time and had had no formal education since grade school. He and his siblings were assigned work in the British PX where he remained until 1946 when he secretly made Aliyah
in a rather unusual manner. His Zionist group secured identity papers of British Jewish soldiers, and he
traveled from Brussels to an Italian port, sailed to Alexandria, and traveled by land to Palestine, eventually
showing up at an uncle’s door in Petach Tikvah. During his years in Israel, 1946 - 1955, a second chapter
of his life, he helped found a Kibbutz, Mismar HaNegev, fought in the Palmach Division which freed Jerusalem, and worked on the Zim Cruise Ship Line.
Life began anew when he emigrated to the United States in 1955 to join his nuclear family until
his passing in 1997. He earned a masters degree with honors, married, worked and established a family.
His brothers, who shared the same unusual life experiences, understood, and were his best friends.
His oral testimony is preserved at the University of Southern California Shoah Foundation Institute and
his family history at the Leo Baeck Institute: The Jacob Jacobson Collection: The Hirsch and Jacobson Family
Papers, 1776-1988. In closing, the Jacobson family lives on with our daughters and their families in California,
the remainder of the family throughout the US, and our extended family throughout the world.
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A book published by the Belgian government shows the deportation of Bernard
Jacobson’s father from Malines concentration camp to Aushwitz, where he was
murdered.

SAR High-School Choir captured some of the ceremony’s emotion with their
songs “Vi Ahin Ich Geyn” (“Tell Me Where Can I Go?”) and “Rochel
M’Vokoh” (“Rachel Weeps for her Children”).
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Candle Lighter - Sami Steigman

I spoke about my life for the first
time on March 11th, 2008, to a class of
sixth graders. When I received a letter
from one of the students that ended with
the line: “Sami, your story was overwhelming and I promise I’ll pass your story on to my children,” it changed everything.
Since that moment, I have made it
my life’s mission to reach as many young

Sami Steigman

people as I can.
I am a victim, not only of the Holocaust, but after the war, I knew anti-Semitism and persecution in Romania. I have also known betrayal. I am a survivor, not only of the Holocaust but of
many, many life challenges. At age 57, I became homeless and lost everything. To this day, I am not
allowed to see or be in contact with my grandchildren. These things are very painful to me. Staying
positive in the face of adversity is a CHOICE, even amidst the most devastating experiences.
I was born in Czernowitz, Bukovina on Dec 21, 1939. At that time it belonged to Romania.
Later, it became part of the former Soviet Union and today it is in Ukraine. I grew up in Transylvania
in a small town called Reghin. I did not know the language. I was in Ukraine with my parents in Mogilev-Podolsky, a labor camp in an area called Transnistria, from 1941 till 1944. Interestingly
enough, we were deported by the Romanians and NOT by the Germans. Life was very difficult in the
camp. We were starving and the Russian winter is bitterly cold. For a loaf of bread, my father gave
away his winter coat. And, there came a point when I was dying of starvation and my life was saved
by a German woman who lived on a farm nearby. The woman brought food to the SS and Ukrainian
guards. When she saw me dying of starvation (there were physical signs: a big head, swollen stom7
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ach and swollen feet) she decided to give me milk, at the risk of her entire family's lives. When I got a
little color, she would pinch me (in Yiddish, we call it a knip), and say: "Those are my rosy cheeks!" I
never knew her name, so I was very happy to see at the Garden of the Righteous Among the Nations at
Yad Va'Shem a stone marker and a tree honoring the unknown ones.
Being too young to work, I was subjected to medical experimentation at the camp. Fortunately

Sami and Betty, Sami’s little sister, and their
parents Nathan and Reghina.

for me, I have no recollection of those years. However, I feel to this day, every single day, the effects.
The camp was liberated by the Red Army, and in 1961 my family went to Israel. I served in the
Israeli Air Force, though not as a pilot. I came by myself to the US in 1968 without knowing the language and without money. I lived in Milwaukee, where I got married and got divorced, and in 1983 I
returned to Israel. But in 1988, I decided to come back to the US and New York is my final home.
Through the conference claims I sought compensation for what I endured during the Holocaust.
The application, dated February 8, 2002, asked “Were you subjected to medical experiments by the Nazi
Regime?” I answered YES and provided the following “proof”:
8
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“My parents told me that I was subjected to Nazi medical experimentation but did not go into
specifics (too painful to remember). All I know is that I suffered all my life from neck, head and back
problems. The severity was so great that I had days and weeks that I could not sit, lay down or walk
(not all at the same time). My headaches were so severe that I was crying in pain. My parents and the
other witnesses are all gone, therefore, I hope that this information will suffice.”
Obviously, I had no proof and was not expecting an answer. To my surprise I got one on
Jan 26, 2004. To my shock, I got paid based on their records. It was not a substantial sum, so, financially, it did not make a big difference in my life. But there are two paragraphs that are invaluable to
me:

“Based on the information and evidence you provided, your eligibility has been established
as a victim of medical experiments. Fully aware that no amount of money can compensate
you for the severe injustices that you suffered, we do hope that you will regard this payment as

Reghin, Romania, 1947. Sami is lower left with other Jewish children and
young people, some of them passing through the town on their way to Palestine.
9
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a symbolic acknowledgement of those injustices".

I wish to honor my beloved parents - my father Nathan and my mother Reghina and 35 paternal family members murdered by the Nazis. I also want to acknowledge my uncle Max, who was a refugee in Shanghai. Thanks to China, the only country that took in Jews, 25,000 were saved. Although I don't know about
them, I also want to honor the maternal family members and all the other victims who perished in the Holocaust.
In sum, my life is dedicated to reaching as many young people as I can. I encourage them to promote
tolerance, and to make the world a better place for themselves, their children and grandchildren. My advice to
the young people is to NEVER GIVE UP. NEVER LOSE HOPE, and enjoy the life you’ve been given. Never be a perpetrator of any crime or of any harm to another.
But most importantly, NEVER, EVER BE A BY-STANDER. The greatest tragedies in human history, the Holocaust and all other genocides, happened because the world stood by and did nothing. As a bystander, you are part of the problem. I want you to be part of the solution.

Candle Lighter: Rudy Rosenberg
Rudy Rosenberg was born in Belgium in 1930. His family watched the growth of Hitler and his Nazi anti
-Semitic policies with increased concern, hoping that Belgium’s neutrality would be respected by Germany. But
in May 1940, Hitler invaded Belgium, Holland and France. Rudy Rosenberg watched and remembered the antiJewish vitriol that seeped into occupied Europe, even into previously benign Belgium.
In 1942, Rudy and his sister Ruth and countless Jewish students were forbidden to continue their schooling. The family was left with limited options - either try to flee to unoccupied Switzerland or hide in convents or
Christian camps or private homes. If they remained in Belgium they knew it would only be a matter of time before German troops arrested and deported them to concentration camps.
In June 1942, the Rosenberg family purchased fake identity papers so they could flee to Switzerland. Unfortunately, they soon learned that this escape route was both dangerous and impractical. Rudy’s parents found a
10
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Rudy Rosenberg with Doina Almazon and Justice Peter Moulton
safe hiding place in a hotel in Ardennes for Ruth and Rudy. For a fee, Rudy’s mother, Frieda, and his father, Hillel,
each hid in private homes in suburbs of Brussels. For safety reasons, Ruth and Rudy left the hotel and joined their
father in his hiding place.
Six months later, in March 1943, Rudy went to hide with Frieda in her basement space and there they remained for 17 months. They were liberated on September 3, 1944. In total, the family spent 27 months - 823 days in hiding.
Eventually Rudy left Europe and came to the United States where he joined the US Army during the Korean conflict. Freida and Ruth joined Rudy three years later.
In 1991, Rudy wrote and published “And Somehow We Survive,” an account of the struggle of his family
to survive. In 2013, he published his memoirs., “Unorthodox Life,” which is truly compelling reading.

Candle Lighter: Sol Rosenkranz, accompanied by his son, Joel Rosenkranz

Sol Rosenkranz is a quiet man. Until he started volunteering at the Wiesenthal Center in Los Angeles in the 1970s, he rarely talked about his wartime experiences with anyone outside his family.
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Sol is also modest. Only in recent
years did he tell how he arranged for the
escape of six of his family members - including his mother -the night before the
liquidation of the Krosniewice ghetto in
1942; this action prolonged their lives, if
only for six months.
Sol is a dedicated person. He has
provided Holocaust education to thousands of students and others in his 20
years as a docent and visiting speaker
with the Museum of Jewish Heritage in
New York City. And finally, Sol is a fortunate man, having reached the impressive age of 98 without debilitating infirSol Rosenkranz

mities, and with a clear mind and an ongoing eagerness for life.

Sol was born in Grabow, Poland, February 16, 1918, and two years later moved with his
family to the nearby and larger town of Krosniewice, where his family had a hide-tanning business.
Of nine members of his immediate family, only two survived, Sol and his older brother Henry. From
1942 until 1945 Sol survived six labor camps: Kara then Czestochowa in Poland, Buchenwald then
Reinsdorf in Germany, Litmorice in Czechoslovakia, and finally Theresienstadt, where he was liberated by the Russians on May 8, 1945.
Sol was introduced to fellow survivor Sala Kuperwasser in the Bergen Belsen displaced person camp shortly after the war and they married just before sailing to New York. He soon apprenticed in the garment district, learning how to cut and sew garments, and in a few years opened a slipcover business in Brooklyn, where he and (now named) Sally settled with newborn son Joel
(b.1947). Mel followed in 1950 and Rita in 1956.
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In 1968, with his brother-in-law Felix, also a survivor, Sol started Bel Air Fashion, a manufacturer
of ladies garments that employed dozens of cutters, first at 141 West 28th Street in the garment district and
then at 327 West 37th Street. When competition from manufacturers in Eastern Europe using non-unionized
labor - including Poland - made working conditions too difficult, Sol closed the business a few years later.
Sally had health issues and required a temperate climate, and they re-located to Los Angeles in 1974, where
they remained until Sally's death in 1996. Sol immediately returned to New York, found an apartment on the
Upper West Side, and began actively volunteering at the Museum of Jewish Heritage, continuing to do so,
on occasion, even today. His daughter, Rita, and grandson Daniel, age 11, live steps away from him - literally across the hall; and son Joel resides across the Park on the East Side.
Sol received a typically thorough Jewish education in Cheder in Krosniewice and the fluid ease with
which he chants prayers, with a distinctly Eastern European lilt, is music to the ears to his fellow worshippers at Ohav Shalom on the Upper West Side. Mostly Yeshiva- trained and sometimes half or one-third
Sol's age, they love him dearly, admire his self-effacing style, and see him as a link to their collective past.

Candle Lighter: Cynthia Weissman in honor of Regina and Hersch Weissman
Note: Cynthia Weissman’s mother, Regina, is still alive. Her father, Hersch, is not.
Today, I light a candle to honor my mother and father, survivors of the Shoah, the few relatives
who managed to survive but have since passed away, and my grandparents and numerous relatives who
tragically perished in the Holocaust.
My mother, Regina, was born in the summer of 1936 in the small village of Dembitza, not far
from Cracow, to Celia and Pinchas Ruck. She was the older of two surviving daughters born during the
onset of the Nazi occupation of Poland. Though times were difficult, she grew up in a loving household
with adoring parents and grandparents nearby.
By 1940, the Jews of the village were taken to a ghetto. Most men, including Pinchas, were taken to
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a labor camp. When he tried to escape to return to his wife, he was shot and killed. Celia
and her two daughters, ages five and two, escaped to the countryside, which Celia knew
well, and hid in the woods. Because survival
was so difficult, especially for small children,
my grandmother placed the two girls in nonJewish homes. The baby, Gilda, was informally adopted by a family, who refused to
surrender her at the end of the war. My mother was shuttled among several homes. She

Regina and Hersch Weissman’s
engagement photo

was fortunate to look “Aryan”, with thick red
hair in pigtails. On one occasion when Nazis
raided a home she hid under a mattress as the

Nazis knifed it. Miraculously she survived. There were other close calls, too many to detail.
My grandmother, a shrewd and resourceful woman, survived by concealing her Jewish identity
and working in a variety of positions, including as a cook in a Gestapo headquarters. As the story goes,
she even prepared gefilte fish, as many know a traditional favorite among Jewish foods.
In 1945, the three were reunited, but though family resided in the United States, they were not
allowed to emigrate there because of a quota. The plan was to travel to France and then Cuba, but upon
arrival in Paris they were told the Cuban quota had been filled, stranding them in Paris for three years.
The children were enrolled in an ORT school and orphanage for Jewish children while my grandmother
learned the trade of sewing machine operator.
Finally, in 1951, they left Europe for the shores of America on the SS Liberte with tickets paid for by
HIAS and the Joint Distribution Committee. They arrived in New York City on May 10, 1951, exactly 65
years ago to this very day. My mother continues to share her feelings of disbelief and joy at passing the Statue
of Liberty as she entered New York Harbor, as well as her enduring love for the United States, which offered
her so much.
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My father, Hersch Weissman, was born in 1926, the fourth of nine children born to Moshe Aharon
and Leah in the small village of Kuropatniki, Ukraine. Although the family encountered anti-Semitism in
various forms in the early 20th century, it was not until the Nazis invaded that the true horrors began. In
1943, the Nazis ordered villagers, including my father, to be presented for transport to a concentration camp
or the closest labor camp, Tarnopol. My father escaped, along with two sisters and one brother, while his
parents, Moshe Aharon and Leah, and their other young children, Mechel, Israel, Sara, Chaya Devora, and
Mendel Libush were taken to a concentration camp and murdered. The one brother, Eli Simcha, who had
escaped, was later lured out of his hiding place by the promise of bread, and shot by the Gestapo.
Remaining Jews were forcibly relocated to the Rohatyn Ghetto for a short time. My father was forced
into hard labor, stone quarrying, at multiple labor camps. At one camp, he encountered a truly evil commandant who took joy in torturing Jews and sorting them by appearance: left - liquidation; right - hard labor or
some other cruelty. In July 1943, Jews tried to escape, but were shot by Ukrainians and Germans. Those remaining were forced to dig a mass grave and line up to be shot. The skies miraculously opened as my father
was shot in the face and fell into the grave. The rain caused the Nazis to disperse, enabling my father to jump
from the grave and manage another escape. He later hid in filthy bales of hay covered in animal waste to prevent “Nazi” dogs from finding him.
My father was lucky enough to reunite with his two sisters, and they lived the remainder of the war in
the forest. My father built bunkers, stole food and hid until the Russian army arrived. The three made their
way to a DP camp in Germany where they lived for four years, then immigrated to the US and settled in
Brooklyn in 1951. My father put himself through school and learned his trade of manufacturing restaurant
equipment. He married my mother in 1954.
My father constantly read the immigrant newspapers searching for information on missing family. He
saw a notice seeking witnesses to return to Europe for the Nazi trials. My father returned to Germany, leaving
his young wife, to testify. During a proceeding, my father noticed another man sitting in the back of the court.
My father recognized him immediately as a “real butcher”, who had joyously murdered so many. My father
notified the authorities, and returned again to Germany in 1957 to help convict “Toumanek,” who received 15
years in prison.
Upon his return to the US, he and my mother raised three children, Paul, Mark, and me, hoping
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Regina & her granddaughters
to ensure family and Jewish continuity. They provided financial assistance to those less fortunate, who
were having an even more difficult time adjusting to life in the United States. He and my mother eventually moved to Fair Lawn, New Jersey where they founded the first Orthodox Congregation in Fair
Lawn.
We lost my father in an accident in 1975 while only in his 40’s, but my mother raised the children to be successful, community-oriented individuals, one a doctor, one a financial professional, and
one an attorney. She remarried in 1980, and in this way, “gained” a few more children. Though facing
some health issues now, she still enjoys spending time with her children and grandchildren. The family
is blessed to have these remarkable and resilient individuals as our parents and grandparents.

Candle Lighter: Charles G. Moerdler in honor of Hermann Moerdler and
Erna Anna Brandwein Moerdler
My father, Hermann Moerdler, was a leader of the Social Democrats in Saxony, Germany.
Together with his colleagues, including the late Willy Brandt, beginning in the early 1930’s, they
were among the first to publicly protest the rise of Nazism. My father learned in early 1934 that his
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persistent vocal opposition had made him a marked man. Together with my mother, the former Erna
Anna Brandwein, we moved to Paris, where I was born. Foolishly, they listened to the entreaties of
my father’s parents that all would be well if we came back in 1935. We returned to a Germany that
was already Hitler’s willing captive. Again, my father could not stand mute, a trait I seem to have
inherited; he spoke his mind, loud and clear. The protests that ensued became increasingly ugly and
the demonstrations ever more prone to confrontation. In late 1937 and early 1938, with the incessant
rise of Nazi savagery and its public display without protest from the German populace, it became
clear that personal danger was imminent. A Gestapo woman’s violent anti-Semitic assault had injured my eyes. We began to run; first to the Sudentenland, then to Prague, and then in a mad dash
across the European continent, usually one step ahead of the emissaries of barbarity.
Meanwhile, on October 28 and 29, 1938, Hitler’s minions swept through Saxony and much
of eastern Germany rounding up tens of thousands of German Jews who it was supposed were of
Polish heritage, including my maternal grandparents, uncles, aunts and cousins. Hitler believed that
Poland had insulted Germany by demanding that German residents in Poland obtain permits. In response, he deported, at bayonet point, tens of thousands of German Jews across a hostile PolishGerman border to a tiny Polish village called Zbaszyn. Without documents, this mass of people,
young and old, drifted with no funds and few possibilities slowly across Poland, seeking refuge and
escape.
America and most of the world stood mute in the face of this terror, savagery and man’s inhumanity to man. The tribulations of my family and thousands like them were too horrific ever to
fully appreciate unless you were one of them. One aspect of their plight - abandonment, terror and
desperation - is aptly summarized in a recently discovered postcard that is now on display in the Jewish Museum in Berlin. Written in November 1938 by one of my uncles to a relative in Palestine, it
noted how Polish Jews had helped his little family escape from Zbaszyn to Cracow, that his wife and
child had been separated, that they were penniless and in need of funds and desperate to escape. They
did not escape. My elderly grandparents did not survive. In time, following the September 1939 invasion of Poland by Germany, all of my deported family members were arrested and sent to one or another of the death camps.
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As for my father’s family, most
-including my paternal grandparents,
aunts, uncles and cousins -- were unable to leave Germany in time. They
perished at Treblinka, Auschwitz and
like crucibles of death. Two young
cousins who had succeeded in hiding
from pursuers managed to flee to Palestine.
One member of the Wiesenthal
branch of my mother’s family survived

Charles Moerdler

Mathausen to later go on to exact a

measure of justice, while two other members of my mother’s family survived the camps and the subsequent Displaced Person Camps to emigrate to America.
My mother and I were fortunate. Because I was born in Paris, I held a French passport. That
somehow enabled my mother to obtain from Adolf Eichman’s Einsatzgruppe a Durschlasschein -literally, a Free Passage Document. As you may remember from the movie Casablanca, that was the
precious exit visa through German lines. It allowed my mother and me, but not my father, to cross
through German lines, but not without incident. For example, as we crossed the Polish-German border, the Polish troops shot at us and the Germans returned fire, with us caught in the middle. My
eyes, which had earlier been injured in Chemnitz by the Gestapo woman, became completely
crossed in fright, a condition that later required several operations and has since required me to wear
glasses. My mother’s earlobe was hit. There were more incidents, but others suffered even more,
with even greater permanent injury, or death, as they sought to escape.
Through my mother’s enormous courage and sacrifice-carrying, schlepping and encouraging
a frightened four-year-old --we finally made our way to Gdansk or Danzig and in 1939 to a Swedish
ship that ultimately took us to England. There the terrors of war were reduced to ducking incendiary
bombs and V-1 and V-2 rockets in London. England was, however, a most caring and hospitable ref18
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uge. In late 1946, on yet another Swedish ship, my mother and I came to America to start a new life. My
father did not make it. He somehow made it to Riga, Latvia, before the Nazis caught up with him. He
disappeared, apparently having met the same fate as his parents, siblings and their children -- the death
camps.
This is a very truncated story of the experiences of a Holocaust childhood that is a permanent
scar. It is recounted both to honor my mother, my father and my family, but also to underscore the teaching: NEVER FORGET. To quote Pastor Martin Niemoller:
First they came for the Socialists, and I did not speak out—
Because I was not a Socialist.
Then they came for the Trade Unionists, and I did not speak out—
Because I was not a Trade Unionist.
Then they came for the Jews, and I did not speak out—
Because I was not a Jew.
Then they came for me—and there was no one left to speak for me.
Let me, however, end on a positive note. My mother was fond of saying, following the birth of
my sons and daughter, that they were the best, last laugh on Hitler. He had vowed to annihilate us. My
children are proof that he failed, as had so many of his predecessors in butchery. Today, from one surviving bearer of the name Moerdler, there are 20, and another is on the way.

Hon. Martin Shulman speaks at the Ceremony.
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Candle Lighter: Julie Hauptman Cohen in honor of Eva Loose Hauptman and
Kurt Hauptman
Note: Julie Hauptman Cohen’s mother, Eva, is still alive; her father, Kurt, is not.
The recounting of first-hand personal accounts takes on even deeper meaning as the survivors age and the torch continues to get passed to the second and third generation and to all of us who
share a common humanity. Zachor, we must remember. We publish a seventh story of survival read
to the assembled during the Holocaust Remembrance Program as told by Julia Cohen, a member of
the third generation-- daughter and granddaughter of survivors--and Court Attorney to New York
Supreme Court Justice Shlomo Hagler.
Hon. Martin Shulman

Julia (Julie) Hauptman Cohen is the daughter of Eve Loose Hauptman and the late Kurt
Hauptman. Both of her parents are only children. Her mother’s parents were Lisl Midas Loose and
Franz Loose who lived in Furth, Germany where Eve was born. Franz was an ophthalmologist who
was originally from Karlruhe, Germany. At some point in the mid 1930s, Lisl, Franz and Eve (who
was approximately two years old at the time) went on holiday to the Black Forest. After Franz returned to Furth to work, Eve suddenly developed whooping cough and had to be quarantined. Lisl
met a British gentleman who was a well know movie producer, named Sid Lewis. They became
friendly and he implored Lisl that her family had to flee Germany as soon as possible.
Upon their return to Furth, Lisl and Sid Lewis convinced Franz that he, Lisl and Eve needed
to leave Germany promptly. Sid would help them emigrate. Lisl was hesitant to leave her parents
and Franz to leave his widowed mother. Sid told them that they could subsequently arrange for their
parents’ passage. Sid helped with the arrangements and Lisl, Franz and Eve left with very few belongings and no funds.
They stopped overnight in Holland and then traveled to London. There, Franz secured a job
in a hospital and Eve started the equivalent of kindergarten. They lived in London for about one-and
-a-half years until they were able to obtain permission to enter America. A distant relative of Lisl’s
was related to the New York Times Sulzbergers. They became the Loose family’s sponsors, which
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involved the Sulzbergers promising to be financially responsible for them. With the paper work in
order, Lisl, Franz and Eve took a ship to New York. Subsequently, Lisl’s parents were able to make it
to the United States, but tragically Franz’s mother, Julia, died at Theresienstadt.
Lisl, Franz and Eve moved into a one-bedroom apartment on the West Side of Manhattan.
Franz had to learn both English and medicine. He supported the family as best he could by working in
the Library at Columbia University, and Lisl took odd jobs. Eve, who had a heavy British accent, started first grade in a New York City public school.
A friend of Franz’s from Germany, Julius Ottenheimer, a cardiologist, helped Franz study for
the medical boards. Franz passed on his first try and was able to open his own ophthalmology practice
as well as obtain surgery privileges at Manhattan Eye, Ear and Throat Hospital. The Sulzbergers, especially Iphigine, mantained a relationship with Franz and Lisl for many years and in fact used Franz
as their family opthamologist. They were most impressed that Franz promptly paid back the support
they had advanced. Lisl remained friendly with Iphigene and spent time over the years at the Sulzberger estate. Iphigene served as a reference for Julie’s application to attend the United Nations International School.
Kurt Hauptman was born in Vienna Austria. Kurt’s father, David, one of many siblings, was
born in Poland and his mother, Ida Hauptman, one of five siblings, was born in Vienna. Ida and David
owned two shoe stores in Vienna which were confiscated by the Nazis. David was arrested by the Nazis with the rest of his family and sent to a concentration camp. During this time, Ida and Kurt escaped
Vienna and took a ship to Cuba. David was eventually released from the concentration camp and followed Ida and Kurt to Cuba. They had a distant relative in Scranton, Pennsylvania who sponsored
them to emigrate to the United States from Cuba. Ida and David opened a wholesale leather goods
business in Scranton. One brother and one sister of David’s emigrated to Canada. That brother adopted
the daughter of one of David’s siblings who was killed in a concentration camp. Ida’s siblings and
mother came to New York, except two sisters who emigrated to Israel.
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Keynote Presentation by Elly Kleinman, Founder of the Kleinman
Holocaust Education Center and The Amud Aish Memorial Museum

Elly Kleinman giving the keynote address.
Thank you for inviting me to speak at your Holocaust Remembrance Program. It is important to
me. I grew up surrounded by the Holocaust. My parents survived the Holocaust, and they met and married
in a Displaced Persons camp after the war. I remember I was around eight years old when I first started
hearing stories about what had happened to my family – my grandparents, aunts, uncles, and cousins who
didn't survive. And even today I learn something new each time my mother speaks about it.
One thing I have learnt as the son of survivors: the further we move from the event, the more Holocaust remembrance and knowledge continues to evolve, as new sets of issues come to the fore, as new generations come to listen and participate in Yom HaShoah commemorations or, in observant communities
like mine, Tisha B’Av.
They listen to two narratives. The first is the story of what the perpetrator did to the Jews. The second is the story of the victim. The institution I represent here today, Amud Aish Memorial Museum, which
will open in Brooklyn in 2017, tells the story of the victim, and in particular the untold story of the observant Jewish victim: their lives before, during, and after the Holocaust; their faith and belief systems; and
the story of traditional European Judaism. Regardless of our various persuasions in the rich expressions of
Judaism today, they were our common ancestors.
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The rigorous scholarship of how the Holocaust happened is critical to our understanding of this
tragic period in Jewish history. But the story from the victims’ perspective is the harder one to tell. It is
personal. And the sheer extent of the mass slaughter flattens out the individuality of the person. It is hard to
get to the person behind the powerful façade of the victim. For this and so many other reasons, the survivor and
their humanity have become so important to us. They have given us their life stories, and in many cases their
faith and belief systems that contrast against the unbearable victimhood they experienced. The survivor is our
most immediate personal connection to the Holocaust. But, they are leaving us. We will be the last to have
known them.
Yet we know, collectively as the Jewish people, that survivors of the Holocaust will always represent the fragile golden thread that came back to life, a metaphor of Fire to Light, the Amud Aish - the biblical Pillar of Fire that was a guiding light for Jews in the wilderness. It is this life force - this movement
from Holocaust to rebirth - that inspires the very name of our new museum.
Curators from the museum have created the exhibit you see today in this historic Rotunda, entitled
appropriately “Faith and the Holocaust.” It explores the meanings that Jews gave to their experiences, under unimaginable duress, as they strived to maintain their sense of religious identity. The inner life of the
observant Jew during this tragic period is documented in practices which unfolded in the ghettos, camps,
and in hiding: a twelve-year-old boy in a ghetto asks his Rabbi if he can perform the mitzvah of donning tfillen, sensing he may not live to the age of thirteen; A Chevra Kadisha (Holy Burial Society) is
formed within weeks of the liberation of Bergen-Belsen as they gathered the dead, recited the Kaddish and
provided proper Jewish burial, unthinkable only weeks earlier.
You will also see integrated into the exhibit a series of Shailos and Teshuvas (questions and answers), a normal exchange that has taken place between Jews and their Rabbis over time immemorial. In
the exhibit we see Shailos and Teshvuas in a world turned upside down: intimate dialogues between imprisoned and forlorn Jews and their fellow prisoner Rabbis. In this context, the practice becomes a precious source of empirical knowledge about the questioner’s inner-most thoughts about survival, ethics, and
moral behavior - yes thoughts about moral behavior in Auschwitz. They also capture a Rabbi's worries as
he attempts to give succor and advice to the forlorn as he himself is similarly facing almost certain death.
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Amud Aish Memorial Museum is therefore part of the evolving character of Holocaust remembrance
in that it gives voice at long last to the lives of observant Jewish victims who comprised a significant portion
of Eastern European Jewry. This is a giant step forward for the general Jewish memory of the Holocaust in all
its diversity.
So, ladies and gentlemen, the story keeps evolving as do the audiences. In that spirit join me tonight
on the occasion of this 71st commemoration in passing on the legacy of Holocaust Remembrance: L’Dor
V’Dor, from Generation to Generation, from Fire to Light.

Faith During the Holocaust

Museum board member Yaakov Hirsh
peers into a display case housing tefillin
smuggled into a concentration camp and a
child’s tzitzit found after the war by his father-in-law, a survivor.

Ceremony attendees appeared moved by the exhibits loaned by the Amud Aish Memorial
Museum. The museum’s mission has led to its
being entrusted with personal archives long kept
private by Orthodox families anxious for assurance that their documents, and the faith and observance they record, would be respected if
shared. Their confidence in the museum helps
restore many vital untold stories to our
knowledge of the Holocaust.
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THE GENDER FAIRNESS
COMMITTEE
SUPREME COURT, NEW YORK COUNTY,
CIVIL BRANCH,
PRESENTS

THE ANNUAL DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
AWARENESS PROGRAM
featuring a keynote presentation by
Carol Robles-Román, Esq.
December 6, 2016
Supreme Court, New York County, Civil Term
60 Centre Street, Room 212
1:00-2:00 p.m.
Carol Robles-Román is President and CEO of Legal Momentum, the national legal organization that
advances and defends the rights of women and girls. Recently, Legal Momentum has helped create
workplace protections for federal employees, legally represented women who were subjected to
workplace discrimination and sexual assault, and called for elected officials to respond forcefully to the
scourge of domestic violence. Carol was formerly Deputy Mayor for Legal Affairs and Counsel to Mayor
Michael Bloomberg, and was the first woman to serve as Counsel to a NYC Mayor, advising the Mayor and
executive branch on governance and compliance, judicial selection, anti-discrimination laws, ethics, police
oversight, disability and access laws, domestic violence, and immigration. She led and oversaw the
overhaul of several city agencies to improve access to justice and city services for New Yorkers. She has
received numerous awards and recognitions, including “100 Most Influential Hispanics” by Hispanic
Business Magazine, and PODER Magazine–ABC Business Award for strategy, vision and leadership. Carol
holds a J.D. from NYU School of Law, where she received the Vanderbilt Medal for extraordinary
contribution to the law school community, and a B.A. from Fordham University at Lincoln Center.

THIS EVENT IS FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC.
Light Refreshments to be Provided.

Wednesday, March 8, 2017
12:45 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Supreme Court, 60 Centre Street
Room 300

`

High Conflict Divorce: A Two Part Series
Part 1: The Impact on Children
REMARKS
Hon. Fern Fisher, Deputy Chief Administrative Judge for New York City Courts
SPEAKERS
Hon. Matthew Cooper, Supreme Court, New York County, Civil Term, Matrimonial Division
Hon. Deborah Kaplan, Statewide Coordinating Judge for Family Violence Cases
Virginia LoPreto, Esq.
Paul Rudder, Esq.
Meg Sussman, Ph.D., Forensic Psychologist
MODERATORS
Michele Kern-Rappy, Esq., Senior Settlement Coordinator
Cecily Hernandez, Court Officer
PRESENTATION
SPLIT: A film for Kids of Divorce (and their Parents)
Light refreshments will be served. All are welcome.

_______________________________________________________________________
CO-SPONSORS
The Gender Fairness Committee, Supreme Court, New York County, Civil Branch, and New York
State Courts Access to Justice Program
Co- Chairpersons: Officer Cecily Hernandez and Michele Kern-Rappy, Esq.
Save the Date for Part 2: Reducing the Impact on Children & Families – May 10, 2017

Gender Fairness Committee
New York County, Supreme Court, Criminal Term
Hon. Ellen N. Biben, Chair (2016)
Hon. Felicia A. Mennin, Chair (2017)

What is your projected meeting schedule for 2017? Dates TBA but anticipate at least 4
meetings.
Concerns
What issues regarding women and gender in the courts do you think are important in 2017?
Promoting civilized behavior in an era of equality, comradery and anonymity
Do you see operational issues in your court or judicial district that adversely affect women or a
subgroup of women? Yes, Child care centers, breastfeeding space, and language access
Educational Programs and Projects
Would online viewing or video conferencing be a useful tool for this purpose? No
Would you or your members be more able to participate if the program was available in real
time on your desktop computer? No
Collaboration
Bar Association, the New York County Women’s Bar Association, and the National Association
of Women Judges

Gender Fairness Committee, New York County, Supreme Court, Criminal Term
Chair: Hon. Ellen N. Biben (2016); Hon. Felicia A. Mennin (2017)
Members: Dana Levin, Chris Disanto, Lisa White, Rachel Bigio
Counties Served: New York
2016 Meetings
Dates of Meetings: May, June, July, August - met monthly in that period.
Average Attendance: 6
Do you use Videoconferencing? No
Would it be useful for members to meet via videoconference/Skype from their desktop
computer? No
2016 Special Events
Special Events or Activities:
July 22nd Breakfast - Understanding Addiction with Associate Commissioner of treatment for
New York State Office of Alcoholism and Substance Abuse Services
Special Event Marketing
How were your special events advertised or marketed? Email and flyer
Who and how many attended? 40 people attended. The group included court officers, court
attorneys, interpreters, secretaries, judges and administrators.
Was there any press before or after? No
Future Plans
What are your plans for 2017? Judge Biben has been appointed the Administrative Judge and
has appointed Hon. Felicia A. Mennin to serve as chair for the committee for 2017. A meeting is
scheduled for March.
Concerns
Do you see operational issues in your court or judicial district that adversely affect women or a
subgroup of women? Child care centers and breastfeeding space.
Do you see any unmet training needs? Mental health and immigration issues
Educational Programs and Projects
What topics would you like to see developed for Lunch & Learn Sessions from 1:00 – 2:00 in the
courthouse? Mental health of defendants, including understanding the different types of
mental illnesses and the best way to identify and address any issues in court proceedings.
Immigration issues and the way the changing political climate will affect non-US citizen
defendants.
Would online viewing or videoconferencing be a useful tool for this purpose? No
Would you or your members be more able to participate if the program was available in realtime on your desktop computer? No

Kings County Civil Court Gender Fairness Committee
Hon. Robin Sheares, Chair

Kings County Civil Court Gender Fairness Committee
Chair: Hon. Robin K. Sheares
Members:
Judges
Robin K. Sheares
Theresa Ciccotto
Richard Montelione
Gary Marton
Leslie Stroth
Court Attorney
Elaine Schack-Rodriguez
Yvonne Pritchett
Clerks
Laurana Springer
Nicole Jones
Tanya Faye
Court Officers
Carol Jones
Sidney Moses
Counties Served: Kings County
2016 Meetings
Dates of Meetings: 2/19/16. 3/4/16, For Domestic Violence Awareness Month, email
exchanged
Average Attendance: 9 out of 12
2016 Special Events
Domestic Violence Awareness Month: Quilt made by one of the members was displayed. Quilt
represented both Domestic Violence and Breast Cancer (used some JALBCA T-shirts).
Women’s History Month: Honored two judges and four non-judicial employees using the
theme: Honoring Women in Public Service and Government
Special Event Marketing
How were your special events advertised or marketed? Flyer

Who and how many attended? More than 75 judicial and non-judicial employees and
honorees’ guests.
Was there any press before or after? Yes, an article in the Daily Eagle.
Future Plans
What are your plans for 2017?
Special Events & Educational Programs
Women’s History Month: Honoring three Trail Blazers in the Legal Community,
including one male.
Domestic Violence Awareness Month: TBA, educational/informational program
Meetings: Next meeting is scheduled for February 21, 2017.
Concerns
What issues regarding women and gender in the courts do you think are important in 2017?
Immigration and Human Trafficking
Do you see operational issues in your court or judicial district that adversely affect women or a
subgroup of women? No
Do you see unmet training needs? Yes, Judges assigned to Kings Civil.
Please share any areas of success during 2016 for your committee and/or in general regarding
gender bias and gender fairness in the courts. Lost one member due to transfer; gained two
members due to interest.
Educational Programs and Projects
What topics would you like to see developed for Lunch & Learn Sessions from 1:00 – 2:00 in the
courthouse? Recognizing abuse, human trafficking, and calming fears regarding immigration
Would online viewing or videoconferencing be a useful tool for this purpose? Yes
Would you or your members be more able to participate if the program was available in realtime on your desktop computer? Yes
Collaboration
Bar Associations

Kings County Criminal Court Gender Fairness Committee
Hon. Dena E. Douglas, Chair

Kings County Criminal Court Gender Fairness Committee

Chair: Hon. Dena E. Douglas (2016) A new chair is being appointed for 2017
Counties Served: Kings County
Members:
2016 Special Events
Activities for Women's History Month:
Sponsored a coat drive.
Activities for Domestic Violence Awareness Month:
Sponsored a cell phone drive.

New York County Civil Court Gender Fairness Committee
Hon. Lisa A. Sokoloff, Chair
Yacine Barry-Wun, Chair
Nyiela Barret, Chair

New York County Civil Court Gender Fairness Committee
Co-Chairs: Hon. Lisa A. Sokoloff, Yacine Barry-Wun, and Nyiela Barret
Members – Nyiela Barret; Denise Colon-Greenaway; Diane Cuminale; Hon. Emily MoralesMinerva; Hon. Anthony Cannataro; Hon. James E. D'Auguste; James Lopez; Joann Terrelonge;
John Smith; John Wang; Julie Kennedy; Malaika Scott-Mc Laughlin; Phyllis Munford; Robin
Lindner; Serena Springle; William Evans; Yacine Barry-Wu; James G. Clynes; Judith Rifkin; Hon.
W. Franc Perry; Hon. Lisa A. Sokoloff
Counties Served: New York County
2016 Meetings
Dates of Meetings: 6/9/16; 7/26/16; 11/29/16
Average Attendance: 7
Would it be useful for members to meet via videoconference/Skype from their desktop
computer? No
2016 Special Events
Domestic Violence Awareness Month: Screening on 10/26/16 of the Movie "Equal Means
Equal"
Other Activities: CLE on 10/6/2016 for Court Employees only on the Family & Medical Leave Act
Special Event Marketing
How were your special events advertised or marketed? Email and Flyer
Who and how man attended?
We were a cosponsor with several NYWBA committees, the NY County Criminal Court GFC and
the National Association of Women Judges for the screening of Equal Means Equal.
Approximately 100-120 people attended.
Approximately100 - 125 people attended the FMLA CLE.
Was there any press before or after? No
Future Plans
What are your plans for 2017?
Programs on the following:
The effect and future of Women in the Courts
The effect and future of the LBGT community in the Courts

NYWBA Criminal Law Committee
NYWBA Committee on Reproductive Rights and Women's Health
NYWBA Committee to Advance the Status of Women in the Profession
NYWBA Domestic Violence Committee
Gender Fairness Committee of the New York County Civil Court
New York County Criminal Court Gender Fairness Committee
and
The National Association of Women Judges

Present a Special Screening of

“ EQUAL

EQUAL”

A Documentary Film about the Equal Rights Amendment
Followed by a panel discussion with
Kamala Lopez, Director of “Equal Means Equal”
Ellen Chesler, Senior Fellow, Roosevelt Institute
Lenora Lapidus, Director, Women’s Rights Project, ACLU
Date:
Time:
Location:

Cost:
RSVP:

Wednesday, October 26, 2016
5:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
U.S. District Court
500 Pearl Street
Ceremonial Courtroom
New York, NY
Free
Register at nywba.org: click on calendar for
this event

Queens County Criminal Court Matters Gender Fairness Committee
The Judicial Committee on the Women in the Courts of the Supreme Court
Civil Term and Criminal Term

Hon. Marguerite A. Grays, Chair
Hon. Marcia Hirsch, Chair

Queens Criminal Court Matters Gender Fairness Committee
The Judicial Committee on the Women in the Courts of the Supreme Court
Civil Term and Criminal Term

Chairs: Hon. Marguerite A. Grays, Deputy Administrative Judge Civil Matters, 11th Judicial
District and Hon. Marcia P. Hirsch, Judge of the Court of Claims/Acting Supreme Court Justice
Members: Irene Boyce, Court Clerk, Queens Supreme Court, Criminal Term; Frank Consigli, Esq.,
Prn. Court Attorney, Queens Supreme Court, Criminal Term; Donna Myrill, Esq., Assistant District
Attorney, Queens County District Attorney; Delores Haynes, Secretary to Judge, Queens Supreme
Court, Criminal Term; Stephanie A. Hunter, Lieutenant, Queens Criminal Court; JoAnn Lopresto,
Secretary to Judge, Queens County Supreme Court, Civil Term; Maritza Karagiorgos, Senior
Court Analyst, Queens Treatment Court; Peter Manzo, Resource Coordinator, Queens Drug
Court; Rosemary Serno, Secretary to Judge, Queens County Supreme Court, Criminal Term;
Kathleen Ward, Esq., Principal Court Attorney, Queens Supreme, Court, Criminal Term
Counties Served: Queens
2016 Meetings
Dates of Meetings: October 13, 2016
Average Attendance: 6
Do you use Video Conferencing? Yes
Would it be useful for members to meet through a video conference from their desktop
computer? Yes
2016 Special Events
Domestic Violence Awareness Month: On October 28, 2016: ONE LOVE ESCALATION
WORKSHOP - Co-Sponsored with Queens County Women's Bar Association
Special Event Marketing
How were your special events advertised or marketed?
Email and flyer
Who and how many attended? 40 Judges, Court Clerks, Secretaries, Court Officers, Law Clerks
and College Students
Was there any press before or after? No
Future Plans
What are your plans for 2017? JALBCA - Judges & Lawyers Breast Cancer Alert - program
Financial & Retirement Planning - program

Concerns
What issues regarding women and gender in the courts do you think are important in 2017?
Lack of promotional opportunities available for women in the courts, and opportunities in
general. The secretaries are concerned about respect for their position and their future in the
court system. Financial and retirement planning is still a topic worth exploring, with many of
our younger members concerned about the high cost of college and our older members
concerned about caring for elderly family members and having enough savings to retire.
Do you see operational issues in your court or judicial district that adversely affect women or a
subgroup of women? Women participants in our various treatment courts struggle to find child
care, good jobs and adequate housing. Women with mental illness face additional barriers due
to the stigma of having this disease.
Do you see unmet training needs? Continued computer training is needed particularly in light of
the Court’s updated computer systems and programs.
Educational Programs and Projects
What topics would you like to see developed for Lunch & Learn sessions from 1:00-2:00 in the
courthouse? Managing stress in the workplace; effective communication skills and continued
financial workshops.
Would online viewing or video conferencing be a useful tool for this purpose? Yes
Would you or your members be more able to participate if the program was available in real
time on your desktop computer? Yes
Collaboration
Have you joined with groups outside the courts for programs or projects?
Bar Associations including the Queens County Women’s Bar Association and York College,
Queens College, St. John’s University, and Hofstra University.

Gender Fairness Committee
Bronx County Family Court
Hon. Carol Sherman, Chair, 2016
Hon. Alma Gomez, Chair, 2017

Bronx Family Court Gender Fairness Committee
Chair: Hon. Carol Sherman (2016), Hon. Alma Gomez (2017)
Members – Attached
Counties Served: Bronx County
2016 Meetings
Dates of Meetings: 3/1/16; 5/25/16; 7/18/16
Average Attendance: 15
2016 Special Events
Domestic Violence Awareness Month: The following CLE programs:
10/6/16 – Elder Abuse
10/18/16 – LGBTQ Intimate Partner Violence Survivors
10/27/16 – Serving Transgender and Gender Non-Conforming Survivors
Other Activities: SCANVAN (Free Mammograms); Dress for Success Drive
Special Event Marketing
How were your special events advertised or marketed? Email and Flyer
Who and how man attended? 20 – 40 judges, referees, court attorneys, attorney advocates,
18b counsel
Was there any press before or after? No
Future Plans
What are your plans for 2017? Hon. Alma Gomez is taking over as the Committee chair and is in
the process of scheduling meetings and programs.
Concerns
Do you see operational issues in your court or judicial district that adversely affect women or a
subgroup of women? Yes, Child care centers, more supervised visitation availability (still not
enough), breastfeeding space, and language access.
Collaboration
Domestic violence organizations, Safe Horizon, Bronx Legal Services, Appellate Division, First
Department – Office of Attorneys for Children

Queens Family Court
Women in the Courts/Gender Fairness Committee
Hon. Carol A. Stokinger, Chair
Hon. Mildred Negron, Chair

Queens Family Court Gender Fairness Committee
Chairs: Hon. Carol A. Stokinger, Supervising Judge, and Hon. Mildred Negron
Counties Served: Queens
2016 Meetings
Dates of Meetings: 9/22/16, 10/19/16, and 11/30/16
Average Attendance: 35 - 40
Do you use Video Conferencing? No
Would it be useful for members to meet through a video conference from their desktop
computer? No
2016 Special Events
Other Special Events or Activities: Working Effectively with Parents in Courts, DMR Workgroup
Response to Rise Parent Panel, and Identifying Implicit Bias in Article 10 Cases
Special Event Marketing
How were your special events advertised or marketed?
Email and flyer
Who and how many attended? 35 – 40
Was there any press before or after? No
Future Plans
What are your plans for 2017? Events in development: Visitation and Alternatives to Visitation
for Incarcerated Parents, Services for Families with Panel Discussions by Safe Horizon, LIFT, VAP,
and Sanctuary for Families, Program on Fatherhood
What is your projected meeting schedule for 2017? In development
Concerns
Do you see operational issues in your court or judicial district that adversely affect women or a
subgroup of women? Child care centers, supervised visitation, breastfeeding space, language
access. Queens Family Court has a child care center, supervised visitation program by Safe
Horizons, designated breastfeeding space, and language interpreters available.
Educational Programs and Projects
Would online viewing or video conferencing be a useful tool for this purpose? No

Would you or your members be more able to participate if the program was available in real
time on your desktop computer? No
Collaboration
Have you joined with groups outside the courts for programs or projects?
Safe Horizon, LIFT, VAP, and Sanctuary for Families

Staten Island Gender Fairness Committee
Hon. Barbara I. Panepinto, Chair
Hon. Karen A. Wolff, Chair

Staten Island Gender Fairness Committee
Chairs: Hon. Barbara Irolla Panepinto and Hon. Karen B. Wolff
Members: Hon. Alison Hamanjian, (Family Court), Claire Cody Miller, Esq., Hon. Susan Quirk
(Civil Court), Rian Silverman (Court Attorney to Hon. Karen Wolff), Karen Soren, Esq., Manju
Sunny, Esq.
Counties Served: Richmond
2016 Meetings
Dates of Meetings: 4/19/16, 10/6/16, interim email and telephone conferencing
Average Attendance: 5
Do you use Video Conferencing? No
Would it be useful for members to meet through a video conference from their desktop
computer? No
Areas of success during 2016 for your committee and/or in general regarding gender bias and
gender fairness in the courts: Teen Violence in relationships and social media program at Curtis
H.S., Breast Cancer Awareness Program
2016 Special Events
Activities for Domestic Violence Awareness Month:
"What Every Teen Should Know: Violence in Relationships; Social Media" at Curtis H.S.
Interactive panel discussion with Victoria Levin, ADA SV Bureau, Stacia Buckner, MFT, Safe
Horizon and Hon. Alison Hamanjian.
Other Special Events or Activities:
Co-Sponsored breast health awareness at the Richmond County Supreme Courthouse for Breast
Cancer Awareness Month. The speaker was Fran Reali, breast cancer survivor and star of one
woman show at the St George Theater.
Special Event Marketing
How were your special events advertised or marketed?
Email, mail, flyer and the High School program was advertised by faculty of law program.
Who and how many attended?
Approximately 40 teens attended H.S. program. Approximately 80 attorneys and court staff
attended the Breast Cancer Awareness program.
Was there any press before or after? No

Future Plans
What are your plans for 2017?
Women's History Month:
We expect to partner with a local high school regarding DV issues, resources in the community.
What is your projected meeting schedule for 2015? Next meeting: 2/28/17
Concerns
What issues regarding women and gender in the courts do you think are important in 2017?
Appointed counsel in matrimonial matters
Do you see operational issues in your court or judicial district that adversely affect women or a
subgroup of women? Child Care Centers, Supervised Visitation, and Breastfeeding Space
Educational Programs and Projects
What topics would you like to see developed for Lunch & Learn sessions from 1:00-2:00 in the
courthouse? Stress Management-health and wellness
Would online viewing or video conferencing be a useful tool for this purpose? Yes
Collaboration
Have you joined with groups outside the courts for programs or projects?
Staten Island Women’s Bar Association, Richmond Co D.A., Safe Horizon

What Every Teen Should Know:
Violence in Relationships; Social Media
April 19, 2016
6:00 PM – 8:00 PM
Curtis High School, Room 307

Speakers:
Victoria Levin
Assistant District Attorney, Special Victims Bureau, Richmond County District Attorney’s Office

Stacia Buckner
MFT, Safe Horizon, Staten Island Community Program

Alison Hamanjian
Court Attorney Referee, Richmond County Family Court

Pizza Will Be Served!

Presented by: Staten Island Gender Fairness Committee
Staten Island Women’s Bar Association
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Hon. Betty Weinberg Ellerin, Chair
Fern Schair, Vice Chair

Committee Members

Chair
Hon. Betty Weinberg Ellerin
Vice Chair
Fern Schair
Executive Director
Charlotte A. Watson
Hon. Rosalie Stoll Bailey
Maria Cortese, Esq.
Elizabeth Cronin, Esq.
Hon. Matthew D’Emic
Hon. Bruna DiBiase
Patricia Ann Fersch, Esq.
Jill Laurie Goodman, Esq., Former Counsel
Hon. Sylvia O. Hinds-Radix
Hon. Allen Hochberg
Hon. Deborah Kaplan
Hon. Judy Harris Kluger
Marjorie Lesch, Esq.
Caroline Levy, Esq.
Maria Logus, Esq.
Nancy Mangold
Hon. Renee Forgensi Minarik
Hon. Juanita Bing Newton
Hon. Marilyn Hoffman O'Connor
Hon. Emily Ruben
Hon. Terry Jane Ruderman
Hon. Toko Serita
Hon. Denise Sher
Hon. Jeffrey Sunshine
Hon. John Sweeny, Jr.
Judith E. White, Esq.
Cheryl Zimmer, Esq.

Biographies
HON. JANET DIFIORE, Chief Judge of the Court of Appeals and the State of New York, was appointed
by Governor Andrew Cuomo on December 1, 2015. She was confirmed by the New York State
Senate on January 21, 2016, and took office the same day.

Chief Judge DiFiore has devoted virtually her entire professional career to the fair administration of
justice, including service as a prosecutor and as a judge.
From 2006 to 2016, as Westchester County District Attorney, Chief Judge DiFiore served as the chief
law enforcement officer for a county with almost one million people and headed an office of over
230 employees, assigned to eight branch offices. In that position, she was in the forefront of
establishing innovative education and prevention initiatives to reduce crime. Her many initiatives
included leading the effort to create a Child Fatality Review Team in Westchester County; working
to establish Westchester County’s Multidisciplinary Team to investigate child abuse cases; and the
creation of the Child Advocacy Center, to provide a child-friendly environment for young victims
working with the District Attorney’s office. She also led the effort to establish the Westchester
Intelligence Center, in order to facilitate the use of databases to obtain evidence and uncover
trends in criminal activity, and established a Violent Felony Screening Protocol, for enhanced early
review of the evidence in cases involving violent crimes.
Chief Judge DiFiore served as a Judge in Westchester County Court from 1999 to 2002, presiding, by
designation, over matters in Family Court, Surrogate’s Court and Supreme Court. She served as a
New York State Supreme Court Justice from 2003 to 2005. During that time, she was the
Supervising Judge of the Criminal Courts for the Ninth Judicial District, leading the effort to reduce
the criminal case backlog, to establish a Mental Health Court and a Sex Offender Court, and the
implementation of Domestic Violence and Drug Treatment Courts. She also served as Access to
Justice Coordinator for the Ninth Judicial District.
Prior to being elected as a Judge, Chief Judge DiFiore served as an Assistant District Attorney and
Chief of the Narcotics Bureau in Westchester County; Deputy Village Counsel for the Village of
Bronxville; and worked in private practice.
In 2014, Chief Judge DiFiore served as a member of the Governor’s Commission on Youth, Safety
and Justice, created to recommend reforms to the laws governing the prosecution of young
offenders. In 2011, Governor Andrew Cuomo appointed her to serve as the first Chair of the New
York State Joint Commission on Public Ethics. Chief Judge DiFiore has also served as the Co-Chair of
the New York State Justice Task Force, created in 2009 by then-Chief Judge Jonathan Lippman, to
examine the causes of wrongful convictions. Then-Chief Judge Judith S. Kaye appointed her, in
1999, to serve on the Commission on Drugs and the Courts, and, in 2004, Judge Kaye appointed her
to serve on the Commission on the Future of Indigent Defense Services. Chief Judge DiFiore also
has served as the Co-Chair of the Westchester County Reentry Task Force and as a member of the

Advisory Board of the Holocaust and Human Rights Education Center. And, in 2011-12, she served
as President of the District Attorneys Association of the State of New York.
Chief Judge DiFiore received her J.D. from St. John’s University School of Law and her B.A. from
C.W. Post College, Long Island University.
HON. LAWRENCE K. MARKS, Chief Administrative Judge of the courts of New York State, oversees
the day-to-day administration and operation of the statewide court system, with a budget of
over $2.5 billion, 3,600 state and local judges, and 15,000 non-judicial employees in over 300
locations. In 2009, he was appointed by Governor David Paterson as a Judge of the New York State
Court of Claims; this past year he was reappointed to that position by Governor Andrew Cuomo.
In addition to his administrative responsibilities, Judge Marks presides over an active Commercial
Division part in the Supreme Court, New York County. Judge Marks previously served as First
Deputy Chief Administrative Judge, Administrative Director of the Office of Court Administration,
Special Counsel to the Chief Administrative Judge, and OCA’s Deputy Counsel for Criminal Justice.
Prior to joining the court system, he was a senior supervising attorney with the Legal Aid Society,
in private legal practice, and a law clerk to U.S. District Judge Thomas C. Platt. He has written and
lectured on a range of legal and public policy topics, and has been an adjunct professor at Brooklyn
Law School and the John Jay College of Criminal Justice graduate program.

Annual Meeting Minutes
March 14, 2016
________________________________________________________________
The annual meeting was convened at 9:00 AM. Present were Hon. Betty Weinberg Ellerin,
Josephine M. Bastone, Hon. Ellen Biben, Yvette Brownridge, Hon. Isabel Buse, Tatiana
Coffinger, Maria Cortese, Elizabeth Cronin, Janet Curley, Hon. Matthew D'Emic, Christopher
DiSanto, Patricia Fersch, Guntwall Gill, Hon. Marguerite Grays, Sylvia Hinds-Radix, Hon. Hon.
Marcia Hirsch, Hon. Allen Hochberg, Hon. Teresa Johnson, Hon. Deborah Kaplan, Hon. Deborah
Karalunas, Hon. Rachel Kretser, Hon. Judy Harris Kluger, Hon. Juanita Newton, Hon. Marilyn
O’Connor, Hon. Emily Olshansky, Hon. Richard Lee Price, Hon. Terry Jane Ruderman, Beverly
Saldivis, Joanne Sarro, Fern Schair, Hon. Toko Serita, Hon. Robin Sheares, Hon. Denise Sher,
Hon. Carol Sherman, Hon. Lisa Sokoloff, Hon. Carol Stokinger, Hon. Jeffrey Sunshine, Gregory
Testa, Charlotte A. Watson, Judith White, Lisa White, Kinanda Williams-Murray, and Cheryl
Zimmer.
Invited guests: Hon. Janet DiFiore, Chief Judge; Hon. Lawrence Marks, Chief Administrative
Judge; Lisa Evans, OCA Counsel’s Office; Lauren Hersh, Sanctuary for Families; Joanne Macri,
NYS Office of Indigent Legal Services; and Rochelle Odesser and Gary Schwartz, Madison
Planning Group.
Judge Betty Weinberg Ellerin opened the meeting welcoming everyone. Members introduced
themselves and made announcements. Hon. Deborah Kaplan announced that she is now the
Statewide Coordinating Judge for Family Violence Cases. Hon. Toko Serita reported that she
and others had testified before the New York City Council about the need for increased funding
for human trafficking services. The City Council appropriated $750,000 for this purpose after the
conclusion of the hearings. Hon. Lisa Sokoloff has moved from New York County Criminal Court
to the Civil Court and is now chairing the Civil Court Gender Fairness Committee. Hon. Melissa
Crane will be assuming the vacated position in New York County Criminal Court.
Hon. Bonnie Wittner has turned over the Chair of the New York County, Supreme Court, Criminal
Term Gender Fairness Committee to Hon. Ellen Biben. Hon. Genine Edwards has turned over
the Chair of the Kings County Civil Court Committee to Hon. Robin Sheares. Hon. Marguerite
Grays and Hon. Marcia Hirsch have combined the Queens County, Supreme Court, Civil and
Criminal Terms Committees into one Committee to maximize resources. Hon. Margaret ParisiMcGowan has moved to the Court of Claims vacating the Chair of the Queens County Family
Court Committee. Queens County Family Court Supervising Judge Carol Stokinger attended the
annual meeting and will consider the vacancy.
CHIEF JUDGE JANET DIFIORE
Judge Ellerin introduced Chief Judge Janet DiFiore who was sworn in as the Chief Judge of New
York State and as Chief Judge of the Court of Appeals in January. Judge DiFiore’s entire
professional career has been dedicated to the fair administration of justice. Judge Ellerin noted
that Judge DiFiore is a proven innovator who will bring creative efforts that will enrich and

enhance our system of justice. Her full bio is attached to the minutes. Judge DiFiore began her
remarks by congratulating Judge Ellerin and the Committee on the thirtieth anniversary of the
Committee’s work and noted that we are in a very different place today due to the work of the
Committee. She said she is very aware that she stands on the shoulders of many who came
before her.
Judge DiFiore implored everyone to share suggestions for action. She discussed her Excellence
Initiative which she announced during her investiture ceremony. She asked that we no longer
accept delays and inefficiencies in our court operations. She has appointed Chief Administrative
Judge Lawrence Marks to lead this effort and to engage judicial leaders in a top to bottom review
with the charge of identifying where we can improve to achieve decisional and operational
excellence. (For information on the Excellence Initiative, please visit
www.nycourts.gov/excellence-initiative/)
Judge DiFiore recognized the historical leadership of founding and early Committee members
including the Hon. Kathryn McDonald, Hon. Betty Weinberg Ellerin, Hon. Juanita Newton, and
Fern Schair. She said she looks forward to working with the Committee on all of the issues
where we share unity.
CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE JUDGE LAWRENCE MARKS
Judge Ellerin introduced Judge Marks reviewing his responsibilities as Chief Administrative
Judge. She noted that he was also appointed to the Court of Claims by Governor Patterson and
reappointed by Gov. Cuomo where he has sat in an active Commercial Part in New York County.
She recalled vetting him in the screening committee where he enjoyed unanimously enthusiastic
reviews. His full bio is attached.
Judge Marks began by congratulating the Committee on the 30th anniversary and noted the
valuable contributions and the great progress over the last three decades in eradicating the
vestiges of gender bias across the court system. As a result, we have seen women fill the roles
of Chief Judge, Chief Administrative Judge, Court of Appeals Justices, Appellate Division
Justices, Administrative Judges, Supervising Judges, and more and more trial judges. And yet,
the work is not done. There remains a need to redouble efforts to ensure equality for all.
Judge Marks noted the groundbreaking work of the Committee on the National Human Trafficking
Summit. The Summit was a remarkable conference attended by representatives of judicial and
other government leaders from 46 states, the District of Columbia, and four US territories, across
the country from the Northern Mariana Islands to the US Virgin Islands. This is evidence of how
compelling human trafficking is as an issue especially in the criminal justice arena. The Summit
resulted in teams returning to their states with an action plan to begin to implement. These plans
clearly indicated that the Summit had led to a consensus around the country.
Judge Marks recounted a story about the struggle among the planning team, especially with the
funding source, about whether and when to have a short theatrical performance of A Day in the
Life, presented by high school kids. The funder was concerned that some of the chief judges
might be offended and had pushed to have the play outside of the official conference convening.
Through the persistent, strong urging by Judge Ellerin that the play be included as a substantive
part of the program, a compromise was reached to allow the performance to take place at lunch
on the first day rather than at the beginning or outside of the meeting hours. At the reception the
evening of the first day, a Chief Justice from one of the most conservative jurisdictions

congratulated Judge Marks on the amazing conference and noted that there was only one error in
the planning - the play should have been at the beginning to set the tone!
Judge Marks urged the Committee to take on other compelling issues and indicated that he will
provide whatever help is needed.
ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT – The Sanctuary for Families Program – Hon. Judy Harris
Kluger, Executive Director
Judge Kluger reviewed the highly successful program developed by Sanctuary for Families to
prepare and place their clients in career track jobs, not just minimum wage jobs. In the program
development stage, they brought in consultant Angelo Rivera who told them they had to train their
clients to meet the workplace because the workplace would not come to the clients. The program
was built on a seven key approach.
Judge Kluger gave an example of the path a client might take. She would first be referred by a
Sanctuary or HRA staff member to the program. The program participant must come on time and
properly dressed for each class just as she would if going to work. The classes require
participation 2 times per week. During the program, they take a trip to Macy’s and purchase two
black suits and have them tailored to fit the participant. To assist the participants in staying in the
program, the program provides them with a stipend of $300 per month which helps them to meet
basic needs to participate including childcare. They also provide a full monthly Metrocard so they
can not only travel to the program but can also provide for their children and have recreational
activities. The program serves 50 clients.
Program participants may find work in jobs like construction or medical billing. The program will
fund a three-month internship which helps the participant to build a work history and resume and
to meet potential employers. Many are hired out of the internship into jobs paying $25,000 $50,000 annually. The program also has an alumni network which allows the participants to
network and find support. Since 2011, there have been 68 participants. Sanctuary just published
a five-year report which indicated an 88% graduation rate and a 65% retention rate. Each cycle
is approximately 4 months in duration. Graduates earn a Microsoft certificate and learn resume
writing and interview preparation skills. The Career Advancement Network meets every other
month.
Judge Kluger provided a brief snapshot of Sanctuary’s key services including the largest legal
program in the country with 40 attorneys on staff who co-counsel with law firms on legal issues
from Family Court and Matrimonial Court to immigration. In 2015, legal services were provided to
more than 3,000 people. There is a clinical staff of 60 and 5 shelters including four emergency
housing facilities and one transitional housing facility with 58 apartments. They give a new set of
pots to every family leaving shelter. They have a Butterfly Boutique which includes clothing and
other items a client might need and allows them to go in and pick things out. They don’t
encourage the donation of used items because the bulk of what is donated turs out to be beyond
its useful life. Sanctuary provides children and youth services as well as professional training and
community education reaching judges, lawyers, teachers, medical professionals and more. In
2015, the educational programs were provided to more than 40,000 people.
Fern asked if the empowerment program addresses credit ratings and identity theft. Judge
Kluger said they have a presentation by Alliance Bernstein on how to improve credit scores.

They haven’t had reports of identity theft but would likely work with the district attorney to address
such an incident. The content of Judge Kluger’s slides is attached.
ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT – Financial Planning – Gary Schwartz and Rochelle Odesser,
The Madison Group
Gary Schwartz began his presentation with an overview of the assistance he has been providing
court personnel since 1993 which has taken him to every courthouse in the State. Anyone who
attends his seminar is offered a free financial plan. Judge Marcia Hirsch reported that she has
invited Gary to present through her Committee twice. There was so much interest after the first
presentation that he was invited back to do a more detailed program, and they are working on a
third program due to demand. The program includes a look at end of life issues, newly widowed
as well as college savings plans and long-term care. Everyone needs a financial plan. Gary
noted that the less money a person has, the greater the need for a plan. Court employees who
are eligible for retirement should meet with the pension program about five years before they
expect to retire. Judge Newton said when she has called Gary, she has always received a good
and helpful response. There was brief discussion about the Social Security windfall elimination
provision which expires April 30. The content of Gary’s slides is attached.
PRINTED MATERIAL
Judge Newton asked if the Fair Speech pamphlet and the Domestic Violence and Immigration
booklet were available. These items were included in the material for the meeting. Charlotte
indicated that these and other documents are available in bulk through the OCA print shop. They
are also posted as a PDF on the Women in the Court’s website’s publications page located at
www.nycourts.gov/ip/womeninthecourts/publications.shtml. This page also includes all previous
annual meeting reports. Judge Kaplan suggested Fair Speech should be given to all new
employees. Judge Sunshine said all lawyers need a copy as well, perhaps made available
through the Bar Association. Judge Kaplan suggested it could be distributed to new lawyers
through the Appellate Division.
LOCAL COMMITTEE REPORTS ROUND-UP - FERN SCHAIR
Fern shared highlights on the local committee reports which identified some common areas of
interest over the past year including youth and domestic or sexual abuse, the link between
domestic violence and animal abuse, diversity, innovative ideas or programs, and operational
issues including supervised visitation, breastfeeding, availability and accessibility of children’s
centers, and bathroom facilities to accommodate transgender people.
Youth and Domestic or Sexual Abuse
Fern noted that that in the population of kids age 12 – 18, the Center for Disease Control reported
there are 1.5 million physically abused annually. In Suffolk, Isabel Buse reported they held a
program on women as role models that included students sharing their writing on role models. In
the 3rd Judicial District, Judge Kretser reported a program where they showed the film “The Mask
You Live In,” which depicts how boys are raised to be desensitized to women’s issues and to fear
their feminine side. The film was followed by a panel discussion. More information on the film is
available online at http://therepresentationproject.org/film/the-mask-you-live-in/.
Judge Dabiri reported the Kings County Supreme Court, Civil Term Committee held a program on
how to spot warning signs. Guntwall Gill said the program focused on how healthy relationships

work. It was open to all staff. It was presented by the NYC Mayor’s Office to Combat Domestic
Violence, NYC Healthy Relationships Training Academy. The presentation was interactive and
shared information on how to deal with abuse. Judge Sherman reported the Bronx Family Court
held a program focused on challenges faced by young parents.
Judge Panepinto and Judge Wolff reported the Staten Island Committee held a program that
featured a performance by Girl Be Heard on sexual assault and relationships which was followed
by a panel discussion including speakers from the DA’s Special Victim’s Unit and the Director of
Diversity Compliance at the College of Staten Island. Judge Ogden reported the 8th Judicial
District held a program on brain development in children, the impact of domestic violence, and the
importance of a trauma informed response. This program resulted in the creation of a workgroup
to develop trauma informed resources for addressing kids who have a parent who is a domestic
violence abuser.
CLE Programs
Fern noted two new program topics of interest focused on the intersection of domestic violence
and animal abuse as well as women in prison. The Staten Island Gender Fairness Committee,
the New York County Supreme Court Civil Term Committee, and the 3rd Judicial District
Committee all held programs on the link between domestic violence and animal abuse. The 3rd
Judicial District Committee partnered with the State Bar Association and were able to simulcast
their program in New York City. The program was widely publicized and has resulted in the
Albany County DA running public service announcements on the topic. In addition, Judge Kretser
published an Op-Ed and participated in a NY Courts AMICI Podcast with John Caher. The
podcast is available on the UCS website at www.nycourts.gov/admin/amici.
New York County Supreme Court Civil Term Committee hosted a similar program with the
ASPCA & Cruelty Outreach program with hundreds in attendance. Judge Kaplan reported the
ASPCA has an informative postcard that will be put in County Jury Rooms. In Queens, there was
a presentation by the Urban Resource Justice Institute who indicated they will provide emergency
housing for abused women and their pets. Most domestic violence shelters are unable to colocate victims with their pets and often rely on pet foster homes due to a number of reasons.
Elizabeth Cronin mentioned that Debra Hamilton is a good resource for animals and mediation
when there is a dispute over animals. (http://hamiltonlawandmediation.com/)
While not a CLE program, the 4th Judicial District Committee co-sponsored the Fifth Annual
Purple Pooch Parade to bring attention to the role of pets in domestic violence cases and to
highlight the DVRC’s Safe Pets Partnership.
New York County Criminal Court co-sponsored a program with the National Association of
Women Judges (NAWJ) and the New York Women’s Bar Association on Women in Prison which
was very eye-opening and very well received. The program looked at the experiences of women
in prison as compared to men including the number of outside visitors, supplies for physical
needs, mental health concerns, locations of prison facilities relevant to locations of families on the
outside, and so on. The NAWJ sponsors an annual holiday program where goody bags are
made for incarcerated women and their children. The program was held in the New York County
Civil Court. The 18b panel, 1st Dept. sponsored many CLE programs and always had more than
100 in attendance.

The program on Women in Prison was attended by 150 people. Donna Hylton, a former inmate,
was a key speaker and talked about current clemency efforts. It was noted that women are often
sentenced more harshly than men who were involved in the same crime even though the actual
planning and execution of the crime might have been spearheaded by the man with the woman
going along. They are planning to do a Part 2 of this program. Material is available on disk
through Judith Rifkin (jrifkin@nycourts.gov). Judge Hinds-Radix noted that NAWJ is very
involved.
Fern noted that more of the CLE programs feature “how to do” skills based content. Judge
Ruderman said the 9th JD Committee had offered a program on Housing – Ins and Outs and will
be offering a three-part program on how to navigate Family and Supreme Court. The program
will be offered in collaboration with Pace Women’s Justice Center, Westchester County Women’s
Bar Association, and Legal Services of the Hudson Valley.
Isabel Buse said Suffolk goes through the Judicial Institute to provide CLE credit for their
programs. Suffolk County is fortunate to have Judge Andrew Crecca who lectures nationally on
domestic violence. They have a broad-based committee to plan their programs which are held in
the central jury room with a capacity of 125. They had pre-registration for their program and had
to turn-away people. The next Domestic Violence Awareness Month program coming in October
will look at stalking and social media.
Judge Newton noted that last year, the Judicial Institute issued 25,000 CLE certificates. She said
it’s difficult to find programs that include content that qualifies for ethics or professional skills
credits. She encouraged everyone to consider ways to introduce ethics into their program
content. Judge Newton encouraged everyone to view and share the link for a public program
provided through the Judicial Institute titled Transgender Litigants in the Court System: Providing
Equal Access and Impartial Justice available online at
www.nycourts.gov/ip/judicialinstitute/transgender.shtml.
Other Projects and Educational Programs
Fern noted that there had been several programs offered for court employees on health, e. g.,
breast cancer and also on financial health. The 8th Judicial District Committee sponsored a
program titled “Intention – Attention – No Tension.” Judge Sokoloff mentioned the JABCLA
collaboration with Bright Pink that will bring information anywhere in the State to help people learn
about risk. Please see the attached flyer on the Brighten Up program offered through Bright Pink.
The Suffolk County Committee partnered with St. Francis Hospital to offer PSA testing to screen
for prostate cancer and are looking to include more hospitals in the future. On financial health,
The Queens County Supreme Court Committee sponsored a seminar on Women and Money.
The 12th Judicial District (Bronx) Committee offered individual consultation with a representative
from the Office of the State Comptroller. Anyone age 55 or more within 5 years of retirement
could spend half an hour with the representative to look at options. This program was made
available to all Bronx Courts. All who participated were very happy with the experience.
Diversity
Some of the Committees reported focusing efforts on expanding diversity. Judge Ogden in the
8th JD reported their Committee reached out to create a relationship in Erie County with the
Coalition of Muslim Women, Immigration Law Project of the Bar Association of Erie County’s
Volunteer Lawyer project. She also reported on several other efforts to build relationships across

diverse ethnic communities. Judge Ruderman said the 9th Judicial District Committee partnered
with the Pace Women’s Justice Center, Westchester Women’s Bar, and Legal Services of
Hudson Valley to provide a program on domestic violence in Arab and immigrant communities.
Judge Sherman reported the Bronx Family Court Committee has worked with Sauti Yetu Center
for African Women and Children. Fern encouraged forging relationships with diverse
organizations.
Common Operational Issues
Several Committees reported on operational issues. For example, Judge Sherman and the
Bronx Family Court Committee collaboration with St. Lukes AME Church from Harlem to provide
free supervised visitation available nights and weekends at a church in the Bronx. They worked
together for more two years to develop the program which includes volunteers to provide
supervised visitation. The church is located across the street from a police precinct which
provides security. The program is expanding. People feel the program is supportive and is
offered in a warm environment. The court does not refer the most violent cases. The program
provides the court with a simple report regarding referred cases and participation.
Judge Johnson reported the 7th Judicial District Committee worked with their District Executive to
create baby changing tables in each courthouse. The District Exec worked with county
authorities to create these facilities for both men and women. They also are designating spaces
to accommodate breastfeeding, e. g., Commissioner of Jurors. Judge Hinds-Radix reported she
has a young, female attorney asking if there is private space available for breastfeeding or
pumping. She said this is a concern that needs to be addressed in the courts. Judge D’Emic
reported the Kings County Criminal Term has a dedicated space in Supreme Court. Cheryl
Zimmer said in Suffolk County, the Children’s Center is available. Christopher DiSanto reported
that in New York County Supreme Court Criminal, they have located a space but do not have a
dedicated refrigerator to store pumped breastmilk. Some employees have refused to allow the
breast milk to be stored in the shared office refrigerator. Judge Sunshine reported the Kings
County Supreme Court, Civil Term uses the Commissioner of Jurors.
Tatiana Coffinger reported a need in Warren County to address bathroom facilities for their large
transgender population. They had wanted to have single bathrooms to address several concerns
and worked with the local architect to design the space and gained county government approval
for the building. However, the chief architect for the court system flatly rejected the plan and said
it was not possible. Fern suggested the issues related to breastfeeding and transgender
bathrooms seem to call for a systemic plan and policy.
IMMIGRATION AND THE NEW YORK STATE COURTS – Joanne Macri, New York State
Office of Indigent Legal Services
Fern briefly introduced Joanne Macri and encouraged everyone to review the more in depth bios
(attached). Joanne began by expressing her gratitude for the opportunity to speak with the
representatives of the Committees and noted the power of collaboration. In New York State, one
in five children has at least one parent who is not from the US. Immigration ma play a role in
many different types of courts and proceedings and may have adverse consequences.
Sometimes there is an extreme impact of court decisions or involvement including permanent
removal from the US which may force US born children into foster care. There may be ineffective
assistance of counsel if the attorney fails to provide defendants information and advice on the

impact on immigration status especially when considering what might appear to be a plea to a low
level crime or violation.
Changes to immigration law are happening so rapidly that it’s almost impossible for defense
attorneys to stay informed. For example, a plea to harassment could trigger removal. While
immigrants might be in the country for many years, they may not have applied for naturalization.
The current application fee can exceed $850. If the application is denied, the money is lost, and
the fee must be paid again to reapply.
The categories of people who can be removed include green card holders, refugees, asylees, or
undocumented immigrant. The definition of “conviction” for immigration purposes may differ from
how the State court views conviction. For example, a drug related charge that brings the
defendant into drug court where there is a conditional plea upfront where the defendant admits to
certain conduct that meets a certain statutory crime that will be reduced or dismissed once the
defendant successfully complies with court’s order for participating in a program could be grounds
for removal. The fact that the immigrant defendant admitted in the plea agreement to wrongdoing
and was subject to participating in a program is all it takes for immigration to determine that the
original plea admission is equal to a conviction. This is similar in Family Court in a JD/PINS case
or when there is an admission regarding a finding in a child support case.
The NYS Office of Indigent Legal Services is working to prove more education and technical
assistance to legal service providers across the state through a new grant initiative to fund six
Immigration Assistance Centers. These Centers will each serve a region of the State and will
collaborate with regional civil legal services programs. They will provide CLE programs with a
focus on family and criminal 18b attorneys. They will work to get defense attorneys to screen all
clients for immigration status. They will also work to raise awareness on human trafficking. The
map for the locations of the regional centers is attached along with the slide content for this
presentation.
ADVANCES IN ADDRESSING HUMAN TRAFFICKING - Lauren Hersh, Sanctuary for
Families
Judge Ellerin briefly introduced Lauren Hersh noting the tremendous impact she has had as a
prosecutor and advocate on addressing human trafficking, particularly sex trafficking, and that
she has presented to the State Committee several times. Her presentations are always dynamic
and informative.
Lauren began with a brief Trafficking 101 overview recognizing that human trafficking is now the
fastest growing criminal enterprise with tremendously high profit. Only a few years ago,
trafficking was considered to be a $32 billion industry and is now considered a $110 billion and
likely more industry. There really is no way to accurately measure this enterprise. The profits are
very high while the risk of being caught or convicted is very low. The person who is being
prostituted is most often who is charged with a crime while the buyers and sellers are most often
ignored. The effort is focused on changing this dynamic. One way to make a significant impact is
to recognize that this is a business that relies on supply and demand.
Current legislation is beginning to criminalize exploiters. In 2007, New York State passed the first
law to address human trafficking. It included sex tour operators. The law examined tactics pimps
use to control and exploit their victims. In 2008, New York State passed the Safe Harbor Act
which provided services and safe harbor for young victims. It was amended in 2013 to include

16 – 17-year-old victims. Passage of the vacatur law was a game changer that allowed victims
with prostitution convictions to have that history removed from their record. This helped to open
doors for housing and employment and gave the victim/survivor a new chance at life. Lauren
acknowledged Judge Serita and her help with making the importance of this law known. The
criminal justice system is leading the charge to allow victims/survivors to reclaim their lives to
move on and to do more things.
The weakness is that many are convicted of other crimes that need to be vacated, e. g., petit
larceny. Widening this statute is next in line for improvement through legislative reform. The
latest big package of legislative change was the Trafficking Victims Protection and Justice Act
(TVPJA) which was signed into law by Gov. Cuomo on Oct. 21, 2015. It had been delayed
because it was tied up as part of the governor’s Women’s Equality Act that was mired in political
obstruction. The TVPJA among other things leveled the crime of soliciting a prostitute with
statutory rape. Prior to passage of this Act, an adult who had sex with a child was automatically
charged with statutory rape. However, if that person gave the child money, he was charged with
the lesser crime of soliciting prostitution. The TVPJA also eliminated the label “prostitute” from
the law. Previously, a person charged with prostitution was referred to in the law as a prostitute.
This was not the case with any other crime. For example, a person charged with theft was not
referred to in statute as a thief.
The strategy used to push passage of the TVPJA was to change hearts and minds. Many
survivors went time and again to Albany to tell their stories. There was a performance of “A Day
in the Life.” The New York’s New Abolitionists campaign took off with more and more public
figures, thought leaders, survivors, and individuals signing on as new abolitionists to fight modern
day slavery. Lauren noted that Judge Ellerin, Judge Serita, and Charlotte are among the New
Abolitionists. Slavery is not an historical artifact. It is happening here and now. Efforts are now
focused on implementing the TVPJA.
Lauren closed by quoting survivor Iryna Makaruk “As a survivor of sex trafficking, I can attest to
the fact that traffickers and sex buyers inflict severe trauma and pain which has long
lasting effects on the victim’s life. In NY, we need to bring to accountability those who do the
exploiting, so that others do not have to go through the nightmare I lived.” The content of
Lauren’s slides is attached. To learn more about New York’s New Abolitionists, visit
www.newyorksnewabolitionists.com.
Judge Ellerin thanked Lauren for her work and promised to bring her back for another update.
PRO BONO MATRIMONIAL PROJECT – Patricia Fersch, Fersch Petitti LLC
Judge Ellerin briefly introduced the presentation by Patricia Fersch on the Pro Bono Matrimonial
Project by reviewing the work of Patricia Fersch and Judy White to create this project in
Manhattan. Judge Ellerin felt this project should include Kings County and other locations as
well. She engaged Judge Sunshine in working with the Project to develop a similar program in
Brooklyn.
Patricia noted that she and Judy White worked with Judge Sokoloff who was the president of the
New York County Women’s Bar Association to create the Manhattan Pro Bono Matrimonial
Project. Patricia and Judy worked with Judge Sunshine and Emily Ruben to expand the pro bono
matrimonial program to Kings County. They held an event that brought attorneys in to learn
about the program.

Patricia provided an overview of the program noting that it is a partnership with the Bench, the
Bar, and Law Schools. Volunteer attorneys must have a minimum of 5 years of experience in
matrimonial practice and take indigent client cases. The attorney makes a commitment to
provide 25 hours of service. Order of protection cases are not included. The cases focus mainly
on financial matters. Most cases settle once entitlements are explained. A law student serves as
the pro bono program manager and is funded through a Bar Association fund.
Patricia mentioned that the Matrimonial Pro Bono Committee is looking to expand to the Bronx
and Queens and noted the challenges there are due to the lack of large law firms operating in
those boroughs. Most attorneys there are solo practitioners struggling to make ends meet and to
meet the demands of their current client caseload which often includes low income parties. The
Women’s Bar presidents for Queens (Lourdes Ventura) and the Bronx (Beth Krause) are very
interested in getting this off the ground in their boroughs. They are working with Judge LaTia
Martin in the Bronx and with St. John’s Law School in Queens. All it takes is a computer, desk,
and phone.
Judge Ellerin recognized this as a wonderful project that can be replicated anywhere in the State.
She encouraged anyone interested to contact Patricia (pfersch@pffamilylaw.com) or Judy
(judywhite@lacwk.com).
HANDLING COMPLAINTS TO A COMMITTEE – Lisa Evans, OCA Counsel’s Office
Judge Ellerin introduced Lisa Evans who works in the OCA Counsel’s Office with a focus on
employment discrimination and general civil litigation. Lisa began by expressing how impressed
she was with the work of the Committees. She said when a complaint is brought to the attention
of a Committee it’s important to identify the type of complaint and to pay close attention. It’s very
important to not simply turn the person away. It’s important to listen carefully, not with an eye
toward advocacy or investigation, but to listen for where the complaint could be resolved. Ask the
person to put the complaint in writing.
Generally, resolution should be sought through the supervising judge or the administrative judge.
She noted that the Inspector General has a bias matters unit if the complaint cannot be
addressed through the supervising or administrative judge. The complaint should be moved to
the point where it can be resolved. It’s very important to not ignore a complaint. Pick up the
phone and move it forward to the appropriate person. She said that when her office is called, it’s
already a lawsuit.
Lisa gave an example of a suit where the story began with a court officer who discussed her
allegations of sexual harassment with a friend who was a fellow court officer and also her
sergeant and EEO. She requested it not go any further. She didn’t want anything done. The
harassment continued. She filed suit and said she had complained and no action was taken. It’s
important to make it clear up front that you cannot listen as a friend.
Judge Ellerin asked how a Committee should handle complaints about a judge’s decision. Lisa
said in this type of complaint, the Committee should explain the appeals process. Judge Ellerin
asked what if the judicial conduct is outside his/her judicial function. Lisa said that is a more
complicated scenario and again suggested going through the supervising or administrative judge
or if necessary the Commission on Judicial Conduct. It can be discussed with the Inspector
General’s Office, but they do not have jurisdiction over judges. Judge Hinds-Radix re-iterated the

importance of taking a complaint first to the supervising or administrative judge to see if the
problem can be resolved there before going to the Judicial Conduct Commission.
Judge Price told of a complaint to the 12th Judicial District Committee regarding a judge who was
reportedly acting as a matchmaker. He reported it at the time to the administrative judge who
seemed uninterested in pursuing it. Judge Price then addressed it as a general topic at the
monthly judges meeting, not pointing to the individual involved. The behavior ceased. The
complaint was resolved.
Fern asked if the issues are different in the area of per diem court interpreters. She noted that
Judge Marks recently sent a letter to the Bar and to service providers requesting they file a
complaint when they have concerns about court interpreters. Complaints can be emailed to
Interpretercomplaints@nycourts.gov
MISCELLANEOUS
Judge Newton and Judge Kaplan have also been interviewed by John Caher for New York Courts
Amici Podcasts. A transcript of each podcast is also posted on the website. The “Amici” podcast
series was created “to share information and insight from New York’s judges and the Unified
Court System with constituents, stakeholders and anyone else who might have an interest in
these topics.” To learn more or to hear the interviews, please visit www.nycourts.gov/admin/amici
or contact John at 518-453-8669 or jcaher@nycourts.gov.
All previous annual reports of local committees are available online in the Publications section of
the website. Other publications including the recently updated Lawyer’s Manual on Domestic
Violence are available there as well. www.nycourts.gov/ip/womeninthecourts/publications.shtml
Judge Ellerin adjourned the meeting to a networking lunch.

Sanctuary for Families Economic Empowerment Program
Hon. Judy Harris Kluger
JKluger@sffny.org

Sanctuary for Families Mission
Dedicated to the safety, healing and self-determination of victims of gender
violence. Through comprehensive services for our clients and their children, and
through outreach, education and advocacy, we strive to create a world in which
freedom from gender violence is a basic human right.
Core Competencies
 Client centered approach through direct services, outreach & training, and
systems change advocacy
• $20.1 million budget
• 200 employees
• Serve 15,000 survivors annually
• Engage over 2,000 volunteers
Locations
Sanctuary serves clients out of 19 locations in 4 boroughs.
Our Clients
Our clients come from 140 different countries:
•
•
•
•

94% are NYC residents
87% live in poverty
76% of adult clients are immigrants
Sanctuary staff speak over 30 languages in order to communicate with our
diverse community

Economic Empowerment Program
Comprehensive Workforce Development Program:
• In-house career readiness and office technology training
• 150 graduates last year

• 88% completion rate
• Average salary of $13.71/hour
• Additional services include:
• Internship placements
• Employment referrals
• Education scholarships
• Transit pass
• Stipends
• Childcare
Barriers to a Living Wage
Professional Skills/Experience Barriers
• Lack of work history or experience
• Lack of sector-specific skills
• Lack of basic computer skills
Educational Barriers
• Low literacy levels
• Limited or no English language proficiency
• Lack of high school equivalency or college
Abuse-Related Clinical Barriers
• Trauma
• Low self-esteem
Poverty-Related Barriers
• Lack of childcare and food
• Homelessness or substandard housing
• Reliance on public benefits for survival
Sanctuary’s integrated network of in-house clinical, legal, and shelter services
supported program completion

Continue to next page.

The Seven Career Keys Approach

The EEP Program Model

EEP Program Growth

Outcomes 2011 - 2015

Employer Engagement
The Career Advancement Network (CAN)
A volunteer network of professionals that provide clients with:
• job and internship opportunities
• career advisors and mentors
• donations of business attire and other program needs.
Internships
• Sanctuary partners with more than 30 private sector, nonprofit, and public
employer partners.

Sanctuary’s Wrap-Around Services
Legal
• Largest legal center in the country exclusively dedicated to serving
survivors of gender violence
• 48 staff members
• 500 pro bono attorneys
• Served over 3,000 adults and children last year
Clinical
• 60 staff members, including MSWs and support staff
• Served over 1,200 adults and children last year
• Services include:
• Individual and group counseling
• Crisis services and referrals
• DVIEP program
• Mentor’s Program
Shelters
•
•
•
•

4 emergency shelters
Sarah Burke House transitional shelter
505 adults and children served annually
On-site support services include:
• Childcare
• Counseling
• Housing
• Financial assistance
• Family activities

Children and Youth Services
• Counselors and childcare staff provide services to infants through 21year-olds
• Over 2,000 child/youth victims and witnesses received services last year

• Services include:
• Educational advocacy
• Tutoring
• Recreational activities
• Afterschool Enrichment Program
Outreach, Training & Education
• We provide outreach, training and advocacy throughout the community
to increase awareness and prevention
• Last year, we reached over 40,000 community members
• We train service providers, law enforcement, judges, court personnel,
faith leaders, teachers, medical professionals and many others
Keep up with Sanctuary:
 Facebook: /sanctuaryforfamilies
 Twitter:
@sffny
@judykluger
 Web:
sanctuaryforfamilies.org

Economic Empowerment – Financial Planning
Gary Schwartz and Rochelle Odesser
Madison Planning Group
rodesser@madisonplanning.com
800-222-2091

Special Challenges for Women
 Women Live Longer Than Men
 High Likelihood of Women Living on Their Own
 Women More Likely to Take Career Breaks for Caregiving
 Women Generally Earn Less
Retirement Savings Challenges for Women
 Accounting for Inflation
 Impact of Health-Care Costs in Retirement
 How Long Will Retirement Last?
 Where Will Retirement Income Come From?
 Impact of Taxes
 Social Security Basics
 Employer Pension Basics
 Identifying the “Gap”
 Potential Factors Working Against Women
 Saving a Little Could Mean a lot in Retirement
 Tax-Advantaged Savings Vehicles
 Dealing with Shortfall
Women & Money: Charting a Financial Course





Plan Ahead
Seek Advice
Make Informed Decisions
Adjust as Life Changes

Gary and Rochelle are available to speak to Gender Fairness Committees statewide at no charge
and will assist participants with one free financial plan. Madison Planning electronically
publishes a newsletter. Email Rochelle at the address above if you would like to be on their
email list.

Immigration and the New York State Courts
Joanne Macri, NYS Office of Indigent Legal Services
Joanne.Macri@ils.ny.gov

ADVERSE IMMIGRATION CONSEQUENCES:
WHAT WE KNOW…
 NOT ALWAYS IMMEDIATELY APPARENT
 RANGES IN SEVERITY AND IMPACT
•
•
•
•

Delay in adjudication of immigration applications;
Denial of immigration benefits; and/or
Referral to immigration court for removal from the U.S.
If ordered removed, permanent expulsion from the U.S. is likely

 NOTICE RECOMMENDED FOR “INFORMED” AND “VOLUNTARY”
DECISIONS

WHO CAN BE REMOVED?

• LAWFUL PERMANENT RESIDENT
• (i.e., “Green Card Holders”)

ADMITTED

• REFUGEES & ASYLEES
NOT ADMITTED
• (i.e., Those granted humanitarian protection in U.S.)
• NONIMMIGRANTS
• (ex. temporary visitors, students, workers)

ADMITTED

• UNDOCUMENTED
NOT ADMITTED
• (ex. entered the U.S. without being inspected and admitted)

= SUBJECT TO REMOVAL FROM THE U.S.

INEFFECTIVE ASSISTANCE OF COUNSEL CLAIMS
Padilla v. Commonwealth of Kentucky 599 U.S. __ (2010); (Docket No. 08-651)
•

6th Amendment guarantee of effective assistance requires defense counsel to
provide affirmative, competent advice to a noncitizen defendant regarding the
immigration consequences of a guilty plea, and, absent such advice, a noncitizen
may raise a claim of ineffective assistance of counsel.

*Includes offenses that are sealed
WHAT IS A “CONVICTION” FOR IMMIGRATION PURPOSES?
“Conviction” (8 USC §1101(a)(48)(A), INA §101(a)(48)(A)):
FORMAL JUDGMENT OF GUILT entered by a court;
or
IF ADJUDICATION HAS BEEN WITHHELD, where:
a. A judge or jury has found the alien guilty or the alien has entered a plea of
guilty or nolo contendere or has admitted sufficient facts to warrant a finding of
guilt;

and
b. The judge has ordered some form of punishment, penalty, or restraint on the
alien’s liberty to be imposed.

WHICH NEW YORK DISPOSITIONS ARE “CONVICTIONS” ?

IDENTIFYING EXAMPLE TRIGGERS OF ADVERSE IMMIGRATION CONSEQUENCES
 Matrimonial Proceeding – (i.e. divorce)
 Custody Proceeding – (i.e. custody and child support)
 Family Court Proceedings – (i.e., violations of orders of protection)
 Family Court Proceedings – (i.e., contempt rulings resulting in confinement)
 Juvenile Delinquency/PINS Proceeding – (i.e., findings and admissions of conduct)
EXAMPLE: JUVENILE DELINQUENCY/PINS PROCEEDINGS
 FAMILY COURT TRIGGERING EVENT:
•

Juvenile court dispositions and findings in PINS proceedings that result in
conduct-based findings and/or admissions

 IMMIGRATION CATALYST:
•

Applications for immigration benefits, soliciting conduct-based information (i.e.,
“habitual drunkard,” “prostitute,” and/or seller or smuggler of “controlled
substances, illegal drugs, or narcotics)

•

Interaction with immigration authorities (i.e., CBP and USCIS securing
information regarding “good moral character” and admissibility)

 IMMIGRATION ADVERSE CONSEQUENCES:
•

Ranges from delay and/or denial of immigration benefits to possible
inadmissibility and removal from the U.S. (i.e., if findings support “conduct-based”
grounds, which include “engaging in” prostitution, involvement in drug trafficking
and/or drug abuse, finding of mental health conditions, engagement in sexual
offense activities and making false claims to U.S. citizenship.)

N-400, APPLICATION FOR NATURALIZATION (p. 15 and 16 of 21)

EXAMPLE: MATRIMONIAL PROCEEDING – DIVORCE
 FAMILY COURT TRIGGERING EVENT:
•

Divorce proceedings involving a U.S. citizen and noncitizen
spouse/children with immigration status dependent on marital status
marital status

 IMMIGRATION CATALYST:
•

Immigration Applications: Form I-751, Joint Petition to Remove
Conditions; Form N-400, Application for Naturalization or renewal of other
immigration applications (ex. EAD or Form I-94, Departure Record)

•

Interaction with immigration authorities (i.e., CBP inspection)

 IMMIGRATION ADVERSE CONSEQUENCES:
•

Ranging from delay and/or denial of immigration benefit to possible
removal from the United States

FORM I-751, JOINT PETITION TO REMOVE CONDITIONS INSTRUCTIONS (p. 6 of 10)

EXAMPLE: CUSTODY PROCEEDING – CUSTODY AND CHILD SUPPORT
 FAMILY COURT TRIGGERING EVENT:
•

An order or finding of a noncitizen parent’s failure to pay child support or a
change in his/her custody of a child

 IMMIGRATION CATALYST:

•

•

Immigration Applications: Form N-400, Application for Naturalization; I-485,
Application to Adjust Status and other applications that request information
regarding information of family members and their residence, conduct-based
questions and/or are dependent on providing child support as an act of “good
moral character”

•

Interaction with immigration authorities (i.e., EOIR and USCIS waivers of
inadmissibility requiring “extreme hardship” to family members)

IMMIGRATION ADVERSE CONSEQUENCES:
•

Ranging from denial of immigration benefits, waivers and/or removal from the
U.S.

N-400, APPLICATION FOR NATURALIZATION (p. 16 of 21)

Advances in Addressing Human Trafficking
Lauren Hersh, Sanctuary for Families
Lhersh@sffny.org

Anti-Trafficking Advocacy in New York State
Trafficking 101:
● Human trafficking is the fastest growing criminal enterprise in the world
● Profit is high; risks are low
● Like any market- demand drives supply. No buyer, no business…
Global Exploitation
Dynamics of the sex trade – Accountability for the real criminals
DISTRIBUTION

Traffickers - “Pimps”

SUPPLY
The SOLD People in Prostitution

DEMAND
Buyers - “Johns”

New York State Anti-Trafficking Legislation – Taking a Look at the History
Effecting a paradigm shift: the old approach
● Stigmatizing and blaming people in prostitution
● Ignoring the harm they have experienced
● Arresting and prosecuting them
● Conferring impunity on their exploiters: johns, pimps, and traffickers.
Sex trafficking and demand
● The demand of prostitution buyers provides the economic incentive for sex
trafficking.

● There is growing consensus that addressing “demand” is key to the
prevention of sex trafficking.
● NYS law recognized this by raising the penalty for patronizing from a B to an
A misdemeanor.
New York State’s original anti-trafficking law
● Passed in 2007.
● Created new felony-level crimes of sex and labor trafficking involving
coercion (drugging victim, lying to victim, confiscating victim’s ID, using
debt bondage, using physical force, instilling fear).
● Increased penalties for prostitution buyers.
● Clarified that operating a sex tourism business is criminal promoting
prostitution.
● Rendered immigrant survivors eligible for NYS social services.
Safe Harbor Act
Previously child victims of sex trafficking in NYS were prosecuted as juvenile
delinquents or adult criminals and placed in juvenile or adult jails.
This law, enacted in 2008 and amended in 2013, ensures that trafficked minors
are not prosecuted but instead provided safe harbor and services for trauma.
New York State’s Vacature Law
● In 2010 NYS passed a groundbreaking law enabling trafficking survivors to
vacate prostitution convictions.
● Prosecutors have frequently joined in these applications.
● Pioneering judges have vacated not only prostitution convictions but also
other convictions that resulted from the victim’s exploitation.
TVPJA Advocacy Began in 2010
In working with trafficking survivors and law enforcement, we realized that the
current laws required improvement:

● Traumatized victims were required to testify in order to prosecute
traffickers
● Trafficking was a non-violent felony
● Penalties were less for buying sex from a minor than for statutory
rape of child the same age
● Language in penal law stigmatized people in prostitution
● There was no affirmative defense of trafficking to a prostitution
charge
What is the TVPJA?
Important provisions include:
● Makes sex trafficking a violent felony (when trafficker causes physical
injury or property damage)
● Increases penalties for Labor Trafficking
● Increases penalties for pimping a minor
● Recognizes that buying children for sex is child abuse
● Establishes trafficking as an affirmative defense to prostitution
● Eliminates the stigmatizing word “prostitute”
● Creates civil remedies to recover damages and attorney’s fees
against the perpetrator
● Enables prosecutors to use wiretaps for promoting prostitution
The Campaign to Pass TVPJA:
● Legislative Awareness Days
● Press Conferences
● Phone calls to key legislators
● Facebook
● Twitter

Created New Allies:
● Survivor Leadership
● Youth Leadership
● Faith Based Leadership
● Outreach events
● A Day in the Life (Theatrical Performance)
Abolitionists are philanthropists, doctors, lawyers, social workers, students,
actors, business leaders, judges, teachers, political leaders, community organizers,
and survivors.
“Justice will not be served until those who are unaffected are as outraged as those
who are.” — Benjamin Franklin
To learn more about New York’s New Abolitionists, please visit
www.newyorksnewabolitionists.com
What do survivors think of TVPJA?
“As a survivor of sex trafficking, I can attest to the fact that traffickers and sex
buyers inflict severe trauma and pain which has long lasting effects on the victim’s
life. In NY, we need to bring to accountability those who do the exploiting, so that
others do not have to go through the nightmare I lived.” Iryna Makaruk, Survivor
TVPJA of 2015
Governor Cuomo signed the TVPJA into law on October 21, 2015
A Law is Only as Successful as the Implementation of that Law

BIOGRAPHY
Beverly Cooper Neufeld is the Founder and President of PowHer New York. To address the
slow progress on women’s economic issues, Ms. Neufeld envisioned PowHer New York: a
community working across typical barriers to connect people, energize a movement, and
accelerate progress. It is one of many innovative projects created by Beverly Cooper Neufeld,
President of BCN Consulting Group LLC, which helps nonprofits create change through
advocacy, programming, and organizational development.
“PowHerNY’s collaborative and holistic approach works because it reflects women’s values and
our understanding that everything is interconnected. Shifting the cultural paradigm, changing
long held beliefs and policies, and opening a wider path leading to economic well-being can only
be accomplished together.”
As President of the New York Women’s Agenda, Ms. Neufeld invigorated the 20-year old
institution with innovative programming, including and the New York Women’s Business
Principles Initiative and the Equal Pay Coalition NYC. She led the campaign for pay equity
reform, now a signature program of PowHer New York, which influenced the passage of the
NYS Women’s Equality Act and the NYS Equal Pay Act. Ms. Neufeld is a member of the national
Paycheck Fairness Taskforce and the steering committee of the 850 member, NYS Women’s
Equality Coalition.
As Executive Director of the White House Project she oversaw research on women’s leadership
and helped develop SheSource and Vote, Run, Lead. Ms. Neufeld was Finance Director for
Congresswoman Nita Lowey. Her board service includes 2020 Women on Boards, Free the
Children, Sing for Hope, Women’s Campaign Forum, and Westchester Children’s Association.

TO:

NYS Committee Members

FROM:
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RE:

May 23, 2016, NYS Committee Meeting Minutes

________________________________________________________________
The meeting was convened at 10:00 AM. Present were Hon. Betty Weinberg Ellerin, Hon.
Rosalie Bailey, Hon. Sylvia Hinds-Radix, Hon. Allen Hochberg, Hon. Judy Kluger, Caroline Levy,
Hon. Juanita Bing Newton, Hon. Marilyn O’Connor, Hon. Terry Ruderman, Fern Schair, Hon.
Denise Sher, Charlotte A. Watson, Judith White, and Cheryl Zimmer. Guests: Ron Younkins and
Beverly Neufeld.
Judge Ellerin welcomed everyone to the meeting and introduced Ron Younkins as the Executive
Director of the Office of Court Administration and a longtime friend of the Committee. She
mentioned just a couple of the projects she and Ron had worked on together and how invaluable
he has been in his role in the courts.
Ron began by recognizing the important work of the Committee and offered his appreciation for
all that the members are doing. He went into detail about three primary areas of interest to the
Committee and described what OCA has been doing. These areas were Children’s Centers,
Breastfeeding Accommodations, and Language Access.
CHILDREN’S CENTERS
Ron reported on the devastating budget cuts in 2011 that resulted in the closing of some Centers
and the reduction of hours in other locations. As a result, fewer children are being served. He
noted that recent budgets have barely kept pace with salaries.
The new Yonkers Family Court facility recently opened and included an expanded Children’s
Center that is about six times the size of the previous Center. He said there is a need for more
funding to allow for more hours of accessibility and that some programs are seeking outside
funding since OCA does not have the where-with-all in the current budget. The Nassau County
Family Court facility is being updated and will include a much improved Children’s Center. Also
Ulster and Oneida counties are being updated. Ron noted that over the last thirty years, the
leadership, dedication, and commitment of Judge Ellerin and Judge Judith Kaye have resulted in
many facilities being improved and including Children’s Centers.
Suffolk is the poster child for partnering with other organizations and raising funds to operate the
Center there. OCA is concerned about maintaining oversight of independently funded Centers.
Judge Ellerin believes the court system should be responsible for funding and urges OCA to
make this a top priority. Ron said the difficulty is that the legislature disagrees and sees the
Centers as babysitters. Cheryl Zimmer said the Family Court Act mandates there be a children's
waiting room.
Ron mentioned that some of the budget is dedicated to Civil Legal Services and other budget
commitments. Next year should be better because the amount of funds required to implement
the judges’ raises will be smaller. But there is not a rainbow in sight down the road. Charlotte
suggested that service providers might be enlisted to educate legislators on the need and the

depth of service that children and families receive by having a place and a program for children
waiting in court which can be very stressful.
Judge Newton asked if we can get the message to upstate security that children are allowed in
the courtroom. Ron said that efforts are ongoing with the challenge of those representatives not
being Unified Court System employees. County level courts are staffed by sheriffs deputies. City
courts use police officers. They are not trained by OCA. Judge Ellerin asked if someone from
the Court Officer Academy could be sent to provide training. Ron said that could be done. Judge
O’Connor suggested the local Gender Fairness Committee might be helpful. Charlotte suggested
maybe brief videos on different concerns could be distributed for roll call training for law
enforcement officers assigned to the courts.
BREASTFEEDING ACCOMMODATIONS
Ron reviewed policies and protocols and asked for the Committee to provide feedback. There
are two aspects - public and staff, and logistics and law. Court staff requirements fall under Labor
Law 206c and apply to all employers of any size or type. The law gives the right to the nursing
mother to return to work and to express milk up to 3 yrs. The employee must give notice. The
employer must give reasonable breaks to express milk. The law does not require pay be given
during the time taken for expressing milk, but the employee can make up time if possible.
Reasonable efforts are made to provide a private place. No discrimination or adverse action for
the breastfeeding person.
Logistically, it is easier to accommodate staff than the public. Planning for staff is very
predictable with a more definite timeline. HR has received no complaints. One District just called
to prepare for a returning employee. This topic regarding rights and requirements will be
addressed in an upcoming publication of HR Notes.
The demand for public breastfeeding accommodation is unpredictable. A different statute governs
requirements - Civil Rights Law 798. Any nursing mother has the right to breastfeed anywhere.
However, the law is silent on type of space or space requirement. The Court Officer Academy
training addresses the right of the nursing mother to breastfeed in the courthouse. OCA is
communicating with senior managers about the rights of the public and is attempting to identify
spaces for privacy. Children’s Centers may be used for breastfeeding. OCA is working on a New
York City project to provide better space.
Work is being done to educate staff. There have been a few instances upstate where security
didn't understand the policy and law. Corrective action has been taken in those instances. Judge
Newton mentioned that some attorneys coming to the Judicial Institute for CLE are breastfeeding,
but there is no dedicated space. Judge Kluger said if there's a will, there's a way. Locating
appropriate space to designate is challenging since the space is used infrequently. Judge
Newton commented that the way you give the message is important. Be flexible and aware of
policy.
LANGUAGE ACCESS
Ron reported that ten years ago an action plan was developed, and court Interpreters’
compensation doubled. An automated assignment system was created which ensures that where
available staff exists will be selected first, followed by per diem interpreters, and finally by
elsewhere. Five years later, another action plan was developed and the third one is in the works
to assess where we are now and where we are going. Upstate is more challenging due to

tremendous logistical issues. The early retirement offer, layoffs, and attrition since 2011, reduced
Unified Court System staffing by 2000 employees which includes interpreters. Progress has been
made with bilingual Orders of Protection in Family Court, particularly integrating into UCMS
Spanish, Chinese, Russian and other languages. The template allows other languages to be
developed. Working on Criminal Orders of Protection. This is a great benefit to the person
seeking the order and also to the respondent.
The pay scale is being reviewed. American Sign Language is particularly challenging. Thinking
about points of contact outside the courtroom and expanding use of in facility and LanguageLine.
The pilot was successful, and the project is being rolled out district by district. Fern noted that the
Committee is involved with getting more per diems to allow for more capacity to meet demand.
There is a need for many more per diem interpreters.
One challenge is the test is only administered once per year. It would be helpful to put info on the
website for prep. Of those who show up to take the test, 60% fail. Fern said maybe there should
always be a test online that could be taken anytime, or alternatively test 3-4 times per year. Ron
said creating online testing requires thinking about logistics. He said OCA had put sample
questions online, but they were difficult to locate since the court’s website is vast. The website
now has more questions and they are easier to find.
Judge Ellerin registered a concern about the cultural background of the interpreter and how that
impacts the quality of interpretation. This has been a concern at outset and is difficult to address.
Fern suggested better ethics training. Judge Newton said it seems to be improving, and there
needs to be ongoing training of judges to use more plain language. Ron mentioned bench cards
and scripts that are provided to judges. Ethics training. Easy for court staff, but Department of
Labor standards challenging around employment. Judge Ellerin noted that meeting the rigorous
demands of providing language access is not an easy job, but Ron and OCA are fulfilling the
responsibility very well.
Charlotte mentioned that in the next five years, technology may provide significant tools to
address language access and gave the example of gloves that were recently developed to allow
the wearer to speak in sign language while a computer simultaneously translates the gestures
into audible speech output. Fern noted that Blue Ridge Labs @ Robin Hood fellows created a
project this summer with Civil Legal Services. One project is on interpreters. Pro Bono firms
sometimes avoid non-English speaking clients.
A major problem is ascertaining if people need an interpreter. If asked, they often say no
because they assume they would need to pay. People will say they speak English when they
don't. Judge Sher cited Hindu situation as example. Judy White is working with the Women's Bar
to find interpreters. Judge Kluger said she was surprised LanguageLine is still so expensive
given how long they have been in operation and the great expansion in the number of users.
Ron said OCA is also looking at the outside the courtroom need for interpreters, especially
entities where litigants are referred. Civil Legal Services contracts are factoring in capacity for
languages. Judge Kluger mentioned that at Sanctuary for Families, more than one language is
incentivized in hiring. Caroline Levy said there remains a need in Supreme and Family courts.
Judge Ellerin noted that there is also a big need in criminal and housing courts as well as
Children’s Centers.

Charlotte mentioned that the need for an interpreter had been raised by the Matrimonial SubCommittee in regard to the necessity of an interpreter when completing the Asset Assessment
form. A prior discussion revealed that a grant of approximately $30,000 would allow for pro bono
attorneys in the Matrimonial Project to utilize LanguageLine for this limited purpose. More
information will be provided to Ron on this. Judge Ellerin thanked Ron for speaking with the
Committee and noted that all of this has been accomplished due to his commitment and his
efforts.
PAY EQUITY & ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT FOR WOMEN
Beverly Neufeld is the president of PowHer New York. Her bio is attached. For more information
on PowHer New York, visit www.powherny.org. For more information on women in the
workplace, visit the National Women’s Law Center Workplace webpage at
nwlc.org/issue/workplace/. Beverly distributed a copy of the National Women’s Law Center
Workplace Fairness Report on Progress in the States for Equal Pay which can be found online at
http://nwlc.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Progress-in-the-States-for-Equal-Pay-1.29.161.pdf
and is attached to these minutes. Beverly also provided the attached handout that covers much
of the content of her presentation in regard to the mission, priorities, and accomplishments of
PowHer New York.
Beverly has been involved in a number of projects over the years that have looked at ways to
bridge women's issues and create effective change including NY Women's Agenda and the Equal
Pay Day Celebration. This began with a handful of women on the steps of City Hall wearing red
because women are in the red. It’s now a national movement. They came to realize that equal
pay was a narrow lens. Efforts broadened to address more issues to create economic equality.
PowHer New York is a statewide network committed to securing economic equality for New York
Women. It’s a public awareness and public engagement campaign. A lot of the work is done
online to meet the most people. A lot is happening all over country.
Beverly said the Judicial Committee on Women in the Courts has the potential to move this to the
next step as community leaders. She said accountants did not seek comparable worth under
equal pay. The legislature began looking at comparable worth but did not move forward. Doesn't
deal with implicit bias toward women. Deeply seated issue that will not go away with time.
Legislative work is being done around the country due to status of women in workplace breadwinners or co-breadwinners.
The desperate need for money and equal pay now is appreciated by men and women. It’s no
longer only a women's issue but a family issue. How do we help women. NYS is ahead
generally but is as bad as anywhere in the country when it comes to women of color. Unequal
pay is linked to poverty since two-thirds of low wage workers are women. Where to intervene.
Always comparing to highest group - white men.
A number of legislative intervention options were identified and used to create the ten point
Women's Equality Act. Passage of the Act was held up in the NYS Senate due to the provision
around reproductive health. The Senate unanimously passed 9 of the 10 items in separate,
individual bills. See attached packet for what the Titus bill covers.
While the pay equity provision became law on January 19, work continues on regulations to
implement the bill with challenges in defining how broad the regulations should be. They are
overly restrictive. For example, an employee would have to give written notice to be able to
discuss salary with others. The purpose of bill was to change culture in addition to the law. The

Commissioner of the Department of Labor wants to spread the word about the new law. There is
a new world of transparency online. The question is being asked why women and minorities are
not moving up. See attached packet for priorities.
Beverly said women's work is devalued and asked why a woman caring for children is paid less
than a person who mows the lawn, janitors, truckers. In looking at non-traditional jobs, there are
great apprenticeships, but women are not moving on to journeyman. In these jobs, women often
experience discrimination and sexual harassment.
There is work being done to create flexible work schedules and to prevent job applications from
inquiring about salary history. Over a lifetime, women lose $450,000-1,000,000. The average
woman out of college will get 9% less. The motherhood penalty is about 5% per child.
Motherhood is the largest cause of poverty for women. The wage gap grows larger the higher the
degree. Changes do not have to be legislative. Companies can change voluntarily but are
encouraged not to look because it could expose them to liability for past bad practice. The ABA
has a great video about implicit bias - unconscious bias.
Judge Ellerin noted the ABA was not a liberal, open-minded group when she served on the
House of Delegates. They have since had women presidents and officers, enlightened women in
leadership. Congratulate them by joining the ABA. Judge Ellerin asked how a statewide group
like ours could be helpful in the legislative area.
Beverly said a NYC bill passed requiring contractors to provide info about their board of directors.
The Small Business Agency will collect and report info. This is a good new law, but citizens are
unaware of it. The courts could play a role in raising awareness. Raising awareness about
pregnancy protection would be helpful. Work with people around the state. Need more help to
decided what we can do. ABetterBalance.org works to advance the rights of working families
including in ensuring paid sick leave. They could use legal help to gather info about laws and
impact.
Judge Kluger mentioned the Department of Labor rule where overtime threshold should be
recognized. Beverly said support is also needed in the effort to raise the minimum wage. Judge
Newton asked what efforts exists to re-order the balance of wages. The original Task Force
report required a review of court salaries, for example, secretaries vs court aides. She asked if
there shouldn't be a law requiring government to look at titles and how they are evaluated. Judge
Ellerin said we could gather a few examples to present to the powers that be.
Beverly mentioned the Hayes point system which has five different categories for evaluation that
equates value. Judge Ellerin said we can do this with many jobs across our system and asked
Judge Newton to make a list where there is a majority women vs men. Judge O’Connor said
transparency is always the bottom line and asked if there is any way to require transparency so
anyone asking can access the data. Beverly suggested looking at how women are represented
across titles. Comparable worth - similar jobs with different titles.
UPDATE ON DOMESTIC VIOLENCE & SEX TRAFFICKING
Because time was short, Judge Kluger just mentioned a couple of items to indicate current
challenges in the responses to both domestic violence and sex trafficking. She noted that there is
a growing movement away from a criminal justice response to domestic violence as it is being
conflated with the effort to combat mass incarceration. This point of view was presented by a
panel at the recent Fordham Conference on Domestic Violence. Some feel we shouldn’t be

arresting because women of color are distrustful of police. The alternative they suggest would be
to send batterers to peace circles and to have both parties meet in the peace circle with a circle
leader. Others feel this is taking us many steps backward, possibly endangering victims and
pushed to have a balanced presentation on the panel at the conference.
Out of seven presenters, only one represented any criminal justice system role. Linda Lopez
from Sanctuary’s Center for Battered Women’s Legal Services and Sojourner McCauley, a
survivor leader, were finally added to panel.
Judge Kluger said we don't want to go back to a place where we have been. It’s important our
voice be heard on this issue. We understand there are problems with police and there is room for
improvement. Need to have inter-generational response. When the question was asked about
what should happen when 911 is called, the question went unanswered.
Judge Ellerin said we will dedicate sufficient time at the next meeting for Judge Kluger to speak in
more detail about the conference and the New York Times article on prostitution where the words
“pimp” and “John” were missing. The article is available online at
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/05/08/magazine/should-prostitution-be-a-crime.html?_r=0 . Judge
Kluger said the people they serve in trafficking and prostitution are not volunteers. Buyers and
pimps should not be decriminalized. Those in prostitution should be. She said the New York
Times published Gloria Steinem’s letter to editor on May 23 available online at
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/05/22/magazine/the-5-816-issue.html. Many organizations have
stepped up to reply to the article. Last year, Amnesty International declared prostitution a
legitimate profession. A Coalition is being formed nationally to counter this view.
FUTURE MEETING DATES
Meeting dates for the rest of year were set as follows:
June 27, September12, October 31, and December 12. Regular meetings are 10 – Noon. The
2017 annual meeting is scheduled for March 13, 2017, 8:30 – 2:00. All meetings will be held at
the New York City Bar Association.
Meeting adjourned.

TO:

NYS Committee Members

FROM:

Charlotte A. Watson

RE:

June 27, 2016, NYS Committee Meeting Minutes

________________________________________________________________
The meeting was convened at 10:00 AM. Present were Hon. Betty Weinberg Ellerin, Hon.
Rosalie Bailey, Maria Cortese, Elizabeth Cronin, Hon. Matthew D’Emic, Hon. Allen Hochberg,
Hon. Deborah Kaplan, Caroline Levy, Hon. Juanita Bing Newton, Hon. Marilyn O’Connor, Hon.
Denise Sher, Hon. John Sweeny, Charlotte A. Watson, and Cheryl Zimmer. Guests: Lauren
Hersh and Linda Lopez.
Judge Ellerin opened the meeting welcoming everyone and going around the room for
introductions and announcements.
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE: CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS
Judge Ellerin introduced Linda Lopez, Deputy Director of Sanctuary for Families Center for
Battered Women’s Legal Services to speak on current domestic violence concerns. Linda’s bio is
attached.
Linda focused her remarks on the current trend toward a transformative or restorative system in
response to domestic violence, noting the push against engaging with the criminal justice system.
Restorative justice is not clearly defined. Suggestions have been made regarding the use of
peace circles instead of batterer programs and running to the local bodega instead of calling the
police. This new push is troubling as it advocates for moving away from the criminal justice
system and holding perpetrators accountable.
The main argument made by proponents of restorative justice is the criminal justice system is
inherently racist and classist. However, it is not accurate to say that those sitting in jails are
domestic violence perpetrators. The argument conflates the serious problem of mass
incarceration, particularly of people of color with domestic violence perpetrators.
It is unusual for domestic violence perpetrators to be incarcerated. They are usually charged with
a misdemeanor and spend at most 1-2 nights in jail if at all. They are often placed in anger
management programs, even though most domestic violence is not about an inability to control
anger. This does not result in greater accountability for the perpetrator and may not be
responsive to what the victim wants. It amounts to a slap on the wrist and an inadvertent
message to the perpetrator and the victim that the behavior is not taken seriously.
Linda cited a sign she saw recently in a taxi that stated “assaulting a taxi driver is punishable by
up to 25 years in jail.” This sent a simple, clear message. This clear message is not given to
domestic violence perpetrators. The message to these perpetrators is there are very minimal
consequences for the behavior.
Restorative justice doesn't address this issue. The perpetrator rarely accepts responsibility, is
willing to commit perjury on the stand, and lie about or minimize past behavior often while shifting
the blame to the victim. Even if the violence was perpetrated in front of the children, there is very
little, if any, acknowledgement they have engaged in domestic violence.

Restorative justice, as in other treatment oriented modalities, assumes the perpetrator will
acknowledge and want to move toward changing the behavior. Instead of accepting
responsibility, we see the perpetrator usually exhibiting very strong denial and initiating an
asserted campaign to discredit the victim. One example is through filing bogus child abuse
reports such as the client whose perpetrator filed 7 ACS claims against her as part of a smear
campaign.
A more appropriate response would be to step up engagement with more arrests and stronger
prosecution. Send a clear message this is a crime, and there will be consequences. Linda closed
by remembering the hostility victims once experienced in the court as they were characterized as
airing dirty laundry. Judges are now more engaged, sympathetic, and understanding. Most clients
say they don't come forward because they fear no one will believe them. They are told by
batterers the system is not meant to protect them. Victims want courts and police officers to take
a more assertive role. Victims report giving up when police officers fail to respond assertively.
Please take crimes seriously. Send a clear message that there are serious ramifications including
jail time. The argument that mass incarceration is related to domestic violence is not our
experience.
Judge Ellerin asked if there were any studies indicating the efficacy of restorative justice
programs. Linda said, to date, empirical data indicates they do not work to end the violent and
controlling behavior. These programs, as in other types of treatment programs, only work if you
join voluntarily because you want help. The programs are mandated. Most average 16 weeks in
duration while some go for 26 or 52 weeks depending on the mandate and the program structure.
Judge Sweeny compared the entrenched behavior to that of sexual offenders. Linda agreed that
the recidivism rate is very high. Elizabeth Cronin noted, as a former prosecutor, many victims
refuse to follow through and asked if there is a place for movement.
Linda agreed that this is one of the arguments used, however, victims don't cooperate because
they are afraid. They don't see that jail time will be significant if they participate. There is a
general culture of blaming the victim. Evidence based prosecution is encouraged along with more
support for the victim if (s)he decides to testify.
Judge Newton said this is an African American issue, and maybe something other than jail would
be helpful. Coming at it in a different way may not be misguided, just coming at it differently.
People may not want to be involved in an unfair, unjust system. The victim may want some other
type of resolution. Jail alone may not be the answer.
Linda said it is a Latino issue as well. What the system is inadvertently doing is decriminalizing
domestic violence against women of color. They are not being protected by police as they should
be. 911 is less responsive in communities of color. While people of color are disproportionately
incarcerated, that doesn't mean they are incarcerated for domestic violence.
Judge Ellerin noted the percentage of men incarcerated for domestic violence is minimal. She
mentioned how Linda Mills’ book blames the victim. What should a woman do? Linda Mills
latched onto Black Lives Matter movement and saw a way to support her notion that women are
the progenitors.
Judge Newton said she was not in disagreement and noted the system is not at its best when
addressing black or Latino women. While the women are reaching out for something, they may
want something different because the system hasn’t been responsive. Linda said there is a need
to change the system so it is responsive to all women.

Judge Ellerin inquired about the police response. Linda indicated they reach out to police, call
police, and advocate for the victim. As a movement, we believe in engaging with the police.
Judge Kaplan noted that NYPD Chief Holmes has regular DOMCAST meetings with precinct
commanders to review all numbers. She calls them up to explain the numbers and answer
questions such as, Why the slow response time? If out on a warrant, why didn't you call? Judge
Kaplan said she will take the info up the chain of command if Linda gives her info. This takes the
info beyond the precinct level. Judge Ellerin noted that some police officers are abusers. The
rate is higher than the general population.
Judge O’Connor said she can remember when you had to make a choice between Family and
criminal court. There was no possibility of jail. The term domestic violence minimizes the word
violence. She objected to use of the term domestic. She said the only way to get funding was to
use the term. In her experience, she has found the violence to constitute assault. The ADA
should be prosecuting and not require the victim to be the front person. She said there are
problems with witnesses in every criminal case. It is re-victimization to blame the victim. There
has to be jail as a consequence for perpetrating domestic violence.
Judge O’Connor asked about the demographics of cases. In Monroe county, more whites are
arrested than people of color. They don't go to jail there either. She has seen the broken bones
and murders, but even for murder, a lesser charge. She said it’s a disgrace that we are still
treating this as anything other than assault. There should be signs in the bathroom warning of the
penalty for a domestic violence related assault like Linda saw in the taxi.
Judge Ellerin recalled how it was heard as just a domestic case. She hoped we had
advanced. Judge O’Connor noted that more high profile cases put domestic violence in the news.
The outcomes of these cases show we don't want to hold celebrities or the wealthy accountable.
Judge D’Emic said we have to go back to beginning. People forget why we have DV court in the
first place. He gave an example. As a DV judge, his job changed drastically. Empirically, it was
shown that these perpetrators are dangerous. He would have compliance hearings. Batterer
intervention programs were used as a condition of bail, which over time, was found to be useless.
New prosecutors don't have historical reference. A femicide is not really seen as a murder
because the parties were married. He said there was some validity to Linda's point. In
misdemeanor cases he has heard, it’s possible that maybe a third aren't true batterers. In felony
cases, there is a responsibility to assure victim safety.
Maria talked about the DV complaint room in the DAs office. In the Bronx, they use vertical
prosecution. They see a problem because the alleged offenders aren't in jail and start pressuring
the victim right away. They use evidence based prosecution and treat every case like a homicide.
They make the case without the victim. The relationship between the offender and the victim in
these cases is complicated due to entanglements around financial and emotional bonds, support,
and immigration status.
Judge Ellerin asked Judge D’Emic about the current practices of the Kings county DAs office
under the newly elected DA. Judge D’Emic noted that there remains a good cadre of people,
including Michelle Kaminsky, who have been there a long time. However, younger prosecutors
forget the genesis of the whole thing and lose sight when the victim doesn't cooperate.
Judge Sweeny said this might be a statutory problem. If crimes are labeled “domestic” in the
statute, the law should be changed to remove that term and to treat the case the same as other

non-domestic crimes. Charlotte noted that the current statutory framework in criminal law does
not refer to a “domestic” assault. An assault is the same without regard to relationship. The
problem lies in the application of the law. Some crimes are classified also as “family offenses” for
the purpose of Family court access and adjudication.
Judge Newton said in misdemeanor cases, this is a good opportunity to review what's in place to
see if they make courts better. If the feeling among minority communities is that the system is not
helping, we need to talk with them to see what they think would work. Judge O’Connor said it
doesn't work for white women either because of traditional views of women. You can't say it's not
worse. Judge Newton disagreed.
Judge Ellerin asked if not sending the offender to jail led to a good result. Elizabeth said if
domestic violence starts with harassment and violations progressing to a misdemeanor, and
police respond, what's the solution? Linda replied that she rarely sees an order for 90 days of
incarceration. That would be an improvement. Judge O’Connor said we don't know what the
result would be because we’ve never done it. It would give the victim time. Civil orders don't
always rush to engage with the criminal system.
Charlotte recalled the testimony of a victim in Buffalo who testified before the Governor’s
Domestic Violence Fatality Review Commission. After presenting the litany of abuse she had
experienced and a number of criminal justice intervention failures including the failure to enforce
the order of protection, the court sentenced the offender to six months in jail for violating the order
of protection. Out of a concern that is often expressed about the potential negative impact on a
victim whose abuser is incarcerated, the witness at the hearing was asked about the impact of
the abuser’s incarceration on her and her children.
The witness stated, “Oh my gosh! In the summertime, I could open a window without any fear of
anybody being out there. What I would usually do, at nighttime, I stay up all night. In the hot
summer months, we sleep on the living room floor. More than that, we’ll have the one window
open. I’ll stay up and monitor and make sure he doesn’t come…. When they go to school, I sleep
between my jobs. It was so nice to just go home and open a window. It was great. My neighbors
must have thought I was crazy. I can open a window and no one cares. I can drive down the
street and no one is following me. It was the most marvelous feeling in the world.”
Elizabeth mentioned the John Jay program on gun violence and what guarantees a result of
failure. Linda noted that when you send a message that one type of crime is allowed; they feel
more open to committing other crimes. She cited the Orlando shooter as an example.
SEX TRAFFICKING: CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS
Judge Ellerin introduced Lauren Hersh who is the Co-Chair of the New York State Anti-Trafficking
Coalition, a founder of World Without Exploitation: A Movement to End Human Trafficking and
Sexual Exploitation, and Director of Anti-Trafficking Policy & Advocacy at Sanctuary for
Families. Lauren’s bio is attached. Lauren discussed the decriminalization of prostitution as it
has recently been in the news.
Lauren reported Amnesty International is calling for decriminalization of prostitution in its entirety.
The policy they published stated, “Amnesty International calls for the decriminalization of all
aspects of adult consensual sex work due to the foreseeable barriers that criminalization creates
to the realization of the human rights of sex workers. As described further in this policy, Amnesty
International considers that to protect the rights of sex workers, it is necessary not only to repeal
laws which criminalize the sale of sex, but also to repeal those which make the buying of sex from

consenting adults or the organization of sex work (such as prohibitions on renting premises for
sex work) a criminal offense.”
The New York Times recently published an article by Emily Bazelon titled, Should Prostitution Be
a Crime? Lauren suggested a more accurate phrasing would have asked should sex buying,
brothel keeping, and selling sex be legalized. The media is not engaging survivors and service
providers in their portrayal of the industry. Lauren reached out to Ms. Bazelon and asked if she
would speak with survivors. There was no reply. The vast majority of people showcased in the
article by Bazelon are not women of color while most seen in services and courts are women of
color.
The portrayal generated serious concerns about the representation in the New York Times.
Rachel Lloyd, Founder and CEO of GEMS wrote a letter to the editor stating, “Unfortunately the
voices left out of this piece are the women and girls who have not viewed this as “sex work” but
violent exploitation, the experiences of those under pimp control (over 90% of the 400 plus girls
and young women GEMS serves annually are or have been under the control of a pimp) and the
hundreds of women who have now begun to step out of the shadows to publically identify as
“survivors” of commercial sexual exploitation and trafficking.”
Lauren reported she is working with others to build a national movement called World Without
Exploitation. Survivors around the world were very upset by the Bazelon article. Lauren
mentioned the push to implement the Nordic model which has also been adopted in France and
Canada. This model criminalizes the buyer, pimps, and brothel keepers. She said Amnesty
argues decriminalizing all aspects of the sex industry will make trade safer by requiring condoms.
The reality born from places where prostitution has been legalized shows that where there is a
demand for sex without condoms, supply will be required. Amsterdam is considered a failed
experiment. They are beginning to close down certain sections and brothels. In New York City,
there has been a movement to decriminalize the sex trade through the City Bar Association’s Sex
and the Law Committee.
Judge Ellerin said reading the article instilled anger as it focused on a very small segment of
those engaging in prostitution and making money. Lauren confirmed that there are certainly a
few who make money, but not the vast majority. She reported the college women have huge
loans, are lured in, and quickly become prey.
Elizabeth said she was not sure how she felt about it until she read Paid For by Rachel Moran
which clearly showed how prostitution is commercialized sexual abuse. Some turn to addiction to
try to deal with the impact of it.
Allen said it makes people into property, a form of slavery. He was shocked 2-3 years ago when
he read a headline about bringing in sex workers to service people at the Super Bowl. Judge
O'Connor added that the same is true for political conventions.
Lauren said the vast majority of buyers are males with means. Women are vastly poor people of
color, traded as chattel. Elizabeth asked if we as a society say we condone prostitution. Linda
said the women and children suffer a tremendous amount of violence at the hands of pimps.
Lauren noted that for the buyers, a normalization of pornography is being played out. There is no
consent. Male violence against women is portrayed. Boys see this which becomes the
expectation of normal behavior. They play it out in college and other settings.

Elizabeth said porn gives a skewed view of sex. Charlotte noted that the average age of a boy
first seeing pornography is eleven. It’s now free and easily accessible on a cellphone. Boys
often are expecting to see very simple pornographic portrayals and instead land on a site filled
with “Gonzo” porn, an extremely violent form of pornography. See Gail Dines book, Pornland or
visit http://stoppornculture.org/.
Judge Newton noted that pornography is considered by some to be a major source of sex
education. She said there is a stark comparison with countries where the discussion about
sexuality is more open and thoughtful. It should be called something other than porn, perhaps
violence.
Lauren started hearing from women in New Zealand who were under pimp control and who
thought decriminalizing prostitution would make it safer. In fact, one of the women, Simone
Watson, submitted a letter to the editor in response to the New York Times article. Lauren read
the letter to the Committee since the New York Times did not publish it. “For survivors and
currently prostituted women in Australia and New Zealand, it was shocking to read all about our
situations from someone in the New York Times praising the NZ model and parts of Australia.
Ms. Bazelon was sent facts of our situation; the increase in sex-trafficking, the racism, the 4-fold
expansion in street prostitution in NZ, the 4-fold expansion of illegal brothels, the diminishing
rates of pay and bodily autonomy, the coerced decline in the use of condoms, the explosion in
child ‘prostitution’, the cesspools that NSW and Victoria in Australia have become and so on.
Despite this evidence, Ms. Bazelon chose to skew the article to the financial and political power of
the johns and pimps. She nods to the inevitability of harm but is committed not to change it. There
are deep flaws in the article but the blatant misrepresentation of our lives in Australia and New
Zealand is perhaps a place to start in an apology for this lack of journalistic integrity.”
Lauren said when we find a system not working, we back away and look for something else. We
need to make the system work by engaging with prosecutors, police, and our broader system.
Judge Ellerin asked if Simone’s statement was published by the New York Times. Lauren said it
was not published and that maybe three letters were published of the many that were submitted.
She said a number are being self-published and publicized through Medium, an online blog.
Charlotte mentioned that there are law review articles coming out that specifically criticize the
New York State Human Trafficking Intervention Courts under the misleading notion that people in
prostitution have to be arrested and sent by the court to be able to receive services. Lauren said
she had talked with women coming through courts who report the court experience as a life
changing intervention.
Elizabeth mentioned the City Bar Association Sex and the Law Committee is exploring or pushing
hard on a proposal to decriminalize prostitution. Judge Ellerin said she held more concern about
the impact of the New York Times article.
It was mentioned that Kate Mogulescu from Legal Aid is one of the authors or contributors to the
law review articles about the Human Trafficking Intervention Courts (HTIC) in New York. Lauren
replied that Kate was the only person interviewed by Ms. Bazelon in her podcast related to the
New York Times article she authored. Legal Aid represents women in the HTICs. It was noted
that Legal Aid also represents pimps. Judge Kaplan suggested the Committee invite Kate back to
update the Committee to learn more about what they're saying.

Caroline asked if there were any online forums to respond to the article. Lauren said only the
comments section on the article. Judge Ellerin expressed concern about the small number of
letters published.
World Without Exploitation, a newly formed national organization, is looking at how to create a
group of journalists to be more responsive. Kristoff tends to not be reactive. Need to have
journalists who will sit down with survivors. Performance art might be a useful venue.
Judge Ellerin thanked the invited guests and said we view them both as partners.
FLEX TIME
Judge Ellerin mentioned a concern about flex time, a shared time program in the court system
instituted by Judge Lippman many years ago. This program has been very helpful in allowing
women to maintain employment while taking care of their child or an ailing parent or to address
other needs. She said it’s come to her attention that this very important program may be being
quietly ended. She is going to discuss this with Judge Marks.
Judge Newton asked if the change might be related to previous layoffs. Judge Ellerin said it
apparently changed this year. She noted that if you allow flex time, you usually have far greater
productivity.
Caroline mentioned a similar change in practice under Kathleen Rice when she was the Nassau
County District Attorney. Elizabeth noted that under Jeanine Pirro, when she was the
Westchester District Attorney, that flex time was not allowed.
Judge Newton said that if Chief Judge DiFiore’s Excellence Initiative looks at operational issues,
at the end of the day, this would be a prime time to show that job sharing is not a negative.
Judge Marks assigned Barry Clark to gather statistics on how women are being paid by
comparing grades. This has also been brought to the attention of the New York State Women's
Bar President.
FUTURE MEETING DATES
Meeting dates for the rest of year are as follows: September12, October 31, and December 12.
Regular meetings are 10 – Noon. The 2017 annual meeting is scheduled for March 13, 2017,
8:30 – 2:00. All meetings will be held at the New York City Bar Association.
Meeting adjourned.
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The meeting was convened at 10:00 AM. Present were Hon. Betty Weinberg Ellerin, Hon.
Rosalie Bailey, Maria Cortese, Hon. Matthew D’Emic, Hon. Allen Hochberg, Caroline Levy, Maria
Logus, Hon. Renee Minarik, Hon. Denise Sher, Hon. John Sweeny, Charlotte A. Watson, and
Cheryl Zimmer. Guests: Hon. Sherry Klein Heitler and Dan Weitz.
Judge Ellerin opened the meeting welcoming everyone and going around the room for
introductions and announcements.
CHILDREN’S CENTERS
Judge Ellerin introduced Dan Weitz to bring the Committee up to date on Children’s Centers. Dan
serves as the OCA Deputy Director of the Division of Professional and Court Services under
Nancy Mangold. In addition to other duties, this unit handles legal services funding and other
contracts, including contracts for Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) and Children's Centers.
Dan reported that funding for Children’s Centers is improving a little each year to cover increases
in the cost of living.
Judge Ellerin and Dan met with Manhattan District Attorney Cy Vance to secure funding to
restore a Children’s Center in Manhattan to serve the criminal and civil courts. Space has been
identified at 111 Centre Street. DA Vance agreed to provide a grant to cover capital and
operational expenses for five years.
The recently opened, upgraded Yonkers Family Court is very well appointed and needs furniture
for the Children’s Center and more ways for funding. Dan reported it costs up to $120,000 per
year to operate a Center. Caroline and Cheryl talked about how the Suffolk Children’s Center
raises funds for their operation since losing all OCA funding.
Judge Ellerin suggested Caroline be in contact with Judge Renee Minarik to share ideas and that
Caroline and Cheryl write a prospectus with a focus on the main needs, prioritizing a Family Court
setting, and share with Dan to see where we can find funding opportunities.
OCA will be re-purposing surplus computers to provide them for children to use while in the
Children’s Center. The OCA Department of Technology is working with Children’s Centers
statewide to address the need.
Judge Ellerin reported on the need for courthouse lactation rooms and that Chief Administrative
Judge Larry Marks understands the issue and the need to provide appropriate space.
OFFICE OF POLICY & PLANNING (OPP)
Judge Ellerin introduced Hon. Sherry Klein Heitler who serves as the OCA Chief of Policy and
Planning. Judge Heitler indicated there are over 300 Problem Solving Courts (PSC) across the
state. These courts focus on addressing core needs of defendants and resolving their cases with
a reduced criminal record or no criminal record. These specialized courts include drug court,
DWI court, veterans court, adolescent diversion court, foreclosure court, and human trafficking

intervention courts (HTICs). These courts build partnerships with community stakeholders and
service providers to develop rehabilitative programs for defendants.
Judge Heitler told the story of a defendant who graduated from the Brooklyn drug court. The 21year-old speaker began using drugs at age 15, and then was in prostitution. Her father was
happy she was in jail because he knew where she was and that she was safe. She failed the
court program twice, hit rock bottom, and called for help. This time she succeeded. She had
probably been in jail 15-16 times and will probably be okay now. She said some make it and
some don't.
Judge Heitler said Dan Weitz is helpful in finding funding opportunities for providers. It requires a
coming together of all players, DA, court, judge, providers, and probation.
Judge Heitler reported these specialized courts, on a statewide basis, have seen about 10,000
cases coming through their doors. The DAs are key gatekeepers. She noted that people who
purchase sex are not being brought into the courts. Human Trafficking Intervention Courts
(HTIC) treat prostituted people as victims and get them into services, e. g., ESL, housing. Many
do not have a prior address. Many are suffering from physical and or mental trauma. Some are
purposely drugged to keep them dependent. They are subject to fraud. The HTIC works to help
them connect with the help needed to turn around.
The Office of Policy and Planning (OPP) is trying to find different ways to respond to people who
are in our system that is more humane and more effective. Every day is exciting because there is
something new to think about. Judge Heitler is impressed with the dedication of colleagues
involved in wanting to make it work.
Judge Sweeny asked about the possibility of creating a countywide hub court for veterans using a
designated Town or Village Court or merging a veterans court with a drug court. Judge Ellerin
suggested speaking with the Association of Town and Village Court Magistrates and get them as
a group to agree.
Judge Heitler also mentioned she is trying to reform bail conditions for the St. Regis Mohawk tribe
who live on the reservation and do not own their own homes.
In terms of the success of the problem solving courts, Judge Heitler said defendants do great if
they finish the program. If 1,000 defendants are offered the program at the outset, of those who
complete the program, 70% are successful. Some defendants face special issues, e. g.,
immigration, lack of childcare, a concern about losing their children if they seek mental health or
drug treatment, issues that very often affect women. Judge Ellerin indicated that DAs have
complained about extraordinary difficulties with getting victims to testify. Maria Cortese noted
there are different issues in different courts. The point at which success is measured is
important, one year out, five years out.
Judge Sher asked if OCA has looked into Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) as an adjunct to
trials. Judge Heitler replied that in civil, personal injury cases, generally the answer is yes and
that Dan Weitz is a terrific resource for ADR.
Judge Ellerin noted the very recent passing of Judge Michael Nadel who had been a very valued,
longtime member of the Committee.

Judge Ellerin noted what a difference a few years make in bringing to the table issues that in the
past had been ignored. We are grateful to Judge Jonathan Lippman for creating many of these
courts.
OPEN DISCUSSION
Judge Ellerin asked members to be prepared to discuss what issues they would like to stress in
the year ahead.
Judge Sweeny mentioned the upcoming Family Violence Task Force seminar in White Plains on
September 21 and in Rochester on September 22. It’s open to all UCS employees.
There was a question about what the NYS Office for the Prevention of Domestic Violence
(OPDV) does. The current executive director is Gwen Wright. For detailed information about
OPDV, visit http://www.opdv.ny.gov/index.html.
Cheryl asked if the Committee has looked at issues related to the elderly and
guardianship. Judge Kaplan can speak to that at the next meeting. Cheryl noted women are
often caretakers and suggested we may need to hear from Guardian and Fiduciary Services as
well. It was said that there are so many issues, e. g., women in military, campus rape, and sexual
assault in general. Some of these issues are beyond the scope of the Committee’s mandate.
Judge Ellerin mentioned supervised visitation. Judge Carol Sherman has worked with the
community to create a supervised visitation program in the Bronx. This may be a model on which
to expand or replicate. Cheryl said this is a great topic for local committees to look at involving
the supervising judge of the Family Court and potential supervised visitation service providers.
Judge Ellerin recalled that Judge Minarik and Judge O’Connor put together a template for an
educational sex trafficking program that was very successful and copied by the National
Association of Women Judges. It is helpful to provide local committees with a template. Cheryl
and Caroline will work on this.
There was a brief discussion about human trafficking and the courts. There have been articles
suggesting that having human trafficking courts encourages the arrest of prostituted people.
Maria Cortese said sometimes the ADAs advocate more for the victim than the defense
attorney. Maria Logus reported on a program she sat in on at Thistle Farms in Nashville
(http://thistlefarms.org/). She said everything is about housing. There were repeated questions
regarding what is being done about the trafficker.
The courts are not seeing any increase in arrest of pimps or johns. Maria Cortese said it’s difficult
to prove pimping and those cases often fall under the investigations unit and are handled more as
financial crimes. Judge Ellerin noted that victims are often children which is statutory rape that is
not difficult to prove.
Judge Ellerin asked everyone to bring ideas next time for planning the annual meeting.
FUTURE MEETING DATES
Meeting dates for the rest of year are as follows: October 31 and December 12. Regular
meetings are 10 – Noon. The 2017 annual meeting is scheduled for March 13, 2017, 8:30 – 2:00.
We will look at scheduling a regular meeting in January during Bar Week. All meetings will be
held at the New York City Bar Association.
Meeting adjourned.

Biographies
HON. JOHN M. LEVENTHAL was appointed on January 25, 2008, by Governor Eliot Spitzer as an Associate Justice
of the Appellate Division, Second Judicial Department to hear civil and criminal appeals. Justice Leventhal was
first elected to the Supreme Court, Second Judicial District in1994 and re-elected in 2008. From June 1996 to
January 2008, Justice Leventhal presided over the nation’s first felony Domestic Violence Court. The ADV Court@
was cited for its practices at the Northeast States Domestic Violence Registry Conference in November 1997 and
has been observed by jurists and court administrators from New York and other states as well as from other
countries. From 2001 to January, 2008, Justice Leventhal also presided over a guardianship part for alleged
incapacitated persons. This assignment required the supervision of the management of assets, medical
malpractice and personal injury awards as well as other economic issues concerning incapacitated individuals.
Prior to his election to the bench, Justice Leventhal was in private practice from 1982 until 1994 specializing in
criminal and civil litigation and appeals. He is a frequent lecturer on evidence, domestic violence, elder abuse,
guardianship, foreclosures and other topics before Bar Associations, law schools, civic groups, court
administrators and governmental agencies.
In 2015, he received the Brooklyn Bar Associations Annual Award “For Outstanding Achievement in the Science
of Jurisprudence and Public Service.” In 2009, he was given the Brooklyn Law School Alumni of the Year Award.
In 2008, he received the Distinguished Achievement Medal from the New York State Free and Accepted Masons,
the Brooklyn Women=s Bar Association Beatrice M. Judge Recognition Award Afor outstanding service to the
women of the Bar, to the community and the law@ and the New York Board of Rabbis and Dayenu Voices of
Valor AElijah Award@ for male leadership in ending Domestic Violence and the National College of District
Attorneys= Stephen L. Von Riesen Lecturer of Merit Award Ain recognition of exceptional service in the
continuing professional education of all individuals who work on behalf of domestic violence survivors, their
families and our communities.@ In 2005, he received a Special Commendation from the U.S. Department of
Justice Ain recognition of his extraordinary contribution to the prevention of violence against women . . . and for
his groundbreaking work and leadership on the role of judicial reviews in the supervision and accountability of
domestic violence offenders.@ In 2003, he was a recipient of the Ruth Moscowitz Gender Fairness Award
presented by the Second Judicial District. In 2001, he was recognized by the Brooklyn Women=s Bar Association
Afor his continuous support of and commitment to women in law and society.@ In 2000, he received the Fordham
University School of Law=s AIn The Trenches@ award for his work in the Domestic Violence Court.
Justice Leventhal has authored or co-authored twenty-four articles relating to criminal and civil law. He has
written a book entitled My Partner, My Enemy released in June 2016 about his experiences presiding over the
nation’s first felony Domestic Violence Court. His work as a judge dealing with domestic violence cases has been
featured in a number of newspaper and magazine articles and television and radio programs including a profile
in APublic Lives@ of the New York Times as well as on MSNBC, Fox and Friends, National Public Radio’s Brian
Lehrer Show and Public Television’s MetroFocus program.
Justice Leventhal was the Editor in Chief of the Barrister, the legal quarterly publication of the Brooklyn Bar
Association (1982 - 1994), Veritas, the legal publication of the Brooklyn Law School Alumni Association (1982 1984), as well as a Trustee of the Brooklyn Bar Association (1987 - 1994) and a Director of the Brooklyn Law
School Alumni Association (1983 - 2004). He has a J.D. from Brooklyn Law School, an M.S. from Hunter College
(CUNY) and a B.A. from Case Western Reserve University. Contact: jleventh@nycourts.gov

HONORABLE DEBORAH A. KAPLAN is the Statewide Coordinating Judge for Family Violence Cases. In this
capacity, she is working to refine practices and promote better outcomes in family violence matters, and is also
charged with developing initiatives to improve how cases involving older New Yorkers, including allegations of
elder abuse in both the criminal and civil context, are handled. In addition, Justice Kaplan continues to preside
over a matrimonial part in New York County. Elected to the Civil Court of the City of New York in November of
2001, Justice Kaplan was assigned to New York City Criminal Court. She then served as an Acting Supreme Court
Justice from 2007 through 2011. In November, 2011, she was elected to the Supreme Court.
Prior to taking the bench, Justice Kaplan served as Chief Management Analyst and Project Counsel to the
Honorable Joseph J. Traficanti, Jr., Deputy Chief Administrative Judge and Director of the Office of Court Drug
Treatment Programs (ret.). Previously, she served as the Principal Court Attorney to the Honorable Juanita Bing
Newton, then New York’s Deputy Chief Administrative Judge for Justice Initiatives, Justice Kaplan was also a
senior trial lawyer for the Legal Aid Society, Criminal Defense Division, where in 1996, she received the Orison S.
Marden Award, the Legal Aid Society’s highest honor.
Justice Kaplan currently is the Chair of the New York State Courts Committee on Elder Justice, the Co-Chair of
the Gender Fairness Committee of the Supreme Court, First Judicial District, and serves on the New York State
Judicial Advisory Council, the New York State Women in the Courts Committee, and the New York State Unified
Court System’s Anti-Bias Committee. She is a past president of the Women’s Bar Association of the State of New
York and serves on many other bar association committees. Justice Kaplan has served as an adjunct professor at
New York Law School and participates regularly in various legal programs as a speaker. She is a graduate of St.
John’s University School of Law. Contact: dkaplan@nycourts.gov
JOAN LEVENSON, Esq. is Principal Court Attorney to Judge Kaplan in the Supreme Court, New York County,
Matrimonial Term and counsel to the OFVC. Previously, Ms. Levenson worked at the New York State Judicial
Institute where she developed curriculum for judges and court attorneys, and prior to that position, she was
principal court attorney to the Honorable Ira Globerman, Acting Supreme Court Justice, Bronx County. Ms.
Levenson has also taught legal writing at New York Law School, matrimonial law to paralegal students as an
adjunct professor at Hunter College Legal Studies Program and has lectured on matrimonial law at CLE
programs. She has completed training in mediation (26.5 hours) at the New York City Bar Association and in
divorce mediation (42 hours) at the Center for Family & Divorce Mediation. Ms. Levenson graduated cum laude
from New York University and cum laude from Brooklyn Law School, where she was a notes editor for the
Brooklyn Law Review. Contact: jlevens@nycourts.gov
AUDREY STONE, Esq. serves as Special Counsel to the Office of the Statewide Coordinating Judge for Family
Violence Cases at the Unified Court System. Previously, Ms. Stone served as the Managing Director of the
Domestic Violence & Sexual Assault Practice at Nardello & Co., a global investigative firm. She acted as the Chief
of the Special Prosecutions Division and a Second Deputy District Attorney in the Westchester County District
Attorney’s Office where she oversaw the prosecution of domestic violence, child abuse, elder abuse and human
trafficking cases in Westchester County. Ms. Stone co-chaired the NYS District Attorney’s Association
Subcommittee on Family Violence and Sexual Assault and the Westchester County Anti-Human Trafficking Task
Force. She was also appointed to the NYS Domestic Violence Fatality Review Team. Ms. Stone has written
extensively on family violence issues and trained judges and attorneys nationally. She was formerly the director
of the Pace Women’s Justice Center and adjunct professor of law at Pace University School of Law. She
graduated with honors from Brown University and with honors and order of the coif from NYU School of Law.
Ms. Stone is currently a co-chair of the Domestic Violence Committee of the Westchester Women’s Bar and an
advisor to the Pace University School of Law Criminal Justice Institute. Contact: aestone@nycourts.gov
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October 31, 2016, NYS Committee Meeting Minutes

________________________________________________________________
The meeting was convened at 10:00 AM. Present were Hon. Betty Weinberg Ellerin,
Hon. Rosalie Bailey, Elizabeth Cronin, Patricia Fersch, Hon. Allen Hochberg, Hon. Deborah
Kaplan, Hon. Judy Harris Kluger, Hon. Marilyn O’Connor, Hon. Terry Ruderman, Fern Schair,
Hon. Denise Sher, and Charlotte A. Watson, and Cheryl Zimmer. Guests: Hon. John Leventhal,
Joan Levenson, and Audrey Stone.
Judge Ellerin opened the meeting welcoming everyone and going around the room for
introductions and announcements.
Judge Ellerin introduced Judge John Leventhal to speak on his effort to create and make the
Domestic Violence (DV) court work. He had served as a trial judge of great note. After his term
on the DV court, he was appointed to the Appellate Division, Second Department. Judge
Leventhal recently wrote a book titled My Partner, My Enemy.
Judge Leventhal discussed a couple of incidents in his life before becoming a judge that made
him keenly aware of the reality and severity of domestic violence. He pointed to a few key
cases that resulted in the way domestic violence was handled by the courts and the social
services systems. These cases included Galina Komar which ultimately resulted in the removal
of Judge Lorin Duckman from the bench after being found to have an anti-woman bias. The
Sharwline Nicholson v Nicholas Scopetta class action suit brought by Sanctuary for Families in
federal court changed the practice of the Administration for Children’s Services in New York
City. Chief Judge Kaye wrote the decision for the Court of Appeals.
In response to Komar and other cases, the Chief Judge began planning the creation of the
domestic violence court in New York City. Judge Leventhal was appointed to preside over the
first DV court. The court was very mindful of the need to be neutral. It also had to be sensitive to
the defense bar. He visited Quincy, MA to look at their model which had been successful in
reducing DV homicides. Quincy had a dedicated prosecution team. As a condition of probation,
e. g., child support, a violation could result in incarceration for 2 years.
The DV court had a very large violation calendar and brought probationers back every couple of
months for compliance review. Over a 10-year period, there were less than 50% of violations in
DV court cases when compared to the general population. The court was showing some
success.
The goals of the DV court focused on victim safety and defendant accountably. Batterer
programs were used as an accountability tool. There were two large providers for batterer
programs, Safe Horizon, which used an educational/accountability model, and New York City
Alternative Assistance Program (NYCAAP), which used a treatment model. Judge Leventhal
recounted what happened with NYCAAP. The program had a great person/leader who had
been a batterer who seemed to be walking the walk. At Christmas-time (2000), he killed his
girlfriend and her new boyfriend in front of Macy's. A couple of days later, he went to the Bronx

PD and killed himself in front of the police. The world was shaken. It made it very clear that you
never know everything. He said it’s hard to see what people do to each other who say they love
each other. Judge Leventhal asked to be moved out of the DV court after two years. (Article on
the NYCAAP story.)
He noted that in a traditional court, OCA wants the court to meet standards and goals and to
expedite cases. In DV court, the cases are brought back every three weeks or so. The judge
reminds them it's the judge’s case, not the (alleged) victim’s case. The court is labor intensive
with less focus on standards and goals. There is a focus on the safety of the victim during and
after the case.
Judge Leventhal noted that statistically, there are more services available and a broader
understanding of the scope of the problem post the OJ Simpson case. He said DV shelters
need to take teenage boys.
In looking at why the incidence of DV has gone down so much, Judge Leventhal cited
mandatory prosecution, no drop policies, and the right to vote in western states before
eastern. Before passage of the nineteenth amendment, in the late nineteenth century, the
married woman act helped to change the rule of thumb and began to set limits on spousal
assault. In the 1960’s, the women's movement brought DV to the fore and looked to women’s
empowerment a key. No drop prosecution policies actually took power away from women to
decide to prosecute.
Judge Leventhal asked what can we do? He reported New Zealand passed “Claire's law,”
where a woman can call the police and find out if her boyfriend has ever been convicted of DV.
In the US, since 1976, intimate partner homicide is down 25% for women and 75% for
men. This coincides with the opening of battered women’s shelters which gave women an
alternative to living with a violent partner or taking his life.
Judge Leventhal closed his presentation stating that men must be involved as part of the
solution to ending domestic violence. He said he wrote My Partner, My Enemy because he
didn't want this to fade into the fad or flavor of the day. He has been featured on MetroFocus,
Brian Lederer, and Fox. The book is available through Roman and Littlefield, Barnes and
Noble, Amazon and other book vendors.
The discussion that followed included dealing with firearms, police officer involved domestic
violence, the importance of a coordinated community response, and the need to address
language access more thoroughly including more translated documents and a consistent use of
court interpreters when the Order of Protection is read into the record.
Allen Hochberg asked about what impact, if any, the breaking up of mental health facilities had
on the overall DV problem. Judge Leventhal said he saw a greater impact in the elderly
population and noted that mental illness is a component in some cases. However, domestic
violence is more often about a dynamic of power and control. He mentioned how Phyllis Frank
taught him that DV is most often a matter of male entitlement and cited the Beatles’ song, “Run
for Your Life Little Girl.” He said, in his experience, Phyllis was absolutely right that if it can be
learned, it can be unlearned. We have to change attitudes. He recalled Judge Lippman saying
the courts are the emergency rooms for society’s ills. Judge Kluger said pathologizing domestic
violence takes away the responsibility and ignores the root cause as a patriarchal society.

Elizabeth Cronin recounted a discussion with her husband about Ray Rice and how quickly he
was all fixed. She said restorative justice is being discussed as a possible response to
domestic violence. Judge Leventhal responded that restorative justice is more appropriate for
non-violent offenses and is not appropriate where violence is involved. He said the DV court
never operated as a treatment court like the drug court. There were no hugs or applause.
Judge Leventhal said black women's lives matter too, and black women are reporting domestic
violence more. Judge Ellerin noted that most incarcerated men are not in jail for DV related
crimes. Judge Kluger said enforcement should include minority communities, and the NYC
Mayor is putting more police on to pursue Violations of Orders of Protection. He recognizes DV
is in a different category.
Judge Ellerin thanked Judge Leventhal for making the DV court what it is and noted it has been
replicated across the country and observed by several other countries.
Judge Ellerin introduced Judge Deborah Kaplan noting she has been a civil and criminal lawyer
who is now a matrimonial part judge and holds a statewide position as the Coordinating Judge
for Family Violence Cases. She introduced Joan Levenson, law clerk and Audrey Stone,
special counsel to Judge Kaplan.
Judge Kaplan gave an update on the Office for Family Violence Cases (OFVC) which looks at
how we handle family violence and elder justice across the courts. She reported on the remote
Temporary Order of Protection (TOP) program, a pilot authorized by new law. This law allows
initial ex parte petitions and hearings by remote access. Pilot sites include geographic diversity,
rural, urban. New York is the first in the nation to implement a statewide program. It helps DV
victims who can't get to Family Court or for whom appearance creates a risk of harm. It allows
an advocate to come to the victim to make the application remotely. The project is being kicked
off with a press conference with the Chief Judge.
OFVC has been very busy providing training and sharing best practices including a program
with Ellen Schell from the Office for the Prevention of Domestic Violence discussing Firearms
and Orders of Protection available on the Judicial Institute website. Judge Coccoma made this
training mandatory for judges. A second part of training will be held live at courthouses. The
presence of a gun in the home increases the chance of being killed by 500%.
OFVC is sponsoring the annual Judicial Symposium on Domestic Violence which will be held at
New York Law School, Dec.1 – 2. The agenda includes national speakers and work sessions
addressing offender accountability, adverse impact on children, custody, and elder abuse.
Judge Ellerin will open the second day of the program.
OFVC is working to improve court operations by issuing written direction that DV related cases
will stay in DV court for accountability and will include access to additional services provided by
other courts as needed for veterans, substance abuse, etc. OFVC is establishing best practices
to improve accuracy in record keeping and case management and actively encouraging
stakeholder meetings in DV/IDV courts across the state. Judge Kaplan is available to go to
meetings.
The Elder Justice Committee is now a standing committee of the Unified Court System/OCA
and is chaired by Judge Kaplan. Judge Kaplan has been very involved in public outreach and
speaking at numerous conferences and meetings across the state. She is looking to replicate

Westchester Senior Law Day statewide. She noted that financial exploitation of elders is a large
problem and a vast majority of cases are never reported to authorities. Caucasian women age
70-80s are the most common victims. NYS Office of Children & Family Services (OCFS)
released the Cost of Financial Exploitation Study (June 2016) which reviewed statistics of
frequency and type of exploitation. OFVC is sponsoring a two-day program this Spring at the JI
to raise awareness and provide cutting edge info to courts on how to best respond.
OFVC has been successful in securing grant funding through the federal Office on Violence
Against Women for projects to provide enhanced services for domestic violence and sexual
assault victims in some rural areas of NY, to improve sentencing and compliance in supreme
and family courts, to address limited English proficiency and elders, and to identify female and
transgender defendant victims in criminal court. OFVC launched an online newsletter to
highlight the work of the office and courts.
Judge Kaplan introduced Joan Levenson and Audrey Stone from her office to provide an
overview of the new, remote ex parte Temporary Order of Protection pilot project. Joan
reported there are almost 300,000 OPs of any type filed each year. The pilot project was
authorized under FCA § 153-c. Participation is voluntary. Petitioner sets forth on the record why
they can't come to court in person. There are seven pilot sites including one in Rochester
working with the University of Rochester hospital and DV service provider Willow which will
screen everyone coming into the hospital for DV. An advocate can go to the person to file
remotely. This project will expand to Jefferson and Onondaga counties.
Audrey identified the seven counties included in the pilot project as Kings, Chautauqua,
Columbia, New York, Monroe, Suffolk, and Westchester. These counties provide a diverse
cross-section of urban, suburban, and rural populations.
Allen Hochberg inquired about using this tool for ex parte child support orders. Audrey said that
use is not yet authorized under the statute. Judge Sher asked how the judge is involved. Each
agency has a group email. The agency will email the court which will have a special group
email including all necessary court staff. The court will send an invitation to the advocacy
agency for a time certain Skype meeting. Each court is creating a local protocol. The petitioner
will need to appear in court for the following hearings beyond the initial petition for an ex parte
TOP.
Patricia Fersch inquired about service on the respondent. In NYC and some other parts of the
state, the Sherriff’s Office serves orders. Advocates have to work at creating solutions locally.
The judge will discuss options on the record. The response from the Family Court chief clerks
has been very positive and enthusiastic. Online forms are available in English and Spanish,
and interpreters will be available for other languages. Judge Kaplan said the commitment is to
the most immediate appearance. The goal is to roll out within 18-24 months.
Judge Ellerin announced that Patricia Fersch will present on Pro Bono representation
throughout the state at the next meeting on December 12.
Meeting adjourned.

Leigh Latimer is a supervising attorney with the Legal Aid Society in New
York City where she has worked since 1987. From 1987 to 2004 she
represented clients charged with misdemeanors and felonies from their
arraignment through trial, plea or alternate dispositions. Starting in 2004,
Leigh was assigned to work in the Queens County Treatment Courts as
Legal Aid's representative where she represented clients whose cases
would be dismissed if they completed drug treatment. In 2013, Leigh
became a founding member of Legal Aid's Exploitation Intervention Project
(EIP). As part of EIP Leigh represents clients charged with prostitutionrelated offenses in criminal court and advocates for trafficking victims in a
variety of settings. She also supervises other members of the project which
include four attorneys, a social worker and paralegal/case-handler.
Leigh received a BS from the University of Illinois and a law degree from the
University of Denver. After graduating from law school, Leigh clerked for
Judge Lois Forer in the Court of Common Pleas in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania. Leigh is on the board of Izote, a small local not-for-profit,
which works with rural communities in El Salvador implementing and
supporting literacy and health-care projects.
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NYS Committee Members
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December 12, 2016, NYS Committee Meeting Minutes

________________________________________________________________
The meeting was convened at 10:00 AM. Present were Hon. Betty Weinberg Ellerin, Hon.
Rosalie Bailey, Elizabeth Cronin, Patricia Fersch, Hon. Sylvia Hinds-Radix, Hon. Allen
Hochberg, Caroline Levy, Fern Schair, Hon. Denise Sher, Charlotte A. Watson, and Cheryl
Zimmer. Guest: Leigh Latimer.
Judge Ellerin opened the meeting welcoming everyone and going around the room for
introductions and announcements.
Judge Ellerin introduced Leigh Latimer, supervising attorney with the Legal Aid Society in New
York City and a founding member of Legal Aid's Exploitation Intervention Project (EIP). At the
EIP, Leigh represents clients charged with prostitution-related offenses in criminal court and
advocates for trafficking victims in a variety of settings. She also supervises other members of
the project which include four attorneys, a social worker, and paralegal/case-handler.
Leigh reviewed statistics on who they help and who they see in the Human Trafficking
Intervention Courts (HTIC). Between February 2015 and March 2016, Legal Aid’s Exploitation
Intervention Project represented 1400 individuals on prostitution-related cases. 35% of those
clients reported current or past trafficking. The population served is 95% women, 5%
transgender, and 2% male with an age range of 15 – 63. It’s sometimes difficult to accurately
determine the age because pimps and exploiters force youth to lie about their age to avoid the
risk of a higher charge of trafficking in minors. Fifteen percent are less than age 21, and 40%
are homeless or in temporary living situations. The older women are often Asian women found
in massage parlors in Flushing where they have over-stayed their visas and can’t find other
work. US citizens are more likely to report. Many have prior Family Court involvement and
PINS, JD cases, less than a GED in education, or homelessness within the past five years. The
top three things they need are employment, housing, and education. About 35% of the clients
in the program disclose having a pimp. The pimps seek to interfere with the legal process by
brainwashing the victim/defendant, sitting in the courtroom, and prohibiting the defendant from
coming to court.
The EIP has staff who are fluent in Mandarin Cantonese, Russian, and Spanish. Leigh reported
the experience with court interpreters has ranged from great to terrible. They reported one of
the interpreters which resulted in a written warning being placed in the interpreter’s file, an
apology, and reassignment. She reviewed the 440 motion practice they have developed since
the change in the law that allows for some prostitution convictions to be vacated based on
status as a trafficking survivor. From 2011 – 2015, they have filed 51 motions of which 50 have
been successful. One was withdrawn. These motions represented 157 convictions. The
clients were referred because they were unable to move forward in their lives with the
convictions on their records. Of these, 78% were people of color, all identified as female with
one of these identifying as a transgender female, 60% reported childhood abuse experience,
41% had some type of Family Court case as a child or a parent. The average age of first
involvement in prostitution was 17. Physical violence by a pimp or exploiter was experienced by

82%, 51% reported movement restriction, and 57% were told they owed a financial debt. Leigh
mentioned the role Sanctuary for Families plays in regard to assisting immigrant victims with
immigration related relief.
Pimps use subtle coercion by forming a boyfriend/girlfriend façade and providing food and
clothing and encouraging her to make money to help them as a couple. This develops into
threats and force. They use the stigma of prostitution to entrap their victim by threatening to
expose their behavior. Leigh sees less criminalization now but still some arrests. When asked
what would be an alternative, she said there is a debate and a challenge in regard to connecting
victims to services pre-arrest. The vulnerabilities make it difficult to address issues for those
under the age of 25. Not many are still in school. Many are from foster care with child service
workers’ impact being hit or miss.
Leigh identified a need for much more police training and said NYPD is working on a pre-arrest
diversion program to connect prostituted people with services and avoid arrest. There is one
inspector in charge of Vice where trafficking is now housed along with other types of crime.
This inspector is new in the position and admits he knew nothing about trafficking prior to April.
She said it seems like there are bumps in that road, but hopefully, it will evolve into a good
intervention. She sees much less criminalization of prostituted people since the HTICs have
been in operation and sees the benefit these courts provide.
When asked how many are truly independent contractors, Leigh said the percentage who feel
empowered is very small. They may have a trafficking history, lack of education, and may
experience violence at the hands of customers. When the victim is working in a massage
parlor, the business attorney often appears for the victim but has a conflict of interest since
his/her client is actually the business, so the victim receives poor representation. The people
working in massage parlors are very poorly paid, and their labor is exploited. To actually charge
the business owners would require police investigation. As for who should raise the question of
a conflict of interest in representation, Judge Ellerin said that’s the role of the judge, the same
as in a mob case.
Judge Ellerin introduced the presentation on the Pro Bono Matrimonial Project which began with
Judy White and Patricia Fersch working to assist the pro se matrimonial clients in Manhattan.
Patricia Fersch reviewed the evolution of the Pro Bono Matrimonial Legal Project which was
created in response to the Matrimonial Commission’s Report of February 6, 2006. Patricia said
she became aware of the need when she had a client who had to pay $2,500 – 5,000 to retain
an attorney. She became interested in helping this group who were not necessarily
impoverished but could not afford the expense of legal representation. She was aware at the
time of the complaints of the Bar because of the difficulty in resolving divorce cases. It seemed
that once you got into one of these cases, there was no way to get out. The hours were
astronomical especially when there were issues related to child custody.
The project began by taking cases where there was no child custody involved. The state
expanded authorization of the 18-B panel to allow for representation in custody cases. The
Matrimonial Pro Bono Project focused on grounds and financial issues. Judges agreed that
volunteers could be relieved after 25 hours of service. The Women’s Bar agreed to provide
funding to support a law student to serve as administrator. The Manhattan judges were fond of
the program, and the attorneys were gratified.
Patricia discussed why the program in Manhattan is more successful and the challenges in
other parts of the City as well as beyond. It has become very clear that the key to success in

these programs is to have the leadership and program control in the hands of the Bar. In
meeting with Queens, it was determined that the Bar is not in a position to administer the
program and has no funds to hire a student. Patricia randomly looked at many other counties
across the state to see what they provide when they list pro mono matrimonial services and
found they don’t actually provide pro bono attorneys but provide information about nonprofits
who provide any type of legal service. In some instances, small – mid-size firms take on cases.
Outside the City, especially outside Manhattan, much of the Bar consists of solo practitioners.
Some volunteer attorneys have no matrimonial experience. Patricia said the need is great, and
she is attending statewide meetings. She will be speaking at the statewide Women’s Bar
meeting in January. Judge Bailey said Buffalo has had a successful volunteer lawyers program
for thirty years.
Judge Ellerin reviewed her successful meeting with Manhattan District Attorney Cy Vance to
establish a Children’s Center in Manhattan civil court and the $5 million commitment he made.
Space has been identified. Dan Weitz is spearheading the effort for the courts. Cheryl and
Caroline reported on their effort to create a manual on how to start and support a Children’s
Center. In the process, they reviewed the original manual from 1996 and found it to be very
thorough and only in need of a little updating especially in the area of funding. It was decided
that we will work with Rob Conlon to assist him in incorporating suggestions.
Fern announced the State Bar Association will present the first Jonathan Lippman Award for Pro
Bono on January 26 at 9am.
The next Committee meeting will be on January 23 to plan for the March annual meeting.
Meeting adjourned.
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January 23, 2017, NYS Committee Meeting Minutes,

The meeting was convened at 10:00 AM. Present were Patricia Fersch, Hon. Sylvia HindsRadix, Caroline Levy, Hon. Juanita Bing Newton, Hon. Terry Ruderman, Fern Schair, Hon.
Denise Sher, Charlotte Watson, and Cheryl Zimmer.

The meeting opened with a discussion of topics and speakers for the annual meeting scheduled
for March 13. It was decided that pending Judge Ellerin’s approval, we will, as is our usual
practice, invite the Chief Judge to provide opening remarks followed by Chief Administrative
Judge Marks to give general remarks regarding the interaction between his office and the
Committee and to include an update on facilities for women with children generally, i. e.,
changing stations as well as breast feeding spaces. Next, Ron Younkins will provide a report of
the new Action Plan on Language Access as well as an update on children centers across the
state. The bias unit of the Inspector General’s Office will provide an overview of the types of
complaints accepted by the office, how the office receives and responds to complaints, the
range of possible outcomes, and statistics related to gender bias cases handled by the office.
Patricia will provide an update on the pro bono matrimonial project. Judge Sherman will provide
an overview of the supervised visitation project she worked to create in the Bronx and provide
suggestions for how to replicate the program in other jurisdictions. Fern will present her annual
report roundup highlighting local committee activities. Pending the timing, other items might be
added.
There was discussion about a booklet titled “Justice Works” that in the past had been made
available to litigants about how to make a complaint if they believed they had been treated
inappropriately. Cheryl noted the booklet was available on the NYCourts website. It was felt
that relatively few people looking for this information would find it easily on the website. The
discussion concluded with a suggestion that signage be developed and placed in courthouses
to direct litigants as to where to call or to locate such information on the website.
There was further discussion about the need to learn more about the type of HR policy training
being given to court employees across disciplines and to judges and other court leaders to know
how to respond when they receive an employee complaint. It was suggested we invite Public
Safety Chief Magliano to address a future Committee meeting to share information about court
officer training, especially in regard to setting the tone and also to discuss how non-UCS officers
implement protocols. Judge Ruderman is going to follow up on what resources are available to
assist litigants in regard to child support collection.
Members were asked to reflect on the last thirty years of accomplishments in relation to the
recommendations of the original Task Force report issued in March 1986, as well as, to think
about items yet to be accomplished or improved. A draft of a running list of the items gleaned
from previous reports and other suggestions was reviewed at the meeting. To assist in
preparation of the Thirty Year Report, members should submit items to Charlotte.

Judge Newton announced the Jl will hold two, four-day summer seminar sessions in
Westchester forjudges. The sessions are being planned for the last week in June and the third
week in July. They will basically mirror each other except that there may be some specialty
programs, e. g., Commercial Division or Med-Mal, which would be held during a single week
each during different weeks. Judge Newton invited the Committee to provide a general
audience, 60 - 90-minute presentation at the seminars and requested that we notify her of our
intent. There will be limited funding available to bring in outside speakers where necessary.
Judge Sher mentioned the need to have a program on judicial efficiency and case management
included in the seminar. Judge Newton indicated that this will be a thread woven throughout the
seminars. Fern Schair reminded everyone that language access is important to include as part
of the seminars.
Several members participated in the meeting via conference call which worked well since there
was no speaker for the meeting. Judge Ruderman suggested that the Committee consider
making participation via conference call an option more often, especially when there is no
speaker.

It was noted that a calendar for the coming year of Committee meetings needs to be
established.
Meeting adjourned.

